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TO 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE AND REVEREND 


HENRY BATHURST, D. D. 
LORD BISHOP OF NORWICH. 


MY LORD, 


I; any name could add celebrity to that of 
JurnemMy Tavyior, I am persuaded there will 
be but one opinion with the public on the 
patronage which has been so readily and kindly 
granted by your Lordship to this valuable 
Work. Asa proof of this, I cannot but notice 
the remarkable circumstance, that, unknown to 
each other, a respectable Clergyman and my- 
self both applied to your Lordship to patro- 
nize the Works of this great Divine. This 
concurrence of circumstances was not, I am 
_ sure, owing merely to the personal friendship of 
your Lordship to us individually, but in some 
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measure, to the conviction, that if the mind 
and principles of the late Bishop of Down 
and Connor haye any parallel among our 
distinguished Prelates, it is not more in any 
than in the person and character of HENRY 
NORWICH. 

With sincere pleasure, I embrace this op- 
portunity of acknowledging that friendly kind- 
ness which your Lordship has always mani- 
fested to myself; and on which I must reflect 
with gratitude. But, My Lord, it is not in 
the heart of one, or of many—but of ALL, of 
the society to which I belong, as a Pro- 
testant Dissenting Minister, that your con- 
duct has erected a memorial of kindness and 
liberality.as lasting as our recollections. Nor 
is it upon the minds of the present generation 
only, the scene of your Lordship’s active, 
liberal, and benevolent conduct, that ‘a sense 
of our obligations to you will be impressed : 
every circumstance which shall yet tend to 
advance that state of freedom, and of right, 


which is too dear to man ever to be relin- 
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quished by his hopes, will bear your name and 
character to ages yet unborn, and render a 
memorial of your worth as perpetual as those 
principles of truth and liberty, which are so 
dear to your Lordship, and which can never 
die. | 

I should deem it, My Lord, beneath the 
character of my station, and degrading to 
your’s, to offer one word of flattery. Permit 
me, therefore, while I raise this frail memorial 
-of your past conduct, to express my earnest 
expectation, and my hope, that “ in nothmg 
you will ever be ashamed; but that with all 
boldness, as always, so also now, and ever, 
CuristT may be magnified in you, whether by 
‘life or by death;” and while every honour, 
and every talent, is consecrated to Him who 
veiled his glories in mortal flesh for our salva- 
tion,—like those very glories may your highest 
honours and your talents burst from the clouds 
of time, to shine with resplendent and eternal 
lustre in the regions of immortality. Thus, 
when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, may it 
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be your Lordship’s happmess to appropriate 
that endearing declaration :—‘ Inasmuch as ye 


have done it unto the least of these, my brethren, 


ve have done it unto me; enter into the joy 


of your Lorp.” 
With sentiments of sincere veneration and 
regard, J have the honour to be, 
My. Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most grateful, 
humble, and obedient Servant, 
JOHN NELSON GOULTY. 
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PREFACE. 


‘Tur republication of this little Work is owing 
to its imtrinsic excellence, and its scarcity. No 
apology will, therefore, be deemed necessary 
by those who shall attentively peruse and care- 
fully consider its important contents. If any 
other reason for this republication were neces- 
sary, that laudable motive, which now actuates 
so many to rescue the writings of our venerable 
and pious fathers from oblivion, and which has 
the sanction of the intelligent public, might be 
"very justly pleaded on this occasion. If, ac- 
cording to Sr Wa. Jongss, a literary or pious 
character can have no greater honour paid him 
by society than’a uniform republication of all 
his works, it is matter of surprise that the 
works of Jenrrmy ‘Payor should never have 
been collected, or at least, so many of them 


as do not entirely refer to the controversies 


Vill PREFACE. 


of his day, which are now past, and happily, 
past for ever. Should this honour ever be paid 
the late Bishop of Down and Connor, this 
little piece will not, I am confident, be deemed 
unnecessary, though single; and | am not 
without hope, that by calling the public atten- 
tion, more intently and generally, to the cha- 
racter of his writings, it may prepare the way 
for that event. 

One other motive for bringing this little 
Work to light, has been its adaptation to pro- 
mote more personal religion—the religion of 
retirement and reflection. When so many 
scenes of active usefulness are opened and 
opening before the present generation, the 
heart is in no little danger of bemg enticed into 
a merely external and superficial profession : the 
hours of pious meditation are certainly liable 
to be infringed upon by plausible pretexts of 
public duty, and by encouraging prospects of 
success, if not by flattering hopes of applause. 
It is hoped that this little volume may be made 


the companion of the regular hour of retire- 
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ment, and also of those occasional intervals 
which even the most public stations will allow ; 
and by bringing the mind to contemplation, it 
will dispose it to more real seriousness, and so 
promote that vital piety which grows in retire- 
iment, and blossoms in the shade. At the same 
time, by bringing the mind to contemplations 
such as these, upon subjects so important, while 
personal and retired piety is promoted, it will 
stimulate to more active vigilance and enlarged 
benevolence, by the consideration of the short- 
ness and uncertainty of time—the calamity of 
death—the realities of eternity—the sorrows of 
Hell—the happiness and the glories of Heaven 


—the circumstances of man—the character of 


Gop—the means of eternal salvation by Jesus 
Curist, and the reward of usefulness in his 
service ;—“ they that turn many to righteousness, 
shall shine as the stars in the firmament for 
ever.” It is scarcely necessary to observe, that 
while real personal piety will be the best, in- 
deed the only source of such principles of 


benevolent activity, that activity can only be 
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kept alive by constantly feeding its source; and 
if, therefore, this volume shall induce any, 
under the blessing of Gop, to deeper serious- 
ness and more solid piety, by the truths which 
it contains, or by leading them to.the fountain 
of living waters—the Word of Eternal Life, 
the Patron, the Reader, and the Editor, will 
have just cause to rejoice together ; while they 
unite to give all the glory to him by whose 
grace we are saved. 

The difference between this edition and that 
from which it is printed (8th edit. 1717) is very 
trifling, except in the style of printing. After 
serious consideration and advice, the language 
is left as it was in the old edition, by which the 
Author appears in his own dress and person. 
While, therefore, no sentence is accommodated 
in any. way to the personal views of the Editor, 
he will not be considered as responsible for’ 
every word and every idea of even JEREMY 
Taytor: of the Scriptures alone perhaps it 
may be truly said, that there is-truth without 


any mixture of error. Tam not, however, con- 
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scious of any such mixture in this Work : every 
Reader is earnestly and affectionately wished to 
think for himself, to compare all with the 
~ Word of Gop, to embrace the truth, and to 
act accordingly, . 

By their sincere Friend, 


THE EDITOR. 
Godalming, July, 
1815. 


TO THE READER. 


COURTEOUS READER, 


L Have soberly considered these holy and devout 
Contemplations of the State of Man in this 
Life and in that which is to come. J never 
read any thing with more comfort or which 
made a greater impression upon my soul. There- 
fore hoping they may have the like effect upon 
others, I commend them to all persons who desire 
happiness in this life, or blessedness in the fu- 
ture. Here thou mayst see the instability of 
human greatness; the fate of kingdoms; the 
period of empires ; the world’s funeral ; time laid 
in the dust ; and the dread and horror of the 
last judgment. Here thou mayst have a prospect 
of the grandeur of Heaven, the glory of the 
blessed, and the miseries and infelicities of the 
damned. The due consideration whereof will beget 
in thee holiness of life; nothing can be of more con- 
sequence (in these worst of days) to promote thy 
future happiness and glory. True piety sows the 
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seeds of the most solid greatness. Men endowed 
with moral virtues, they are like diamonds, rich, 
but unpolished ; it is the fear of God that adds 
the true lustre, and sets them fair. 

In the service of God, all the items of happi- 
ness and blessedness are summed up. 

Dost thou desire riches? Serve God, and thou 
canst never be poor. Dost thou desire prefer- 
ment ?. Live a holy and devout life (as_ these 
‘Contemplations are the best introduction te it), 
dnd thou shalt go ami dsEn¢ cis dav, from grace 
fo glory. Grace ts Aurora Gloria; glory, 
nothing but a bright constellation of graces ; and 
happiness nothing but the quintessence of holiness. 
I shall not detain thee longer, but beg of God 
that these holy Contemplations may so influence 
thy soul, that thou mayst be made partaker of 
that eternal weight of glory which is laid up for 


all those who love and serve him. 


Fam thy Friend and Servant 
in Christ Jesus, 


B. HALE, D. D. 


TO THE READER. 


CANDKD READER, 


THE most learned and pious JEREMY TAYLOR, 
D. D. late Lord Bishep of Down and Connor, 
in Ireland, having left these holy Contemplations 
in the hands of a worthy friend of his, with a 
full purpose to have printed them, if he had lived ; 
but since it hath pleased God to take that devout 
and holy person to himself ; the better to advance 
devotion and sanctity of life, and to make men 
less in love with this frail life, and more with 
that which is eternal, it is thought fit to make 
them public. I beseech God to conduct us all, 
hy the many helps and assistances which he hath 
been graciously pleased to afford us, to further us 
in piety and holiness of life, is the prayer of, 


Thy Friend, 
ROBERT HARRIS. 
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BOOK 1. 
CHAP. I. 


Contemplations on Time, and of the State of Man 
in this Life. 
ALL philosophers, which have thought of the 
nature of time, and which, with much subtilty, 
have disputed what it was, at length come to 
conclude, that they know not what it is; the 
most they can reach unto, is, that no time is 
long, and that can only be called time which is 
present, the which is but a moment. And how 
can that be said to be, since the only cause why 
it is, is because it shall not be, but is to pass 
into the preterit; so as we cannot affirm it to 
have a being. The being of time consists only 
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of a succession of instants, or transitory beings, 
subsisting only by a flux of moments, and 
changes as many faces as ‘it contains instants ; 
it slides out of his hands that strives to hold it; 
in naming of it, we lose it; so subtile it is by 
nature, that it were to weigh the fire, and mea- 
sure the wind, to strive to stay this Proteus ; 
in an instant he vanisheth ; and while you think 
to shew him with your finger, he is gone. We 
have only a moment in our power, and a mo- 
ment which is lost in the very instant in which 
we think to grasp it. See then what it is to 
trust unto human life, since it is a member of 
that which is so unconstant and rapid as time, 
which runs and passes away according to the 
course of the sun and revolutions of the stars 
in the firmament. Know then, that death fol- 
lows thee not with leaden feet; it runs after 
thee with a motion equal to that of the stars, 
whose swiftness is so prodigious, that accord- 
ing to the more moderate account of Clavius, 
they run in one day more than a thousand 


seventeen millions and an half of leagues; and 
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in one hour more than forty-two millions. After 
this rate doth death pursue thee. How is it 
that thou tremblest not? How comes it that 
thou fearest not? Even life itself is given to 
us but by pieces, and mingles as many parts of 
death as there are of life; the age of infancy 
dies when we enter into that of childhood, and 
that of childhood when we become youths ; 
that of youth when we come to the age of man- 
hood; that, when we are old; and even old 
age itself expires when we become decrepit: 
‘so that, during the same life, we find many 
deaths, and yet can hardly persuade ourselves 
that we shall die once. Let us cast our eyes 
upon our life past ; let us consider what is be- 
come of our infancy, childhood, and youth; 
they are now dead in us. In the same manner 
shall those ages of our life, which are to come 
dye also. Neither do we only dye in the prin- 
cipal times of life, but every hour, every mo- 
ment includes a kind of death in the succession 
and change of things. What content is there 
in life which dies not by some succeeding sor- 
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row? What affliction of pain which is not fol- 
lowed by some equal or greater grief than it+ 
self? Why are we grieved for what is absent, 
since it offends us being present? What we 
desire with impatience, being possessed, brings 
care and solicitude, grief and affliction. 

The short time which any pleasure stays 
with us, it is not to be enjoyed wholly, and all 
at once, but tasted by parts; so as when the 
second part comes, we feel not the pleasures of 
the first, lessening itself every moment, and 
we ourselves still dying with it; there being 
no instant of life wherein death gains not 
ground of us. The motion of the heavens is 
but the swift turn of the spindle, which rolls 
up the thread of our lives, and a most fleet 
horse upon which death runs post after us. 
There is no moment of life wherein death hath 
not equal jurisdiction; and there is no point of 
life which we divide not with death; so as, if 
well considered, we live but only one point, 
and have not life but for the present instant. 


Our years past are now vanished, and we enjoy 
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no more of them than if we were already dead; 
the years to come we live not, and possess no 
more of them than if we were not yet born. 
Yesterday is gone, to-morrow we know not 
what shall be; of to-day many hours are past, 
and we live them not; others are to come, and 
whether we shall live them or no is uncertain: 
so that, all counts cast up, we live but this 
present moment ; and in this also we are dying. 
So that we cannot say, that life is any thing 
but the half of an instant, an indivisible point, 
divided betwixt it and death. 

With reason may this life be called the 
shadow of death, since under the shadow of 
life, death steals upon us; and as at every step 
the body takes, the shadow takes another, so 
at every pace our lives move forward, death 
equally advances with it; and as eternity is 
ever in beginning, and is therefore a perpetual 
beginning; so life is ever ending and concluding, 
and may therefore be called a perpetual end 
and continual death; there is no pleasure in 
life, which although it should last twenty 
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continued years, that can be present with us 
longer than an instant; and with such counter- 
poise, that in it death no less appeareth than 
life is enjoyed. 

If a man were lord of infinite worlds, and 
possessed infinite riches, if they were at last to 
end, and he to leave them, they were to be 
valued as nothing; and if all things temporal 
have this evil property, to fade and perish, they 
ought to have no more esteem than if they were 
not. 

O miserable condition of human nature !— 

vain is all we live without Christ; ‘ all flesh is 
; grass, and all the glory of it as the flower of 
the field.” Where is now that comely visage? 
Where is now the dignity of the whole body, 
with which, as a fair garment, the beauty of the 
soul was once clothed? Ah pity! the lily is 
withered, the purple of the violet turned into 
paleness ; therefore let us consider what in time 
must become of us, and what, will we or will 
we not, cannot be far off. For should our 


lives exceed the term of nine hundred years, 
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and that the days of Methusalem were be- 
stowed upon us; yet all the length of life once 


passed, and pass it must, were nothing; and 


g; 
betwixt him who lives but ten years, and him 
who lives a thousand, the end of life, and the 
unavoidable necessity of death once come, all 
is the same, save only he who lives longer, 
departs heavier laden with sins. | 

Vain are all honours, vain are the ap- 
plauses, the riches, and pleasures of life; which 
being itself so short and so frail, makes all 
things vain which depend upon it, and so be- 
comes itself a vanity of vanities, and an uni- 
versal vanity. What account wouldst thou 
make of a tower founded upon a quicksand ? 
or what safety wouldst thou hope for in a ship 
bored with holes? Certainly, thou oughtest to 
give no more esteem unto the things’ of this 
world, since they are founded upon a thing so 
unstable as this life. What can all human 
things be, since life which sustains it, hath, 
according to David, no more consistence than 


smoke, or, according to Aquinas, than a little 
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vapour, which in a moment vanisheth? Al- 
though it should endure a thousand years, yet 
coming to an end, it were equal to that which 
lasted but a day; for as well the felicity of a 
long as a short life is but smoke and vanity, 
since they both pass away, and conclude in 
death. 

Guerricus, a most famous divine, hearing the 
fifth chapter of Genesis read, wherein are re- 
counted the sons and descendants of Adam, in 
these terms :—The whole life of Adam was nine 
hundred and thirty years, and he died ; the life 
of his son Seth was nine hundred and twelve 
years, and he died; and so of the rest; began 
to think with himself, that if such and so great 
men, after so long a time, ended in death, it 
was not safe to lose more time in this world, 
but soto secure his life, that losing it here, he 
might find it hereafter. What can the delights 
of man be, since his life is but a dream, a 
shadow, and as the twinkling of an eye? If 
the most long life be short, what can be the 


pleasures of that moment by which is lost 
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eternal happiness? O how vain are men, whe 
seeing life so short, endeavour to live long, and 
not to live well! Since it is a thing most cer- 
tain, that every man may live well, but no man, 
what age soever he attains unto, can live long. 
Every day we die, and every day we lose some 
part of life; and in our growth, our life de- 
creases and grows less; and this very day 
wherein we live, we divide with death. Our 
life, in the Book of Wisdom, is compared unto 
the passing of a shadow, which, as it may be 
said to be a kind of night, so life may be said 
to be a kind of death; for as the shadow hath 
some part of light, some of darkness, so our 
life hath some part of death, and some of life, 
until it comes to end in a pure death; and 
since it is to end in a not being, it is very little 
to be regarded, especially compared with eter- 
nity, which hath a being constant and for ever. 
The shadow, wheresoever it passes, leaves no 
track behind it; and of the greatest personages 
in the world, when they are once dead, then 


there remains no more than if they had never 
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lived. How many preceding emperors in the 
Assyrian monarchy were lords of the world as 
well as Alexander! And now we remain not 
only ignorant of their monument, but know not 
so much as their names. And of the same 
great Alexander, what have we at this day, 
except the vain noise of his fame? There 
is nothing constant in this life; the moon 
hath every month her changes; but the life 
of man hath them every day, every hour :— 
now he is sick, now in health; now sor- 
rowiul, now merry, now fearful. With what 
imaginations is he afflicted? With how many 
labours and toils does he daily wrestle? With 
what thoughts and apprehensions doth he tor- 
ment himself? What dangers of soul and body 
doth he run into? What vanity is he forced to 
behold? What injuries to suffer? What neces- 
sities and afflictions? Nay, such is our whole 
life, that it seems unto me little less evil than 
that of Hell, but only for the hope we have of 
Heaven. Our infancy is full of ignorance and 


fears, our youth of sin, our age of sorrow, and 
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our whole life of dangers. There is none con- 
tent with his condition, but he who will dye 
whilst he lives, insomuch as life cannot be good 
unless it must resemble death. Since therefore 
the whole time of this life is so short, and we 
know not how long it will last, let us resolve not 
to lose the opportunity of gaining eternity. Al- 
though we were certain to live yet an hundred 
years longer, we ought not to spare one minute 
from the gaining of eternity. But being uncertain 
how long we are to live, and perhaps shall dye 
to-morrow, how can we be so careless as to let 
the securing of our glory pass, which hereafter 
will never be offered? Consider what an eter- 
nal repentance will follow thee, if thou makest 
not use of the occasion of time for the pur- 
‘chasing of the kingdom of Heaven; especially 
when thou shalt see, that with so little ado 
thou mightest have gained that everlasting 
glory, which to satisfy a short pleasure thou 
hast lost for ever. 

O Eternal God, who dwellest in eternity, whose 


power is eternal, and whose kingdom is the king- 
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dom of all ages! Take me by thy right hand, O 
Lord ; conduct me to thy eternal glory. Let 
me esteem all things as nothing in respect of 
eternity. Grant, O Lord, that I may so pass 
through things temporal, that I do not finally 


lose the eternal. Amen. 
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CHAP. II. 


All Things on this side Heaven are inconstant 
and transitory. 
‘ 
As time itself is in a perpetual succession, and 
mutation being the companion of motion, so it 
fixes this ill condition unto most of those things 
which pass aiong init; the which not only have 
an end, and that a short one; but even during 
the shortness of time which they last, have a thou- 
sand changes; and before their ends, many ends; 
‘and before their deaths, many deaths; each 
particular change which our life suffers being 
the death of some estate or part of it: for as 
death is the total change of life, every change 
is the death of some part; sickness is the death 
of health; sleeping, of waking; sorrow, of joy ; 
impatience, of quiet; youth, of infancy; age, 


Cc 
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of youth. The same condition hath the uni- 
versal world, and all things in it; so that all 
things which follow time, and even time itself, 
at last must die. All human things, as well. 
intrinsically, and of their own nature, as by 
external violences which they suffer, are subject 
to perish: the fairest flower withers of itself, 
yet is oftentimes before borne away by the 
wind, or perishes by some storm of, hail. The 
most exact beauties lose their lustre by age, 
but are often before blasted by some violent 
fever. The strongest and most sumptuous pa- 
laces decay with continuance, if before not. 
ruined by fire or earthquake. Cast: your eyes 
upon those things which men judge most worthy 
to endure, and made them to the end they 
should be eternal; how many changes and deaths 
have they suffered ? 

GREGORY OF NAZIANZEN * placed the city 
of Thebes in Egypt as the chiefest of those won- 


ders which the old world admired; most of the 


* Nazian. in Monod. Plin,. lib. 36. c, 8. 
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houses were of alabaster matble spotted with 
drops of gold, which made them appear most 
splendid and magnificent ; upon the walls’ were 
many pleasant gardens; the gates no fewer than 
a hundred, out of which the prince could 
draw forth numerous armies’ without noise, 
Pomponius Mela * writes, that out of every 
port there issued ten thousand armed men, 
which in the whole came to be an army of a 
million, Yet all this huge multitude could not 
secure it from a small army, conducted by a 
youth, who took and destroyed it. 

Marcus Polus + writes, that he passed by the 
city of Quinsay, which contained fourscore mil- 
lions of souls; and Nicholas de Conti, passing 
not many years after by the same way, found 
. the city wholly destroyed, and begun to be 
newly built after another form. But yet greater 
than this was the city of Niniveh, which was 


of three days journey ; and it is now many ages 


* Pomp. Mel. lib. 1. c.9. Evag. lib. 2. c 1. 
+ Polus, lib. 2. Rerum Indic. c. 68. 
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smce we know not where it stood. No less. 
stately, but perhaps better fortified, was the 
city of Babylon; and that which was the impe- 
rial city of the world, became a desart, and 
habitation of harpies, satyrs, and monsters ; and 
the walls, which were twe hundred feet. in 
height and fifty in breadth, could not defend it 
from time. 

It is not much that cities have suffered so 
many changes, since monarchies and empires 
have done the same ; and so often hath the world 
changed her face, as she hath changed her mo- 
narch and master. He who had seen the world 
as it was in the time of the Assyrians, would 
not have known it as it was in the time of the 
Persians ; and he who knew it in the time of the 
Persians, would not have judged it for the same 
when the Greeks were masters. After, in the 
time ot the Romans, it appeared with a face 
not known before; and he who knew it then, 
would not know it now; and some few years 
hence it will put on another form, being in no- 


thing more like itself than in its perpetual 
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changes. Therefore nothing doth more deserve 
our scorn and contempt, and more now than 
ever, since it becomes every day worse, and 
grows old, and decays with age. Neither is 
the world only grown worse in the natural frame 
of it, but is also much defaced in the moral; 
the manners of men have altered it more than 
the violences and encounters of the elements. 

How many kingdoms were overthrown by the 
covetousness of Cyrus! The ambition of Alex- 
ander did not only destroy a great part-of the 
world, but made it put ona clear other face 
than it had before. ‘That which time spares is 
often snatched away by the covetousness of the 
thief; and how many lives are cut off by re- 
venge before they arrive unto old age! 

There is no stability in any thing, and least 
in man, who is not only changeable himself, but 
changes all things besides. 

One day often makes an end of great riches. 
Many personages of great honour and esteem 
changing their fortune become infamous. Dio- 
nysius was thrust from his throne, from a king 

c3 
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of Sicily to be a school-master in Corinth, 
and taught boys. Who could think that from 
a king he should be necessitated to become 
a school-master! Who would not wonder at 
the cozenage of the world, that should see 
him in his royal palace with a sceptre in 
his hand, compassed about with his servants, 
and the great ones of his kingdom, and should 
after behold him in his school, managing a 
rod in the midst of a number of boys! 
Cresus, the most rich king of Lydia, who being 
in hope to overthrow the Persians, not only 
lost his own kingdom, but fell into the power 
of his enemies, and failed but little of being 
burnt alive. Particular persons are not only 
witnesses that all human things are dreams, but 
cities, nations, and kingdoms ; nothing remains 
like itself; all things present are more frail 
and weak than the webs of spiders, and more 
deceitful than dreams. From this inconstaney 
of human things we may extract a constancy 
for ourselves :—first, by despising things so 


transitory ; secondly, by a resolute hope of an 
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end or change in our adversity and afflictions, 
since nothing here below is constant, but all 
mutable; and as things sometimes change from 
good to evil, so they may also from evil unto 
good. 

There is no confidence to be placed in human 
prosperity; for neither kingdom, empire, ,nor 
any greatness whatsoever, can secure their 
owners from ruin and misfortunes. Behold 
Andronicus clothed in purple, adored by na- 
tions, commanding the East; his temples en- 
riched with a royal diadem, the imperial sceptre 
in his hands, and his very shoes studded with 
Oriental gems. Presently after he is insulted 
-over by the basest of his people, buffetted by 
women, and pelted with dirt and stones in his 

’ imperial city; and lastly, they hung him up by 
the heels betwixt two pillars, and there left him 
»to die. This is enough to make us contemn all 
temporal goods and human felicity, which not 
only passes away with time, but often changes 
into greater misfortunes. What esteem can that 


merit which stands exposed to so’ much misery, 
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which is by so much the more sensible to the 
sufferer by how much it was less expected? 

The Emperor Vitedlius, whom the East and 
West acknowledged to be the great monarch 
of the world, in Rome saluted with so glorious 
titles, that he seemed to be all he could desire 
less than a god; but wherein ended all his ma- 
jesty but in the greatest infelicity and misery | 
that can be imagined? The people having vio- 
lently seized upon him, tied a rope about his 
neck, and his hands behind him, tore his gar- 
ments from his back, and struck a dagger under 
his chin; they haled him ignominiously up and 
down the streets of Rome, cast filth in his: face, 
and reviled him with a_ thousand injurious 
speeches; and at last killed him in the market- 
place, and threw him down the geminies, where 
they used to fling the corpses of malefactors. 
Folly is all human greatness, since at last it 
must end, and perhaps in a disastrous and un- 
happy conclusion. 

Who would have imagined that Valerianus 


the emperor, who was mounted upon his brave 
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eourser, trapped with gold, clad in purple, 
erowned with the imperial diadem, adored by 
nations, and commanding over kingdoms, should 
be taken prisoner by the king of Persia, be 
kept inclosed in a cage like some wild beast, 
used as a foot-stool for the king to get on 
horseback! But such contrary fortunes happen 
in human life, let us not therefore trust in it. 
Crowns nor sceptres do not secure us from the 
inconstancy of changes; and we may better 
trust unto the wind, or to letters written upon 
water, than unto human felicity. , 

The changes of fortune are but exchanges of 
ene condition for another: no man can fall 
when he is at lowest; and the lowest and basest 
of all things is human felicity, which when it 
quits us, we fall not, but change it, and per- 
haps for the better. The life of man is a la- 
‘meutable tragedy, wherein we observe such 
contrary extremes. I know all human great- 
hess is vanity; therefore I will never grieve for 
the loss of that which was nothing. That is not 


worthy of grief, which deserves not love. Things 
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below, as they merit not my affections when I 
enjoy them, so they ought not to vex and afflict 
me when | lose them. 

What are imperial diadems? What are thrones 
and majesty?. What are ornaments of gold and 
silver? All are vanity, and vanity of vanities. 
What were then the spectacles of the Amphi- 
theatre, the games of the Circus, and the | 
seignory of the world, but vanity of vanities, 
universal vanity? The same would Cresus 
have preached from the flames, Bajazet from 
his cage, and Dionysius from his school. If we 
had the opinion of those persons which are now 
damned, what would they think of majesty which 
they enjoyed in this life ?— Vanity!—they will say 
it has a smoke—a dream—a shadow! Where 
is now the splendor of the Consulate? Where 
the lictors and their fausces? - Where the crowns 
and tapestry? Where the banquets and revels ? 
All those things are perished; a boisterous 
wind hath blown away the leaves, and left the 
naked trees tottering, and almost plucked up 


by the roots. Where are the seven’ wonders of 
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the world? Where is Nero’s golden palace 2 
Where are Dioclesian’s hot baths? Where is 
Julius’s Colossus, or Pompey’s amphitheatre ?- 
They are all gone, there is no print of them 
remaining. And if we consider the greatness 
of this world, we shall perceive, that by how 
much it is more glorious, by so much it is 
more vain. What greater majesty than that. of 
the Roman emperor? Y¥et scarce was the elec- 
tion of a Roman emperor known before he was 
murdered. Amongst nineteen or twenty em- 
perors which passed betwixt Antoninus the 
Philosopher and Claudius the Second, not one 
escaped a violent death: so as the greatest feli- 
city of the world was tied to the greatest mis- 
hap. Therefore Dionysius, to express the mi- 
series and infelicities of the lives of kings, said, 
Té was like that of condemned persons, which 
every hour expect deaih.—O crown, (said King 
Antigonus, more noble than happy), if men 
knew how full thou art of cares and dangers, no 
man would take thee up, though:he should find 
thee in the streets. And Constantine the Great, 
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who was arrived at the height of human felicity, 
said, His hfe was something more honourable 
than that of shepherds, but much more trouble- 
some. There is no felicity upon earth which 
carries not its counterpoise of misfortunes; no 
happiness which mounts so high, which is not 
depressed by some calamity. 

The felicity of this life is but a shadow of 
true happiness; for the shadow is not a body, 
but a resemblance of a body; and seeming to 
be something is nothing. The inconstancy and 
speedy change of human things deserves this 
name; because the shadow is always altering, 
and ends on a sudden. And as the shadow, 
when it is at length, and can increase no farther, 
is nearest to the end; so temporal goods, and 
human fortunes, when»they are mounted up as 
high as the stars, are then nearest to vanish and 
disappear suddenly. Those who work in per- 
spective, will so paint a room, that the light 
entering only through a hole, you shail perceive 
beautiful and perfect figures and shapes; but 
if you open the windows, and let in a full light, 
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at most you shall see but some imperfect, lines 
and shadows: so things of this world seem 
great and beautiful unto those who are in dark- 
ness, and have but little light of Heaven; but 
those who enjoy the perfect light of truth and 
faith, find nothing in them of substance. — | 

The things of this world are not only a sha- 
dow, but are very deceitful ; they promise us 
goods, and give us evils; promise us ease, and 
give us cares; promise us security, and give us 
danger; promise us great contents, and give 
us great vexations; there is no felicity upon 
earth, no happiness which mounts so high, 
which is not depressed by some low calamity. 
It is not needful to attend the end of life to see 
the imposture of it; it is enough to. see the 
‘alterations whilst it lasts. Be assured, that 
vain is all the greatness of ‘the earth, if that of 
Heaven be not gained by it. Since that all 
kingdoms, empires, honours, and greatness 
whatsoever, are but a shadow, and will pre- 
sently vanish, and we are here in this world but 
as in an inn, from whence we are suddenly to 
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depart; let us take care for our journey, and 
furnish ourselves with provision and a viaticum 
for eternity ; let us clothe ourselves with such 
garments as we may carry along with us. This 
may be our comfort, that our wealth, whether 
we will or no, may be taken from us; but eternal 
happiness, unless by our fault, cannot, We may be 
deprived of honours against our wills, but not of 
our virtue, except weconsent. Temporal goods 
may perish, be stolen, and lost many ways; but 
spiritual goods can only be forsaken; and are then 
only lost, when we leave them by our sins; 
the roses of glory in Heaven do never fade, nor 
doth custom dull the lively taste of those ce- 
lestial delights. Let us therefore convey our 
riches here, through the hands of the poor, in 
bills of exchange, into the eternity of glory, 
where such money is current; for our geod 
works will follow us. I will therefore preserve 
myself in humility ; I will not confide in pro- 
sperity, nor presume upon my virtues, though 
never so great, since every man is subject to 


fall into those misfortunes he little thinks of. 
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I will not trust in life, because it may fail whilst 
the goods of it remain; and will as little trust 
in them, because they may likewise fail whilst 
it continues. 
Blessed Lord! thou art my salvation, thou 
art my glory, my aid, and ali my hope is in 
thee. At thy right hand there are riches, great- 


ness, and powers, for ever without end. 


26 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


CHAP. III. 


All Sublunary Things are contemptible, and of 


no value. 


THe things of this world, though their va- 
nity, which swells and blows them up, seems to 
extend, and engreaten them; yet they are in 
themselves contemptible and little. Those 
things which seem to make the greatest noise, 
are honour, fame, and renown; we shall see 
how narrow they are: and hear one who was 
placed in the highest degree of glory and dig- 
nity in the whole world, since he was Lord of it, 
the Emperor Marcus Antoninus, who speaks in 
this manner: perhaps thou art solicitous of 
honour ; behold how quickly oblivion blots out 
all things ; behold a chaos of eternity both be- 
fore and after. 

How vain is the noise of fame! How great 


the inconstancy and uncertainty of human 
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judgments and opinions! In how narrow a: 
compass are all things inclosed! The world is 
but a point; and of it, how small a corner is 
inhabited! And who, and how many, are those 
in it who are to praise thee! He who desires 
fame and honour after death, thinks not that 
he who is to remember him, shall shortly dye 
also; and in the same manner he who is to: 
suceed after him, until that all: memory which 
is to be propagated by mortal men, be blotted 
out. But suppose that those who are to re- 
member thee were immortal; what could it im-- 
| port thee being dead? Nay, being alive, what 
could it profit thee to be praised? All that is 
fair, is fair of itself, and is perfected within itself; 
and to be praised is no part of the beauty. 
'- Consider the vanity of those. titles which 
many have assumed, only to make themselves 
known in the world. Let us judge how it will 
fare with us of Europe, by those who have 
taken titles upon them in Asia; for if the fame 
of those in Asia arrive not to the knowledge of 
D3 
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us in Europe, no more shall ours in Europe to 
theirs in Asia. 

The name of Echebar * was thought by his 
subjects to be eternal, and that all the world 
did not only know but fear him: but ask here 
in Europe who he was, and no man hath heard 
of him; demand of the most learned, and few 
shall resolve you that he reigned in Mogor. 

How few have heard of the name of Venca- 
tapadino Ragium? He imagined that there was 
no man in the world who knew him not: how 
many can tell me that he was the king of Nar- 
singa? If then these warlike and potent princes 
are not known in Europe, no more shall Charles 
the Fifth, and many other excellent men in 
arms and literature, which have flourished in 
these parts, be known in Asia and Africa. 

If we reflect upon the truth of those titles 
which many arrogate unto themselves, we shall 


perceive them all to be vain. How many are 


* Jarrie, in Thesau. Indie. 
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ealled Highness, and Excellence, who are of a 
base and abject spirit, and continue in mortal 
sin, which is the meanest and lowest thing iu 
the world? How many are called Serenissimi, 
who have their understanding darkened, and 
their will perverted? Others call themselves 
Most Magnificent with as much reason as Nero 
might be called Most Clement. The things 
wherein we have placed honour, make it most 
ridiculous. Some think they should be valued 
and. esteemed, because they are strong; not 
remembering, that a bear, a bull, or a sumpter 
mule, is stronger than they: some because 
they are richly clad, become mighty proud, and 
puffed up; not being ashamed to be more 
esteemed for the work of a mechanick taylor, 
than for their virtuous actions: others think 
to be honoured for their dishonours, bragging 
of their vices: others boast of the nobility of 
their blood, without looking upon virtue, and 
so make that a vice which was to oblige them 


to noble actions; converting that which was to 
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be their honour into infamy; valuing themselves 
more for being noble, than for being virtuous 
and just. | 

A man is no greater than what he is in the 
eyes of Gop; and the estimation. which Gop 
hath of us, is not fer being born in a palace, 
but for being righteous and just. What an 
error is it then to value ourselves more for our 
human birth, by which we are made sinners, 
than for our divine birth, by which we are made 
just? How foolish were he, who being the son 
of a king and bond woman, should esteem hini- 
self more for being the son of a slave, than a 
monarch? More fool is he, who values more 
the nobility of his blood in being a gentleman, 
than the nobility of his soul in being a Chris- 
tian. All honours of the earth are but splendid 
vanities; and those who seek after them are 
like boys who hunt after butterflies: yet many 
souls have perished by them. If David cursed 
the mountains of Gelboe, because Saul and Jo-- 


nathan dyed upon them; with much more rea- 
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son may we curse the high mountains of honour, 
upon which so many souls have been sure to 
perish. 

Let us consider what riches-are, unto whom 
Gregory Nazianzen did much honour, when he 
called them a precious dung; truly in them- 
selves they are not much. better. Gold and 
silver, said Antoninus the Philosopher, were 
hothing else than excrements and dregs of the 
earth: what are precious stones, but shining 
pebbles, some red, some green, &c.; silk, but 
the slaverings of worms? And the finest Hol- 
lands, and the purest linen, but threads of cer- 
tain plants? Other webs of esteem are made 
of hair of beasts, whereof, if we should meet 
one in our meat, would make us loathe it; and 
‘many in their clothes are proud of them. Furs, 
what are they but the skins of contemptible 
vermin? Civet, but the sweat of a cat near its 
most noisome parts? Amber, but the unclean- 
ness of a whale, or something which the sea 
purges from it, as not worthy to be preserved ? 


_ What are possessions, palaces, cities, provinces, 
‘ 
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and spacious kingdoms? They are only toys of 
men, who, though old, are but children, in 
esteeming so much of them. Lucian, behold- 
ing them, not from the imperial heaven, but 
‘from the sphere of the moon, said, All Greece 
possessed not above four fingers; and that Pelo- 
ponnesus was no bigger than a lentil seed. To 
Seneca, the whole compass of the earth seemed 
but a point, and all the greatness thereof only 
matter of sport. Riches were invented for the 
ease and commodity of life; but as man hath 
made them, they serve for the greatest trouble 
and vexation: he who hath wealth, hath most 
want, because he not only needs for himself, 
but for all which he possesseth: so that he 
which hath a great house, hath the same neces- 
sities that his house hath, which are many; for 
a great house requires much furniture, and a 
large family ; and so charges the master with 
multitudes of servants, great quantities of plate, 
hangings, and other ornaments superfluous to 
use, and human commodity: insomuch, as none 


are more poor than the rich; because they 
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want, not only for themsefves, but for all that 
is theirs: at least, riches want not this in- . 
commodity, that although they were invented 
for human use and ease, yet he that hath them 
in the greatest abundance, hath the greatest 
cares, troubles, dangers, and ever the greatest 
losses. Let us therefore, while we have time, 
make over our riches; let us. send them before 
us into another world: Heaven stands open to 
receive them, we need not doubt of safe car- 
riage; the carriers are very faithful and trusty, 
they are the poor and needy of this world; we 
make over unto them here, by way of exchange, 
a few things of little value; being to receive in 
Heaven for them an exceeding eternal weight of 
_glory. 

How narrow is the sphere of all our plea- 
sures, which besides the short time they en- 
dure, are mingled with wormwood of many 
pains and griefs! The adulterer, ‘how many 
troubles and dangers does he usually pass, be- 
fore he compass his desire! In the enjoying, 


what fears and suspicions assault him! And 
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when it is past (if he thinks seriously of his 
sin) what remorse and repentance afflict him ! 
And oftentimes, how many long diseases and 
sharp pains sueceed that which lasted but for a 
moment! The several sorts of gusts. whereof 
the touch is capable, exceed not two or three; 
but the distinct sorts of pains which afflict us 
are without number. The greatest pleasure of 
the sense holds no comparison with the grief 
endured by the separation of a member ; or the 
pain suffered by him who hath the stone, scia- 
tica, or some violent disease in extremity. 

What shall we say of the royal and imperial 
dignity, which seems in human judgment to 
embrace all the happiness of the world? Ho- 
nours, riches, pleasures, all are contained in it. 
But how small is a kingdom, since the whole 
earth, inrespect of the heavens, is no bigger 
than a point ! 

Look not upon the crown, but upon the 
tempest of cares which accompany it; fix not 
thy eyes upon the purple, but upon the mind 
of the king, more sad and dark than the purple 
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itself; the diadem doth not more encompass 
his head, than cares and suspicions his soul. 
Look not at the squadrons of his guards, but 
at the armies of his molestations which attend 
him ; fer nothing can be so full of cares as the 
palaces of kings; but it is far otherwise in 
Heaven, the palace and house-of Gop, where 
the just, without mixture or counterpoise of 
misery, are to enjoy those eternally. 

If you look upon the so much esteemed 
greatness of this world, the brave palaces, re- 
nowned cities, large kingdoms; you may com- 
pare them to those little houses of sand or 
dirt made by children for their entertainment, 
which men stand by and laugh at; and often- 
_times, if their parents or masters fmd that it 
hinders them from learning their lessons, they 
strike them down with their feet, and destroy 
that in a moment which has cost the boys much 
time and labour; so GoD useth to deal with 
those, who neglecting his service, employ them- 
» selves in scraping together riches, enlarging 
their possessions, building of palaces, which 
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he destroys with ease, as if they were those 
little houses of sand, made by children: and 
certainly, more children are they, who set their 
hearts upon the greatness of this short life, 
than those who busy themselves in walls of dirt. 

Esteem none for their exterior lustre and 
bravery ; he must dye as well as the most poor 
and unknown beggar; he must be buried, and 
at last appear before the just judgment. Where- 
fore dost thou then value and admire those 
things, which have no consistence, as if they 
were to last for ever ? 

If you look upon a table, where you behold 
painted, arich and powerful man and a poor con- 
temptible beggar, you neither envy the one, nor 
despise the other ; because you know them to be 
shadows, and notruths. The same judgment we 
ought to make of the things themselves ; for all 
are but shadows, and little more than nothing. 
And as in a comedy or farce, it imports little 
who plays Alexander, and who the beggar, 
since all are equal when the play is done; so 


are all after death. 
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T will therefore from hence learn, not to ad- 
mire the grandeur of this world, nor to desire 
any thing in it. I have an inheritance in Hea- 
ven which none can take from me; there I have 
a mansion not made by the hands of men. | 
will look after those eternal goods, which by my 
faith and hope I do now enjoy: they can never 
be taken from me; for they are the eternal in- 


heritance of the just. 
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CHAP, IV. 
The Vanity of Man. 


Ir we consider the greatest thing in nature, 
which is man, we shall see how vain and little 
he is, being temporal. What is man? saith 
Seneca ;—a frail vessel, broken with the least 
motion; a most weak body, naked by natures — 
and unarmed; subject to the injuries of for- 
tune; composed of things infirm, and fluid; 
and those very things, without which man can- 
not live, as smell, taste, meat, and drink, 
are mortal unto him. The wise Solon did 
not answer more favourably, when they de- 
manded of him, What was man? He is, saith 
he, « corruption in his birth, a beast in his life, 
and food for worms when he is dead. He does 


things evil, which are not lawful; things filthy, _ 


» 
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which are not decent; things vain, which are 
not expedient. Behold, the plants and trees, 
they produce flowers, haws, and fruits; man 
nothing but vermin and worms: they furnish us 
with oyl, wine, and balsam; man affords na 
thing but flegm and ordure ; those send forth a 
fragrant odour, which man does not. And such 
is man even in his youth, and best time; but if 
he reach old age, which is esteemed as a feli- 
city, his heart is afflicted, his head shakes, his 
spirits languish, his face wrinkles, his stature 
bends, his eyes wax dim, his hands tremble, 
his hair falls, his ears grow deaf. Neither is he 
more changed in body than in mind : an old man 
is easily displeased, hardly pacified, believes 
quickly, covetous, froward, still complaining, 
‘ admires what is past, contemns what is present; 
sighs, grieves, languishes, and is always infirm. 
Consider also, wherein man ends; what thing 
more noisome than a human carcase? what 
raore horrible than a dead man? He whose 
embraces were most acceptable when he was 
alive, even his sight is troublesome when he is 
E3 
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dead.* What do riches and honour profit him ? 
They shall not free him from death, they shall 
not defend him from the worms, they shall not 
take away his stink and ill savour; he, who 
even now was seated on a glorious throne, is 
now flung into an obscure tomb ; he who lately 
feasted in a sumptuous sata, is now feasted om 
by worms in a dark sepulchre. Wherefore dost 
thou wax proud, dust and ashes! whose con- 
ception was in sin, whose birth in misery, whose” 
life in pain, and whose death necessity ? Where- 
fore dost thou swell, and adorn thy flesh with 
precious things, which in few days is to be 
devoured by moments and dost not rather adorn: 
thy soul with good works, which is to be pre- 
sented in Heaven before Gop and his angels 2 
Besides that, man is a thing so poor and 
mean, and composed of so base and vile mate- 
rials; this vileness and meanness hath no firm- 
ness nor consistence, but is a river of changes, 
a perpetual corruption, and a phantasm of 


time ; his nature from his birth, until his death, 


* Gen. xxHi, 4- 
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is unstable, mutable, and transitory; the more 
you consider if, the more it flies from you. 
The embrion, which is framed from seed, 
quickly becomes an infant, from thence a boy, 
from thence a young man, from thence an old, 
and then decrepit; and so the first age being 
passed and corrupted by new ones which suc- 
ceed, it comes at last to dye: how ridiculous 
then are men to fear one death, whe have 
already dyed so many, and are yet to dye more ? 
He never remains the same, but in every mo- 
ment he changes as it were, with various phan- 
tasms, in one common matter; if he be still 
the same, how comes he to delight in things he 
did not before? He now loves and abhors after 
another manner than formerly: he now praises 
‘and dispraises other things than he did before; he 
uses other words, and is moved with other af- 
fections ; he doth not hold the same form, nor 
pass the same judgment he did; and how is 
it possible, that without change in himself, he 
should thus change in his motions and affec- 


tions ? Certainly, he who still changes, is not 
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the ‘same; and he who is not the same, cannot 
be said to be, but in a continual mutation 
slides away like water. Where shall we then 
find true being, but in that only which is 
eternal, and knows no beginning; which is in- 
corruptible, which is not changed with time? 

Man is not only thus vile and base whilst he 
lives, and much more being dead; but even 
his soul, whilst it remains in his body, is not 
of much greater esteem; for although the soul 
be of itself of a most noble substance, yet his 
vices do so much vilify it, that he makes it 
more abominavie than the body; and without | 
doubt the soul, when it is dead in mortal sin, is 
more corrupt in the sight of the angels, than a 
body dead eight days ago; for if that body be 
full of worms, this is full ‘of sins and vices ; 
and if a man knew himself well, he would be 
more affrighted at the misery of his soul, than 
at that of his flesh. 

Amongst all evils, man is the most evil; every 
beast hath an evil which is peculiar unto it, 


but man is all evils: the Devi! dares not ap- 
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proach a just man, but man dares despise him. 
Man is compared to the beasts of the field; it 
is worse to be compared to a beast, than to be 
one: for it is no fault to be born an unreason- 
able creature; but to be endowed with reason, 
and to be compared to a beast, is a fault of the 
will, so as this untamed passion makes him 
_ worse than beasts. | 

What sorts of deaths and torments hath not 
human cruelty found out! What sorts of poison 
hath not the passion of man invented ! Orpheus, 
Orus, Medisius, Hesiodotus, and other authors, 
have found out five hundred several ways of 
giving poison covertly, which have since been 
(to the calamity of man) wonderfully encreased. 
Nothing is now secure from the malice of man, 
"since poison hath been given even in the shaking 
of hands, when men were to be reconciled and 
made friends: only in the sense of hearing it 
hath not yet found a door to enter; all the rest 
of the senses it hath mastered; with the smell! 


of a rose, with the sight of a letter, with the 
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touch of a thread, with the taste of a grape, 
death hath found an entrance. 

And, as though man were not miserable 
enough by nature, his very passions must con- 
tribute to make him wretched and unhappy; 
the proud man grieves and consumes for the 
felicity of another; the envious dies to see a 
happy man live ; the covetous man loses his. 
sleep for what he hath no need of; the chole- 
rick man ruins himself for what no ways con- 
cerns him:, with reason did the Prophet say ; 
In vain doth man trouble himself; he troubles 
himself, and before he obtains rest, is overwhelmed ; 
he mounts on high like a tempest ; and like dust 
is scattered aud disappears; he is kindled like a 
flame, and vanishes like smoke ; he spreads him- 
self as a cloud, and is contracted as a drop. He 
is troubled to gain the filth of riches, anda 
little dirt; his are the troubles, others the joys; 
his are the cares, others the contents; his are 
the curses, others the respect and reverence. 


The life of man is full of vain labours, of yexa- 
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tious thoughts, thinking how to obtain what he 
desires, and then how to keep it; after how to 
increase it, then how to, defend it, and lastly, 
how to enjoy it; and yet in conclusion all fails 
to pieces in the handling, and becomes nothing. 
What labour doth it cost the poor spider to 
weave his web, passing incessantly from one 
part to another, and often returning to the 
same place where he began, consuming himself 
with the threads drawn from his proper entrails 
for the forming of his pavillion, which, with 
many journies having placed on high, and, at 
last, finished this goodly artifice, one touch of 
a broom defaces, and brings to the ground all 
his labour? Just such are the employments of 
man, of much toil and of little profit ; spending 
“the most part of his time in useless projects, 
which, of themselves, fall to nothing, and, in 
the end, vanish without effect. 

In vain doth man trouble himself, for he 
enjoys a life but lent him, and that but fora 
short time. Man is but a debt of death, which 


is to be paid without delay. 1 have considered 


% 
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with tears what man was made of, what he is, 
and what he shall be. He was made of earth, 
and conceived in sin, and born for punishment. 
O unhappy condition of human nature! O the 
vanity and delusions of man! Thou which glo- 
riest in the strength of body, thou which em- 
bracest the gifts of fortune, and thinkest not 
thyself her servant, but her darling; see how 
thou mightest have perished even before thou 
wert, with so little a thing as a snuff of a 
candle; and mayst yet with a smaller matter, 
prickt with the little tooth of an adder ; or like 
Anucreon the Poet, choaked with the stone of a 
grape; or like Fabius the Roman Senator, suf- 
focated with a hair in a draught of milk. The 
life of man compared to the continuance of the 
world is but a moment, and the world’s con- 
tinuance is but a moment in respect of eternity. 

With good reason then is the life of man to 
be valued as nothing; since nothing is more 
frail, nothing more perishing; and in conclu- 
sion, is little more than if it had no being at all. 


Glass without violence may last long; but the 
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life of man ends of itself: glass may with care 
be preserved for many ages; but nothing can 
preserve the life of man. 

All this King David well understood, who 
was the most powerful and happy prince the 
Hebrews ever had ; yet when he considered that 
his greatness Was to have an end, valued it as 
nothing; and not only esteemed his kingdoms 
and treasures as vanity, but even his life itself; 
wherefore he says, Psalm 37. Thou hast put, 
Lord, a measure unto my days, and my substance 
is as nothing. All my kingdoms, all my tro- 
phies, all my treasures, all which I possess, all 
is nothing: and presently adds, doubtless all is 
vanity: all which living man is, all his whole 
life is vanity, and nothing that belongs to him 
so frail as himself, 

- O if we could but frame a true conception of 
the shortness of this life, how should we de- 
spise the pleasures of it! This is a matter of 
such importance, that Gop commanded the prin- 
cipal of his prophets, that he should go into the 
streets and market-places, and proclaim aloud, 


F 
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that all flesh is grass, and all the glory of it, as 
the flower of the field; for as the grass which 
is cut in the morning withers before night, and 
as the flower is quickly faded, so is the life of 
all flesh, the beauty and splendor of it wither- 
ing in. a day. . He who shall look upon the 
frailty of our flesh, and that every moment of 
an hour we increase and decrease without ever 
remaining in the same state; and even what 
‘we now speak, dictate, or write, flies away with 
some part of our life, will not doubt to.say, his 
flesh is grass, and the glory of it as the flower 
of the field: he that yesterday was an infant, 
is now a boy, and will suddenly.be a youth; 
and even until, old age runs changing through 
uncertain conditions. of life, and perceives him- 
self first to be-an old man, before he begins to 
admire that he is not still a, boy. Nay, seeing 
death. seizeth upon others, yet he will not be- 
lieve that it shall happen to him ; and although 
he hear of it, hourly, yet; it appears unto him 
as a hidden mystery, which he cannot under- 


stand. Gop therefore commanded his Prophet 


~ 
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Isaiah, that he should proclaim it with a loud 
voice, as a thing of great importance, and that 
it might sink into the heart of man: receive 
therefore this truth from Gop himself; All 
flesh is grass, all age is short, all time flies, all 
life vanishes; and a great multitude of years 
are but a great nothing. , 

Let us hear how true this is from those who 
lived the longest, and have had the experience 
of what it is to live; perhaps thou mayst pro- 
mise thyself to live a hundred years, as though 
this were a long life: hearken then unto holy 
Job, who lived two hundred and forty years, 
who knew best what it was to live; what says 
he of all his years? My days, saith he, are 

nothing ; nothing he calls them, although they 
lasted almost three ages. In other places he 
says, the life of man is like the flower which 
springs up to-day, and to-morrow is trodden 
under foot, and that it flies like a shadow, 
without ever remaining in the same state. How 
poor a thing then is life, since holy Job calls it but 
a shadow though then three or four times longer 


F2 
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than at present! Those who lived more than 
eight hundred years, esteemed their life but as 
a shadow; and in the instant when they died, 
judged they were scarce born. How can we 
think to live long in a time wherein it is much 
to make the age of sixty years! A hfe then 
of eight hundred years being no more than the 
flirting up and down of a little sparrow, the 
flight of an arrow, or to say better, the pas- 
sage of a shadow: what then are fifty years, 
unto which perhaps thou mayst attain? Cer- 
tainly the longest term, whereunto human life 
extends, was compared by Homer but unto the 
leaves of the tree, which at most endure but a 
summer’s season. Euripides judged that too 
much, and said, that human felicity was to be 
valued but at the length of a day: and Deme- 
trius Phalerius allowed it but a moment’s space. 
Consider then how vile are all things temporal, 
and how frail is all the glory of the world, being 
grounded upon so feeble a foundation: the 
goods of the earth can be no greater than is 


life, which give them their value; and if that 
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be so poor and short, what shall they be? 
What good can be of value which is sustained 
by a life so contemptible and full of misery? 
A figure of this was the statue of Nebuchadnezzar, 
which although made of rich metal, as of gold 
and silver, yet was founded on feet of clay; so 
as a little stone falling upon it, overthrew it 
unto the earth. All the greatness and riches of 
the world have for foundation the life of him 
who enjoys them, which is so frail and slippery, 
that not a little stone, but even the grain of a 
grape hath been able to ruin and overthrow it. 

I shall not therefore be ambitious of a rich 
Mausoleum after my death, for the repose of my 
body; nor do I desire a stately sepulchre, or 
. beautiful urn, or that my name or actions should 
be engraven in marble: I know this, that if I 
shall be miserable and unhappy hereafter, they 
will be but for my greater shame and reproach. 
Out of this life I ean carry nothing but my 
good works ; I will not add unto my evil ones 
that of vain glory: I will take heed whereon I 
_ set my heart; since the accomplishment of 
FS 
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what I wish, may be a punishment of my de- 
sires: if those things of the earth which I.most 
love, and desire, should continue; if they be 
taken from me, it js a chastisement of my 
earthly affection, and if I be permitted to enjoy 
them, I am fearful that they may be the tempo- 
ral reward of some good work, which maf either 


diminish or deprive me of the eternal. 
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CHAP, V. 
The Miseries of Temporal Life. 


iF man before he was born, knew what he was 
to suffer in this life, he would not be born at 
all: therefore Silenus being demanded what was 
the greatest happiness man was capable. of? 
said, not to be born or die quickly. With rea- 
son did Democritus say, that the life of man 
was most miserable, since those who seek for 
good, hardly find it, and evil comes of itself, 
and enters our, gates unsought for: insomuch 
as our life is always exposed unto innumerable 
dangers, iaspnties; losses, and to so many in- 
firmities, that according to Pliny, and many 
physicians, Greeks and Arabians, there . were 
more than thirty several sorts of new diseases 


discovered in the space of a few years; and 
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now every day finds out others, and some so 
cruel, that they are not to be named without 
horrour; and the malice of the disease is not 
greater, than many times the remedy is strange. 
Some have been cured by cauterizing with fire, 
by sawing off a member, by tripanizing the 
scull, or drawing bones from it; others have 
been cured with the opening of the body. 
Above all, the cure of Paleolagus the Second, 
Emperor of Constantinople, was most cruel, 
whose infirmity, after a year’s continuance, 
found no other remedy but to be continually 
vexed and displeased: his wife and servants 
who most desired his health, having no ways 
to restore it, but by disobedience, still crossing 
and opposing him in what he most desired: a 
harsh cure for a prince! If remedies be so 
great evils, what are the infirmities? The sick- 
ness of Macenas was so strange, that he slept 
not, nor closed his eyes in three whole years. 
That of King Antiochus was so pestilential, 
that it infected his whole army, and his body 


flowed with vermin, Consider here the end 
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of majesty, when the greatest power on earth 
cannot defend itself against so noisome and con- 
temptible an enemy. In the same manner Fere- 
trina, Queen of the Bareans, all the flesh -of 
her body turned into maggots, which swarmed 
every where, and at last consumed her, Some 
have had serpents bred in their limbs, which 
have devoured their flesh even whilst they lived. 
With reason then does man enter into the world 
with tears, as divining the many miseries which 
he shall have time enough to suffer, but not to 
jament, and therefore begins to weep so early. 
All the days of man are full of grief and misery, 

What shall I say of those strange pestilentia} | 
distempers which have destroyed whole cities 
and ‘provinces? In many places it hath raged 
“with such fury, as if meant to extirpate all 
mankind: so many thousands of people have 
died, that whole towns and .countries have re- 
mained desert. The evil hath been many times 
so great, that fathers forsook their children, 


and women their husbands. Riches did not 
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preserve them from dying of hunger: if they 
found by chance what to eat, the fury of the 
distemper was such, as they often died with the 
morsel in their mouths. To all this is human 
life subject. Let those therefore who are in 
health and jollity, fear what may befal them. 
Famine is no less a misery of man’s life, than 
pestilence, which not only particular persons, but 
whole provinces, have often suffered: many times 
people when they had nothing left them to eat, 
have fed on horses, dogs, cats, rats, dormice, and 
other vermin, when they could lay hold on them; 
and, when those failed, eat one another: nay, 
fathers spared not their sons, nor women those 
whom they brought forth; and many would 
willingly have pawned their own bowels, to 
have had wherewith to feed them. What a 
horrid prospect is it to see a company of people 
appearing in the streets more like unto ghosts 
and phantoms than living men! Others stretched 
upon the ground half dead, and ready to draw 


the last gasp! What pity is it to behold thou- 
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sands of women, feeble, pale, and hunger- 
starved, charged with a great number of their 
poor languishing infants, which dried up with 
hunger, could not so much as weep or demand 
succour from their sorrowful and aitlicted mo- 
thers; who could only help them with. their 
compassionate looks, of which rivers of tears 
which ran from their eyes were a sufficient wit- 
ness! This is a lamentable scene of a most 
miserable tragedy. All those miseries which 
fall not under imagination, are found in the life 


of man. : 


Greater than all these calamities is that of © 


war, which, of the three scourges of Gob, 
wherewith he uses to chastise kingdoms, is the 
-most terrible; as well because it is commonly 
followed by, the other two, as for that it brings 
along with it greater punishments; and which 
is worse, greater sins, whereof plagues are free, 
in which all endeayour to be. reconciled with 
Gop, and even those which are in health dis- 
pose themselves for death. Famine also, though 


it brings with it some sins, yet it lessens others; 
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though it he accompanied with many thefis, yet 
it suits not so much-with pride and vanity ; nei- 
ther doth it permit so many sorts of vices as 
are occasioned by war. 

Above all, the greatest calamities of man’s 
life, are not pestilence, famine, or war; but 
human passions not subordinate to reason. 
What did David suffer from the envy of Saul? — 
Exile, hunger, dangers, and war. Naboth sooner 
lost his life by the covetousness of Ahab, than 
he could have done by a plague. Elias was 
more afflicted with the desire of revenge in 
Jezabel, than if he had had the pestilence: for 
that made him weary of his life, and this would 
but have made him weary of his disease. What 
plagues or wars were like the ambition of 
Herod, which destroyed so many thousand 
children? What contagion was more mortal 
than the cruelty of Nero and other tyrants, who 
took away the lives of so many innocent people 
to satisfy their fears or fancies ? . 

Who is so happy to content all, and be en- 


vied of none? Who is so esteemed, that some 
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do not despise hin? Who is so general a well- 
doer, that nobody complains of him? The 
Athenians found fault with their Simonides be- 
cause he talked too loud. The Thebans accused 
Panniculus that he spit too much. The Car- 
thaginians spake ill of Hannibal, because he 
went open breasted, with his stomach bare. 
Others laughed at Julius Cesar, because he was 
ili girt. There is none so upright in whom 
envy will not find something to reprehend. 

So many are the miseries of life, that they 
eannot all be numbered. Death, which is 
thought by some the greatest’ of evils, is by 
many esteemed a lesser evil than life; the many 
evils in this, surpassing the greatness of the 
evil of that; and therefore some have conceived 
‘it is better to suffer the greatest, which is death, 
than to suffer so many, though lesser, which 
are in life. For this reason one calls death, the 
fast and greatest physician; because though in 
itself it be the greatest evil, yet it cures all 
others; and therefore prescribes the hopes of 
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it, as an efhcacious remedy and comfort in the 
afflictions of life. 

What security can there be in life, when the 
earth, which is the mother of the living, is uin- 
faithful to them, and sprouts out miseries and 
deaths, even of whole cities? What can be 
secure in the world, if the world itself be not, 
and the most solid parts of it shake? If that 
which is only immovable and fixt for to sustain 
the living, tremble with earthquakes ; if what 
is proper to the earth, which is to be firm, be 
unstable and betray us, where shall our fears 
find a refuge? When the roof of the house 
shakes, we may fly into the fields; but when 
the earth shakes, whither shall we go? 

In time of the plague we may change places ; 
but from the whole earth who can fly ?— 
And so from dangers; and therefore not to 
have a remedy, may secure us as a com- 
fort in our evils; for fear is foolish without 
hope. Reason banishes fear in these who are 


wise, and in those who are not. Despair of 
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remedy gives a kind of security, at least takes 
away fear. He that will fear nothing, let him 
think all things are to be feared. Sce what 
slight things indanger us; even those which 
sustain life, lay ambushes for us. Meat and 
drink, without which we cannot live, take away 
our lives. It isno wisdom therefore to fear being 
swallowed by an earthquake, and not to fear 
the falling of a tile. In death all sorts of dying 
are equal. What imports it whether one single 
stone kill thee, or a whole mountain oppress 
thee? Death consists in the soul’s leaving of 
the body, which often happens by slight acci- 
dents. | | 

Wonderful are the ways which death finds 
out, and most poor and contemptible those 
things upon which life. depends; it hangs not 
upon a thread, but sometimes upon so sinall a 
thing as a hair. No door is shut to death, it 
enters where the air cannot enter, and encoun- 
ters us in the very action of life. Small. things. 
are able to deprive us of so great a good. A 
- little grain of a gigpe took away the life of 


G2 


ad 


G4 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


Anacreon. The affections of the soul, and the 
pleasures of the body, ‘become the highway 

unto death. Homer died of grief; and Sophocles 
"of an excess of joy. Dionysius was killed with 
the good news of a victory which he had ob- 
tained. Aurelianus died dancing. Cornelius 
Gallus, and Titus Etherius, died in the act of 
lust. 

Let no man assure himself of that life which 
hath so many entrances for death. Let no man 
say, I shall not die to-day, for many have 
thought so, and yet suddenly died that very 
hour. By so inconsiderable things, as we 
have said, have many died; and thou mayst 
die without any of them: for sudden death, 
there is no need of a hair, or excess of grief, 
or sudden joy to surprize thee, it may hap- 
pen without any of those exterior causes. A 
slight inflammation, which flies unto the heart 
without any body perceiving it, is sufficient 
to make an end of thee; and it is to be ad- 
mired that no more die suddenly, consider- 


ing the disorders of our ljfe, and the frailties 


i in 
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of our bodies. We are not of iron or brass, 
but of soft and delicate flesh. A clock, though 
of hard metal, in time wears out, and every 
hour needs mending; and breaking of one wheel 
stops the motions of all the rest. There is 
more artifice in a human body than ina clock : 
and it is much more delicate; the nerves are 
not of steel, nor the veins of brass, nor the 
‘howels of iron; how many have had their 
livers or spleens corrupted and displaced ; and 
have died suddenly! No man sees what he 
hath within his body; and such may his infir- 
mity be, although he think, and feel himself 
well, yet he may die within an hour. Let us all 
tremble at what may happen! 

: But Chritians, in all the miseries and dangers 
of human life, have great comforts to lay hold 
on; which are, a good conscience, hope of 
glory, conformity unto the Divine Will, and 
the imitation and example of Jesus CHRIST ; 
from these four he shall in life have happiness, 
in death security, in both comfort, and in eter- 


nity a reward, 


a 
Go 
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We may draw from what hath been said, how 
unjust was the complaint of Theophrastus, that 
nature hath given a longer life unto many birds 
and beasts, than unto man. If our life were 
less troublesome, he had some reason; but it 
being so fraught with miseries, he might rather 
think that life the happiest which was the 
shortest: wherefore it is better to die young, 
and die well, than to die old, and die ill. 
This voyage being of necessity, the felicity of 
it consists not in being long, but being prospe- 
rous, and that at the last we arrive in the desired 
port. Therefore supposing so many miseries, 
we cannot complain of Gop for having given us 
a short life, but of ourselves for having made ita 
bad one: our life being compassed with so many 
miseries, as that death seems rather a shelter 
for evils, than a punishment, Gop was pleased 
that it should be short, that the vexations and 
misfortunes of it, which cannot be counter-. 
poised with any joys of the earth, might be 
more supportable; at least, if this life, with so 


many miseries, do not displease us, yet let the 
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eternal with all its felicities content us better ; 
and let us not endeavour less for the immortal 
life in Heaven, than we do for this mortal on 
earth. Let us keep always in mind the years of 
eternity; so whatscever adversity or afiliction 
happen, we shall more easily bear it, 2 Cor. iv. 
17. For our light affliction, which is but for @ 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. 

Therefore if the world frown upon me, if I 
meet with many troubles and afflictions, if mis- 
fortunes befal me; if they rush upon me lke 
waves, one on the neck of another; if I be 
tossed up and down; then these be my daily 
thoughts: Well, let the world have its course, 
‘I am content to bear it, Gonp’s will be done; 
let the sea be troubled, let the waves thereof 
roar, let the winds of afflictions blow, let the 
waters of sorrows rush upon me, let the dark- 
ness of grief and heaviness compass me about, 
yet will I not be afraid ; these storms will blow 
over, these winds will be laid, these waves will 


fall, this tempest cannot last long, and these 
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clouds shall be dispelled: whatsoever I suffer 
here shall shortly have an end, I shall not suffer 
eternally ; come the worst that can come, death 
will put an end to all my sorrows and miseries ; 
Domine, da mihi modo patientiam, ef postea in- 
dulgentiam ; LoRD, grant me patience here, and 
ease hereafter. I will suffer patiently whatever 
can happen, and shall endeavour to do nothing 
against my conscience, and displeasing unto 
thee; for all is safe and sure with him, who is 


certain and sure of blessed eternity. 
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CHAP. VI. 
The End of Temporal Life. ae 


iF the end of life should fall under our elec- 
tion, and that it were in the power of a man to 
make choice how many years he would continue 
in life, and after what manner he would have it, 
and that it might conclude some other way than 
by death, yet the consideration that it, and all 
things temporal, were to perish, and at last to 
have an end, were sufficient to make us despise 
it; and that very thought would drown all the 
pleasure and contents which it could afford us: 
for as all things are of greater or lesser esteem 
according to the length and shortness of their 
‘duration; so life being to end, be it in what 
manner soever, is much to be disvalued. A 


fair vessel of chrystal, if if were as consistent 
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and durable as gold, were more precious than 
gold itself; but being frail, and subject to 
break, it loses its estimation, and although of 
itself it might last long, yet being capable by 
some careless mischance of being broken, it be- 
comes of much less value. In the same manner 
our life, which is much more frail than glass, 
being subject to perish by a thousand acci- 
dents; and though none of them should happen, 
could not long continue; since it consumes it- 
self, it must needs, together with those tem- 
poral goods which attend it, be most con- 
temptible: but considering that the ending of it 
is by the way of death, infirmities and misfor- 
tunes which are the harbingers, and prepare the 
way for death, it is to be admired, that: man, 
who knows he is to die, makes an account of 
temporal felicity, seeing the misery in which 
the prosperity of this world, and the majesty of 
the greatest monarchs, are at last to finish. 

Let us consider King Antiochus, Lord of so 
many provinces, in all his pomp and glory, 


glittering in gold, and dazzling the eyes of the 
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beholders with the splendor of his diamonds 
and precious jewels, mounted upon a stately 
courser, commanding over numerous armics, 
and making the very earth tremble under him ; 
let us then behold him in his bed pale and 
wan, his stheiath and spirit spent, his loath- 
some body flowing with worms and corruption ; 
forsaken by his own people by reason of his 
poysonous putrefaction, which infected his whole 
camp, and finally dying mad, and in rage; who 
secing such a death, would wish the felicity of his 
life? Who, with the condition of his misery, 
would desire his fortune? See then wherein the 
goods of this life conclude. 

Who could have known César, who had first 
seen him triumph over the conquered world, 
‘and then behold him gasping for a little breath, 
and weltering in his own blood, which flowed 
from twenty-three wounds, opened by so many 
stabs? | singe 

Who could believe it was the same Cyrus, he 
who subdued the Medes, conquered the As- 


syrian and Chaldean empire? He who amazed 
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the world with thirty years success of continued 
victories, now taken prisoner, and put to an 
ignominious death by the command of a woman? 

Who could think it were the same Alexander, 
who, in so short a time, subjugated the Per- 
sians, Indians, and the best part of the known 
world, and should after behold him conquered 
by a calenture, feeble, exhausted in body, de- 
jected in spirit, dried up, and parched with 
thirst, without taste in his mouth, or content in 
his life; his eyes sunk, his nose sharp, his 
tongue cleaving to his palate, not being able to 
pronounce one word? What amazement is if, 
that the heat of a poor fever should consume 
the mightiest power and fortune of the world? 
And that the greatest of temporal ani human 
prosperities should be drowned by the over- 
flowing of one irregular and inordinate humour! 
How great a monster is human life, since it 
consists of so disproportionable parts; the un- 
certain felicity of our whole life, ending in a 
most certain misery ! 


Who would marry a, woman, though. of a 
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comely and well proportionate body, who had 
the head of an ugly dragon? Certainly, al- 
though she had a great dowry, none would 
covet such a companion. Wherefore do we wed 
ourselves unto this life; which although it seems 
to carry along with it much content and happt- 
ness, yet it is in effect no less a monster, since 
though the body appear unto us beautiful and 
pleasant, yet the end of it is horrible and full of 
misery. | 

Let no man flatter himself with the vigour of 
his health, with the abundance of his riches, 
with the splendor of his authority, with the 
greatness of his fortune; for by how much he is 
more fortunate, by so much shall he be more 
miserable, since his whole life is to end in 
‘misery. 

Let no. man be deceived in beholding the 
prosperity of a rich man; let him not measure 
his felicity by what he sees at present, but by 
the end, wherein he shall conclude, not by the 
sumptuousness of his palaces, nor by the mul- 
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titude of his servants, nor by the bravery of his 
apparel, nor by the lustre of his dignity, but 
let him expect the end of that which he so 
much admires, and he shall then perceive him 
at best to die in his bed, dejected, dismayed, 
and struggling with the pangs and anxieties of 
death: if he comes so off, it is well; otherwise 
the daggers of his enemy, the teeth of some 
wild beast, or a tile thrown down upon his 
head, by some violent wind, may serve to make 
an end of him, when he least thinks of it. O 
how great a madness it is to glory in -any thing 
on this side Heaven! The estate of the most 
powerful is subject to most impetuous storms, 
whose end is to be sunk and overthrown. O 
how wavering and uncertain is the height of the 
greatest honour! False is the hope of man, 
and vain is all his glory! O uncertain life, due 
unto perpetual toil and labour! What doth it - 
now profit thee to have raised so many costly 
palaces of marble, when thou now must die? 


O how many things dost thou now think of 
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doing, not knowing the bitterness of their end ; 
thou beholdest thy friend now dying; and 
know, that thou also shalt quickly follow him. 
Let us forbear to look upon those several 
kinds of. death which are incident to human 
nature: let us consider that which is esteemed 
the most happy; when we die not suddenly, or 
by violence, but by some infirmity, which let 
surely makes an eud of us; or by a pure reso- 
lution, which naturally brings death along with 
it. What greater misery of man’s life than this, 
that death should. be accounted happy, not that 
it is so, but because it is less miserable than 
others? For what grief and sorrow doth not he 
pass, who dies in this manner ?. How do the 
accidents of his infirmities afflict him? The 
heat of his fever, which scorches his bowels ; 
the thirst of bis mouth, which suffers him not 
to speak; the pain of his head, which hinders 
his attention; the sadness of his heart proceed- 
ing from the apprehension that he is to die; 
besides other grievous accidents, which are 
nsually more in number than a human body 
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hath members to suffer; together with remedies 
which are no less painful than the evils them- 
selves. To this add the uncertainty whither he 
is to go, to Heaven or Hell. What news can 
be more terrible unto a sinner, than that he is 
to die, and to leave all his pleasure in death, 
and to give an aceount unto Gop for his life 
past? If lots were to be cast, whether one 
should have his flesh pluckt off with burning 
pincers, or be made a king; with what fear and 
anxiety of mind would that man expect the 
issue! How then shall he look, who in the 
agony of his death wrestles with eternity, and 
within two hours space looks for glory or tor- 
ments without end? What life can be counted 
happy, if that be happy which ends with so 


much misery? If we will not believe this, let 


us ask him who is now passing the terrors of 


death, what his opinion of life is; let us now 
enquire of him when he kes with his breast 
sticking forth, his eyes sunk, his feet dead, his 
knees cold, his visage pale, his pulses without 


motion; what will this man say his life was, 


mucha 
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but by how much the more prosperous, by. so. 
much the more vain; and that all his felicity 
was false and deceitful, since it came,to con- 
clude in such a-period? What would he now 
take for all the honours of this world? Cer- 
tainly I believe he would part with them at an 
easy rate: nay, if they have been offensive to 
_ Gop ALMIGHTY, he would give all in his power 
he never had enjoyed them. % 

He who unto the hour of his death hath en- 
joyed all the delights the world can give him, 
at that hour what remains with him? Nothing ; 
or if any thing, a greater grief. Consider of 
how little substance all temporal things will ap- 
pear, when thou shalt be in ‘the light eternal: 
the honours.which they have given thee, shall 
be no more thine; the pleasures wherein thou 
hast delighted, can be no more thine; thy 
riches are to be another’s. See then, whether 
the happiness of this life, which is not so long 
as life itself, be of that value, that for it we 
should part with eternal felicity. ~ 

I beseech thee ponder what is life, and what 

H 3 


A 5 Seles Fo A a . 0 
¥ es Aamhbo yn’ WAN YA 
Wo Nag | ty toe ee " Hi nfl, 
. gan PN Ngo see) Pe, Aa Ce ee « 


18 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 

is death: life is the passing of a shadow, short, 
troublesome, and dangerous; a place which 
Gop hath given us in time for the desiring of 
eternity. 

Consider why Gop leads us about in the cir- 
cuit of this life, when he might at the first 
instant have placed us in Heaven: was it that 
we should spend our time idlely, and daily in- 
vent now chimeras of vain and frivolous ho- 
nours ? No certainly, it was not, but that by 
virtuous actions we might gain Heaven, shew 
what we owe unto our Creator, and in the midst 
of the troubles and afflictions of this life, dis- 
cover how loyal and faithful we are unto our 
Gop: for this he placed us in the lists, that we 
should take his part, and defend his honour : 
for this he entered us into this militia and war- 
fare ‘(for the life of man is. a warfare upon 
earth) that here we might fight for him, and in 
the midst of his and our enemies, shew how 
true and faithful we are to him. Were it fit 
that a soldier in the time of battle should stand 


disarmed, passing away bis time at dice upon a 


, 
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drum-head? This doth he who seeks his ease 
in this life, and sets his affections upon things 
of the earth, not endeavouring those of Heaven, 
nor thinking upon death where he is to end. 

A peregrination is this life; and what passen- 
ger is so besotted with the pleasures of the way, 
that he forgets the place whither he is to go? 
How comest thou then to forget death, whither 
thou travellest with speed, and canst not, 
though thou desirest, rest one small minute by 
the way: for time, although against thy will, 
will draw thee along with it? The way of this 
life is not voluntary, like that of travellers: but 
necessary, like that of condemned - persons, 
from the prison unto the place of execution: to 
death thou standest condemned, whither thou 
art now going: how canst thou laugh ? 

A malefactor, after sentence past, is sur- 
prized with the apprehension of death, that he 
thinks of nothing but dying; we are all con- 
demned to die; how come we then to rejoyce 
in these things which we are to leave so sud- 


denly 2 
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Death is compared unto a thief, who net 
only robs us of our treasure and substance, but 
bereaves us of our lives: since therefore thou 
art to leave all, why dost thou load thyself in 
vain? What merchant, knowing that so soon 
as he arrived unto the port, his ship and goods 
should be sunk, would charge his vessel with 
much merchandise? Arriving at death, thou 
and all thou hast, are to sink and perish; 
why dost, thou then burthen thyself with that 
which is not needful, but rather an hindrance 
to thy salvation? 

This is the salary which the goods of the 
earth bestow on those who serve them, that if 
they do not leave or ruin them before their 
death, they are then certain at least to leave 
them, and often hazard the salvation of those 
that dote upon them. O vain man! this short 
life is bestowed upon thee for gaining the goods 
of Heaven, which are to last eternally ; and you 
spend it in seeking those of the earth, which 
are to perish instantly. | | 

Besides all this, though one should die the 


\ 
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most happy death that can be imagined, yet 
behold the dead body, how ugly and noisome 
doth the miserable carcase remain, that even 
friends fly from it, and scarce dare stay one 
night alone with it! The nearest and most 
obliged kindred, procure it in all haste to be 
carried: forth a-doors; and having wrapt it in 
some coarse sheet, ihiow it into the grave, and 
within two days forget it: and he who in life 
could not be contained in great and sumptuous 
palaces, is now content with the narrow lodging 
of seven foot of earth ; he who used to lodge in 
rich and dainty beds, hath for his couch the 
hard ground ; for his mattress, moths; and for 
his covering, worms; his pillows at best the 
bones of other dead persons ; then heaping upon 
him a little earth, and perhaps a grave-stone, 
they leave his flesh to be feasted upon by 
worms, whilst his heirs triumph in his riches. 
He who gloried in the exercise of arms, and 
was used to reyel at balls, is now stiff and cold, 


his hands and feet without motion, and all his 
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senses without life: he who with his power and 
pride trampled upon all, is now trod under foot 
by all; consider him eight days dead, drawn 
from his grave, how gastly and horrible a spec- 
tacle he will appear! Behold then what thou 
pamperest, a body which perhaps within four 
days may be eaten _by loathsome vermin! 
Whereon dost thou found thy vain pretensions, 
which are but castles in the air, founded upon 
a little earth, which turning into dust, the whole 
fabric falls to the ground? See where all human 
greatness. concludes ; and that the end of man 
is no less, loathsome and miserable than his be- 
ginning ! 
- The memory of the loathsomeness of a dead 
body, may. serve to make us to despise the 
beauty of that which is living; therefore if at 
any time thou shalt be surprised with the temp- 
tation of the frail beauty of the flesh, send 
thy thoughts presently unto the sepulchre of 
the dead, and let them there see what they can 


find agreeable to the touch, or pleasing to the 
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sight. Consider that. dust and dry ashes were 
once soft and lively flesh, and in its youth was | 
subject to the like passions as thou art. Con- 
sider those rigid nerves, those naked teeth, the 
disjointed disposition of the bones and arteries, 
and that horrible dissipation of the whole body; 
by this means thou mayst take from thy heart 
those vain deceits and illusions. 

All this is certainly to lrappen unto thyself: 
‘wherefore dost thou not amend thy evil condi- 
tions? This is to be thy end; unto this there- 
‘fore direct thy life and actions. With reason 
had the Brachmans their sepulchres still placed 
open before their doors, that by the memory of 
death they might learn to live. Wisdom is the 
‘meditation of death ; therefore ever have in thy 
‘thoughts that meditation, Remember thou art to 
die. 

Therefore whatsoever misery or affliction 
shall fall upon thee, say, By the Divine Assist- 
ance I will bear it patiently: Lord Jesus stand 


by me and comfort me: Lord Jesus be present 
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with thy servant-that putteth his trust in thee ; 
receive my spirit, and lead me through the valley 
and shadow: of death ; lead me and forsake me 
not, until thou hast brought my soul into the 
land of the living, O thou which art my Light, 
Life, and Salvation. 
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CHAP. VIL. 
Of Death, and the Certainty of it. 


Besrves the misery wherein all the felicity 
of this-world is to determine, there are other 
considerations of the end of our life to be con- 
sidered ; by. which we may perceive how vain 
and contemptible are all the goods of it. We 
will principally speak of three. 

1. That death is most. certain, and.no ways 
to be avoided. 

2. That the time is most uncertain, because 
we know not either when, or how it will hap- 
pen. 

3. That it is but only one,, and but once to 
be experienced ; so that we cannot by a second 
death correct the errors of the first. 

Concerning the certainty of death, it imports 


i us 
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us much to perswade ourselves of it; for as it 
is infallible that the other life shall be without 
end; so it is as certain that this shall have it. 
Gop hath not made a law more inviolable than 
that of death; thou art to die, assure thyself 
of that: an irrevocable law is this ; and without 
remedy thou must die. I pray tell me where is 
Adam now? Where is Cain? Where is long- 
lived Methuselah? Where is Noah? Where is 
Shem? Where is Abraham? Where is Jacob? 
They are dead and gone, their time is past ; 
we may say of them, virerunt, fuerunt Troes ; 
once they were, now they are not: and be as- 
sured that Mortuus est, shall be every man’s 
epitaph, for we must needs die, and are as 
water spilt upon the ground, 2 Sam. xiv. 14. 
The time will come, when those eyes, with 
which thou readest this, shall be burst, and 
lose their sight; those hands which thou now 
employest, be without sense or motion; this 
mouth which now discourses, shall be mute 
without breath or spirit; and this flesh which 


thou now pamperest, shall be consumed and 
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eaten by worms and vermin ; the time will come, | 
when thou shalt be covered with earth, thy 
hody putrefy; the time will come, when thou 
shalt be forgotten as if thou never hadst been ; 
and those that pass, shall walk over thee with- 
out remembering that such a man was born. 
Consider this, and perswade thyself that thou 
must die as well as others; that which hath 
happened to so many, must happen also to 
thee; think upon this seriously, and refiect 
with thyself soberly, how thou shalt look, when 
thou art dead ; and this consideration will give 
thee a great knowledge what thy life is, and 
make thee despise the pleasures of it. 

If death were only contingent, and not cer- 
tain, yet because it might happen, it ought to 
make us very careful and solicitous. If Gop 
should say, that only one of all those in the 
world should die, but did not declare who that 
one were, yet all would fear; why then dost 
thou not now fear, when all men must infallibly 
die, and perhaps thou the first?) 
~ Now is the bow drawn; now the arrow let 
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loose, and already ‘in the way to hit thee; why 
dost thou strive to shun it, and dost not rather 
“humble and prepare thyself to receive it? If 
one should tell thee that a whole train of artillery 
were immediately to be discharged at thee, and 
no way left to avoid the strokes ; how wouldst 
thou be amazed? But if thou perceivest that 
tire were already given, the very noise perhaps 
would kill thee: know then, that the artillery 
of death with much more fury is already shot, 
and there is no quarter of an hour wherein it 
flies not more than ten millions of leagues to 
overtake thee; and yet from whence it parted, 
and where it now is, thou knowest not: wert 
thou certain it were far off, yet it runs with so 
. precipitate a course, that it will not fail in a 
short time to reach thee. Therefore thou being 
ignorant at what distance it is, thou oughtest 
every moment to expect it, since every moment 
it may be with thee. 
Let every man therefore say within himself; 
It is I who am to die and resolve into dust; I 


have nothing to do with this world; the other 
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midst of his enemies? Amongst as many ene- 
mies is man, as there are ways to death, which 
are innumerable. It is not then safe for man to 
be disarmed and naked of the grace of GoD in 
the midst of so many adversaries and dangers 
of death, which hourly threaten him: what 
person being led to execution, would entertain 
himself by the way with vain conceits?’ We are 
condemned persons, who are going to execution, 
though by different ways, which we ourselves 
know not, some the straight way, and some by by- 
paths, but are all sure to meet in death; we 
ought therefore still to be prepared, and free 
from the distracting pleasures of this life, for 
fear we fall suddenly; this danger of sudden 
death is sufficient to make us distate all the 
‘ delights of the earth. 

_ Death is therefore _ uncertain, that thou 
shouldst be ever certain to despise this life, 
and dispose thyself for the other; thou art 
every hour in danger of death, to the end, that 
thou shouldst be every hour prepared to have 
life: what is death but the way unto eternity ? 
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A great journey thou hast to make; wherefore 
dost thou not provide in time? And the rather, 
because thou knowest not how soon thou mayst 
be forced to depart? Who is there who does 
not desire to have served Gop faithfully two 


years before death should take him? If then 


thou art not sure of one, why dest thou not — 


begin? Trust not in thy health or youth, for 
death steals treacherously upon us, when we 
least look for it; promise not thyself to-morrow, 
for thou knowest not whether death will come 
to-night. 

Since then thou knowest not when thou art 
to die, think thou must die to-day; and be 
ever prepared for that which may ever happen; 
trust in the mercies of Gop, and implore them 
incessantly ; but presume not to defer thy con- 


version for a moment; for who knows whether 


thou shalt ever from henceforward have time to. 


call upon him! And having -called upon him, 
whether thou shalt be heard! To what pur- 


pose defer we that until to-morrow, which im- 


ports so much to be done to-day, and perhaps 
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was made for me, and I am only to care for that; 
in this I am only a passenger, and am therefore 
to look upon the eternal, whither lam going, and 
am there to make my abode forever. Certain it 
is that, death will come, and hurry thee along 
with him; all the business therefore I have now is 
to dispose myself for so hard an encounter; 
and since it is not in the power of man to free 
me from it, I will only serve the Lorp,: who 
is able to save me in so certain and eminent a 
danger. 

2. As it is most certain that we are to die, 
so it is most uncertain when, or in what manner 
we shall die. Who knows whether he is to die 
in his old age or in his youth; if by sickness, 
er struck by a thunder-bolt; if a year hence or 
to-day ? The doors of death are ever open; 
and the enemy continually lies in ambush, and 
when we least think of him will assault us. 

He who suspected that thieves were to enter 
his house, would walk all night, because they 
should find him at no hour unprovided ; it 
being then not a suspicion, but an apparent 

13 
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certainty that death will come, and we know 
not when, why do we not always watch?) We 
are in a continual danger, and therefore ought 
to be continually prepared: it is good ever to 
have our accounts made with Gop; since we 
know not but he may call us in such haste, as 
we shall have no time to perfect them, it is 
good to play a sure game, and be ever in the 
grace of Gop. 

Who would not tremble to hang over some 
vast precipice, wherein if he fell, he were cer- 
tain to be dashed in a thousand pieces, and 
that by so weak a supporter as a thread ? This, 
or in truth, much greater, is the danger of him 
who is in mortal sin, who hangs over Hell by 
the thread of life, a twist so delicate, that not 
a knife, but the wind, and the least fit of sick- 
ness, breaks it: wonderful is the danger where 
he stands, who continues but one minute in 
mortal sin. Death has time enough to shoot 
his arrow; the speaking of a word, the twink- 
ling of an eye suffices: who can be pleased 


whilst he stands naked and disarmed in the 
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will not be to-morrow if not to-day? It was a 
very. good answer that Messodamus gave one, 
inviting him to a feast the next day; My friend, 

“saith he, why dost thow invite me against to- 
morrow ? I durst not for these many years secure 
myself that I should live one day; for I have 
expected death every hour. No man is sufficiently 
armed against death, unless he be always pre- 
pared to entertain it. ! 

3. To this uncertainty of death is to be added 
that of being only one, and only once to be tried ; 
so as the error of dying ill, cannot be amended 
by dying well another time. Gop gave unto 

man his senses and other parts of his’ body 
double; he gave him two eyes, that if one 
failed, he might serve himself of the other; he 
gave him two hands, that if one were lost, yet 
he might not wholly be disabled; but of deaths 
he gave but one; and if that one miscarry, all 
is ruined. A terrible case, that the thing which 
most imports us, which is to die, hath neither 
trial, experience, or remedy; it is but only 


once to be acted, and that in an instant, and 
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upon that instant all eternity depends, in which 
if we fail, the error is never to be amended. 

If an ignorant peasant, who had never drawn 
a bow, should be commanded to shoot at a 
mark far distant, upon condition that if he hit 
it, he should be highly rewarded with many 
rich gifts; but if he mist it, and that at the 
first shoot, he should be burnt alive; in what 
streights would this poor man find himself! 
How perplexed that he should be forced upon a 
thing of that difficulty wherein he had no skill, 
and that the failing should cost him so dear as 
his life; but especially that it was to be only 
once to be essayed, without possibility of re. 
pairing the first fault, by a second trial! This 
is our case: I know not how we are so plea- 
sant; we have never died, we have no expe- 
rience or skill in a thing of so great difficulty ; 
we are only once to die, and in that all is at 
stake; either eternity of torments in Hell, or 
of happiness in Heaven: how live we then so 
careless of dying well; since for it we were 


born, and are but once to try it? This action 


a 7" 


THE STATE OF MAN. * 95 


is the most important of all our life; upon it 
depends eternity; and if mist, without repair 
or amendment. These human actions which 
may be repaired, if one miss, the other may 
hit; and that which is lost in one way, may be 
regained in another: if a rich merchant had 
this year a ship sunk in the ocean, another may 
arrive loaden with such riches as may recom- 
pence the loss of the former; but if we once fail 
in death, the loss is never to be repaired. 

That which is but only one, is worthy of 
more care and esteem, because the loss of it is 
irreparable; let us then value the time of this 
life, since there is no other given wherein to 
gain eternity. i 

A certain soldier being called in question by 
‘Lamachus, a centurion, for some misdemeanor 
or other committed in the camp, earnestly de- 
sired pardon for that once, and promised never 
to offend in the like again. But the centurion 
made him this answer; In bello, bone vir, now 
licebit bis peccare. © Sir! know you thus much, 


there is no offending in war twice. But in 
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death, alas! there is no offending once; there 
is no hope of pardon: once dead and always 
dead; he that dies once ill, is damned for ever ; 
there is no returning again to rise to amend 
what is done amiss; as death leaves a man, so 
judgment finds him; and as judgment leaves him, 
so eternity findeth him. 

If a man were obliged to leap some great and 
desperate leap, upon condition that if he per- 
formed it well, he should be made master of a 
wealthy kingdom, but if ill, he should be 
chained to an oar, and made a perpetual gally- 
slave; without doubt this man would use much 
diligence in preparing himself for so hazardous 
an undertaking, and would often practise. be- 
fore an action of so great consequence, from 
which he expected so different fortunes. How 
fay- more different are those which we expect 
from so great a leap as is from life to death ; 

since the kingdoms of the earth compared with 
that .of Heaven, are trash, rubbish; and the 
tugging atan oar in the gallies, compared with 


Hell, a glory! When the leap is great and dan. 
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fous, he who is to leap it, uses to fetch his 
career backwards, that he may leap further, 
and with greater force: we therefore knowing 
the danger of the leap from life to death, that 
we may perform it better, ought to fetch our 
career far back, even from the beginning of our 
short life, and from our first use of reason, 
from which we shall know, that the life we live 
is mortal, that at the end of it we have a great 
debt to pay, and that we are to discharge both 
use and principal when we least think of it. 

It was the saying of Iphicrates, that it is’ a 
shame for an Emperor at any time to say with 
the fool, Non putaram, I did not think it; but 
it is a greater shame for a Christian man to say, 
Non putaram, 1 did not think there had been 
such a difference between a godly and wicked 
life. I did not think eternity was to follow 
after this life; I did not think I should have 
died so suddenly. 

Let us therefore husband time in which we 
may gain eternity, which being once lost, we 
shall lose both the time of this life, and the 
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; 


eternity of the other. How many millions are 


now in Hell, who whilst they were in this world 


despised time, and would now be content to 


suffer thousands of years, all the torments of 
the damned, for the redemption of one instant 
in which they might by repentance recover the 
eternal life of glory, which is now lost without 
remedy? And yet thou castest away not only 
instants, but hours, days, and years. Consider 
what a damned person would give for some 
part of that time which thou losest; and take 
heed that thou hereafter, when there shall be 
no repair of that time which thou now so vainly 
mis-spendest, be not thyself in the same grief 
and bitterness. / 

We are now upon the stage, therefore we may 
act on our part: we have to deal with potent 
enemies, therefore we must be always prepared 
to fight: we are still in our race, therefore we 
must hold out to the last; let us then so act 
our parts, that the angels may rejoyce to be 
spectators ; let us so fight, that we may win 


the crown; let us so run, that we may obtain. 
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Consider how by time thou mayst gain eter- 
nity: look not then upon the loss of it as upon 
the loss of time, but of ETERNITY ; endeavour 
then whilst it lasts, to get a good bargain; for 
this life once past, there is no more occasion 
for traffick; the time appointed for storing up 
is but short; but the gain and profit is eternal : 
therefore leave the cares of this world, and 
elevate your whole heart and affections unto 
Heaven, and there place your thoughts, which 
are to be upright and settled in Gop AL- 
MIGHTY. 

I know, O Lorp, I am here but as a so- 
journer in a strange land, and not as a citizen 
in my own country.* J am here but a tenant at 
will, and must shortly depart; for here I have 
no continuing city; but I must seek one to 
come, eternal in the Heaven; where I shall 
bear a part in the heavenly quire with angels, 
evermore praising thy holy name; there I shall 


behold light incomprehensible ; where I shall 


* Heb. xiii. 14, 
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be in no fear of death; farewell then all the 
world, and all the things in it; Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done; and welcome to me, 
thou art welcome eternally, O beloved, eternally 
thou art welcome ; now I am blessed, O Lorp, 
for I shall dwell in thy house, and shall still be 


praising thee.* 


* Psal, Ixxxiv. 4. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Of that Moment wherein we are to die, and Life 
to end. 


We ought seriously to consider all which is 
to pass in that moment of death, for which the 
time of this life was only bestowed upon us; 
and upon which depends the eternity of the 
other. O most dreadful point, which art the 


end of time, and the beginning of eternity! 


‘O most fearful instant, which shuttest up the 


prefixed term of life, and determines the busi- 
ness of our salvation! How many things are to 
pass in thee! In the same instant life is to 
finish, all our works to be examined, and that 
sentence given, which is to be executed for all 
eternity: O last moment of life! O first of 
eternity! How terrible is the thought of thee, 
K 3 
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since in thee, not only life is to be lost, but to 
be accounted for; and we then to enter into 
a region which we know not; in that moment I 
shall cease to live, in that moment I shall be- 
hold my Judge, who shall lay all my sins open 
before me, with all their weight, number, and 
enormity. In it I shall receive a strict charge 
of all the divine benefits bestowed upon me ; 
and in it a judgment shall pass upon me either 
for my salvation or damnation eternal! How 
wonderful is it, that for so many matters, and 
of so great importance, there is no more time 
allotted than the space of an instant; no place 
left for reply, intercession of friends, or appeal! 
O fearful moment upon which so much de- 
pends! Admirable is the high wisdom of Gon, 
which hath placed a point in the midst betwixt 
time and eternity, unto which all the time of 
this life is to relate ; and upon which the whole 
eternity of the other is to depend! O moment, 
which art neither time or eternity, but art the - 
horizon of both, and dividest things temporal 


from eternal! O narrow moment! O most di- 
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lated point! wherein so many things are to be 
concluded, and so strict an account is to be 
given, and where so rigorous a sentence is to 
be pronounced, is ever to stand in force! A 
strange case, that a business of eternity is to be 
resolved in a moment, and no place allowed for 
the intercession of friends, or our own dili- 
gence ! 

It will be then in vain to make any addresses 
or application; there is none will intercede for 
thee, nor can give thee absolution; the rigor 
of the Judge in that instant wherein thou ex- 
pirest, will allow no further mercy. St. John 
says, that Heaven and earth shall fly from the 
‘presence of the Judge ;* whither wilt thou go, 
to what place canst thou repair, being the per- 
"son again whom the process is commenced 2 
It is therefore said, that Heaven and earth shall 
fly, because neither the saints of Heaven shall 


there favour thee, or the powers of earth assist 


thee ; there shall be place for nothing that may 


* Apocal, chap. xx. 
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help thee; what then would a sinner give for 
leave to offer up one poor prayer to GoD, when 
itis too late? That which would now serve thy 
turn, and thou despisest, thou wouldst then 
have done, and canst not. Provide thyself 
therefore, in time, whilst it may avail thee, and 
defer it not until that instant, wherein nothing 
can do thee good. Now thou mayst help thy- 
self, now thou mayst find favour: expect not 
that moment wherein thy own endeavours will 
be useless, and there will be none to help or 
assist thee. | 

O what a lamentable thing will it be for a 
sinner, to see himself not only abandoned by 
men, but also by angels, and even by Gop 
himself; and to be delivered over into the power 
of the infernal dragon, without all hopes of 
escaping from him, who will seize upon his soul, 
and carry it to the abyss of Hell, there to be 
tormented for ever! 

How can men be careless, seeing so impor- 
tant a business as is the salvation of their souls, 


depends upon an instant, wherein no new dili- 
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gence nor preparation will avail them! Since 
then we know not when that moment will be, 
let us not be any moment unprovided ; this is a 
business not to be one point of time neglected, 
since that point may be our damnation. What 
will a hundred years spent with great austerity 
in the service of Gop, profit us, if in the end 
of all those years we shall commit some grievous 
sin, and death shall seize upon us before re- 
pentance 2 | 

Let no man secure himself in his past virtues, 
but continue them unto the end; since if he 
die not in grace, all is lost; and if he doth, 
what matter it to have lived a thousand years 
in the greatest troubles and afflictions this 
world could lay upon him! O moment, in 
which the just shall forget-all his labours, and 
shall rest assured of all his virtues! O mo- 
ment! which art certain to be, uncertain when 
to be, and most certain never to be again! | 
will therefore now fix thee in my memory, that 
I may not hereafter meet thee to my eternal 


ruin and perdition. 
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There are three things which would make a 
sinner tremble. The first, when his soul is to 
be pluckt out of his body. The second, when 
it is to appear before Gop to receive judgment. 
And the third, when sentence is to be pro- 
nounced. How terrible then is this moment 
wherein all these three things so terrible are to 
pass! Let a Christian often whilst he lives, 
place himself in that instant, from whence let 
him behold on one part the time’ of his life 
which he is to live; and on the other the 
eternity whereunto he enters; and let him con- 
sider what remains unto him of that, and what 
he hopes for in this; in that instant a thousand 
years of life shall appear unto the sinner no 
more than one hour; and one hour of torments 
shall appear a thousand years. Behold thy life 
from this watch-tower, from this horizon, and 
measure it with the eternal, and thou shalt find 
it of no extension. 

O dreadful moment, which cuts off the thread 
of time, and begins the web of eternity! I will 


therefore provide for this moment, that I may 


THE STATE OF MAN, 107 


not lose eternity; this is that precious pearl, 
for which I will give all that I have or am; it 
shall ever be in my memory, I shall ever be so- 
licitous of it, since it may every day come upon | 
me. 

For eternity depends upon death, death upon 
life, and life upon a thread, which may either 
be broken or cut; and that even when I 
most hope, and most endeavour to prolong it. 
My life is never secure; I will therefore ever 
fear that instant, which gives an end to time, 
and beginning to eternity. 

Benediction and praise be to him, who is seated 
on the throne; and to the Lamb who hath re- 
deemed us in his blood, and hath placed us in his 


eternal kingdom. Amen. 
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CHAP. Lx. 
The end of Temporal Life is terrible. 


Duarn, because it is the end of life, is by 
the philosopher said to be the terrible of all 
things terrible: what would he have said, if he 
had known it to be the beginning of eternity, 
and the gate into which we enter into that vast 
abyss, no man knowing upon what side he shall 
fall into that profound and bottomless depth! 
If deatlr be terrible for ending the business of 
life, what is it for ushering in the instant where- 
i we are to give an account of this life before 
that terrible and most just Judge, who therefore 
died that we might use it well! 

It is not the most terrible part of death to 
leave the life of this world, but to give an 


‘account of it unto the Creator of the world; 
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especially in such a time wherein he is to use 
no mercy; this is a thing so terrible, that it 
made holy Job to tremble, notwithstanding he 
had so good an account to make; who was so 
just, that Gop himself gloried in having such 
a servant, | 

Death is terrible for many weighty reasons ; 
whereof fot the least is the sight of the offended 
Judge, who is not only judge, but party, and a 
most irrefragable witness; in whose visage shall 
then appear such a severity against the wicked, 
that it is better to suffer all manner of torments, 
than to behold the face of this angry Judge. 

How will it then amaze us, when we shall 
behold Jesus CuristT himself alive; not a 
dead image; not in the humanity of the cross, 
but upon a throne of majesty, the seat of jus- 
tice; not in a time of mercy, but in the hour 
of vengeance; not naked, with pierced hands, 
but armed against sinners with the sword of 
justice; when he shall come to judge and re- 
“venge the injuries which they have done him! 
Gop is as righteous in his justice as in his 
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mercy; and as he hath allotted a time for 
mercy, so he wiil for justice. 

As in this life the rigor of his justice is as it 
were repressed and suspended ; so in that point 
of death, when the sinner shall receive judg- 
ment, it shall be let loose, and overwhelm him. 
A great and rapid river which should for thirty 
or forty years together have its current vio- 
lently stopped ; what a mass of waters would it 
collect in so long a space? And if it should 
then be let loose, with what ‘fury would it over- 
run, and beat down all before it? And what 
resistance could withstand it? Since then the 
Divine Justice, which the Prophet Daniel com- 
pares not to an ordinary river, but to a river 
of fire, for the greatness and fury of the rigor, 
shall be repressed for thirty or forty years 
during the life of man, what an infinity of wrath 
will it amass together ? and with what fury will 
it burst out upon the miserable sinner in the 
face of the offended Judge? And therefore the’ 
Prophet Daniel saith, that a river of fire issued 


from his countenance, and that his throne was 
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ef flames, and the wheels of it burning fire ; 
because all shall then be fire, rigor, and justice ; 
he sets forth unto us his tribunal throne with 
_ wheels, to signify thereby the force and vio- 
lence of his omnipotency, in executing the se- 
verity of his justice ; all which shall appear in 
that moment, when sinners shall be brought 
into judgment, when the Lorb shall speak unto 
them in his wrath, and confound them in his 
fury. 

© man! which’ hast now time, consider in 
what condition thou shalt see thyself in that in- 
stant; then neither the blood of CurisrT ida 
for thee, nor the Son of GoD crucified, nor the 
intercession or prayers of the blessed Saints, 
_nor the Divine Mercy itself shall avail thee; 
but shalt only behold an incensed and revenging 
Gop, whose mercies shall then only serve to 
augment his justice: thou shalt perceive that 
none will take thy part, but all will be against 
thee; thou art to expect no patron, no protec- 


tor but thy virtuous actions: only they shall 


* 


accompany thee; when all shall leave thee, 
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they only shall not forsake thee; the rich man 
shall not then have multitudes of servants to 
set forth his greatness, nor well-fee’d lawyers to 
defend his process; only his good works shall 
bestead him, and they only shall defend him. 

There, when their treasures which have been 
heaped up in this world, and guarded with so 
much care, shall fail their masters, their alms 
bestowed on the poor shall not fail them ; there, 
when their children, hare: friends, and ser- 
yants shall all fail them, thé strangers which 
they have lodged, the sick which they have 
visited, and the needy which they have suc- 
coured shall not fail them. Let us therefore 
provide for that day, and take care that our 
works be good ones. 

It is wonderful how many dare do ill in 
the presence of that Judge, with whom nothing 
can prevail, but doing well; and the wonder is 
much the greater that we dare with our evil 
works offend him who is to judge them. The 
thief is not so impudent as to rob his neighbour, 


if the magistrate looks on; but would be held 
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@ fool, if he should rob or offend the magistrate 
himself in his own house. How dares then this 
poor thing man injure the very person of his 
most upright and just Judge (before whom it is 
most certain he shall appear) -to his face, in his 
own house; in so high a manner as to prefer 
the devil, his and our great enemy, before him? 
Every one who sins, makes as’it were a judg- 
ment, and passes a sentence in favour of Satan 
against Jesus CHRIST; of this unjust judg- 
ment of man, the Son of Gop, who is most un- 
justly sentenced by a simner, will at the last 
day take a most strict and severe account; Jet 
him expect from his own injustice, how great is 
to be the Divine Justice against him. 

Let him take heed how he work, since all his 
actions are to be viewed and reviewed by his 
Redeemer. An artist who knows his work is 
to appear before some King, or to be exa- 
mined by some great master in the same art, 
would strive to give it the greatest perfection of 
his skill; since therefore all. our works are to 
appear before the King of Heaven, and the. 
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chief Master of Virtues, Jesus CHRIST, let us 
endeavour that they may be perfect and com- 
pleat; and the rather, because he is not to exa- 
mine them for curiosity, but to pass upon us a 
sentence either of condemnation, or eternal 
happiness. Let us then call to mind that we 
are to give an account unto Gop ALMIGHTY, 
and therefore let us take heed what we do; let 
us weep for what is amiss; let us forsake 
our sins, and strive to do virtuous actions; 
let us look upon ourselves as guilty offen- 
ders, and let us stand in perpetual fear of 
the Judge; still reprehending himself, and say- 
ing, Ah me! Wretch that I am, how shall I ap- 
pear before the tribunal of God? How shall I be 
able to give an account of all my actions? If 
thou shalt always have these thoughts, thou 
mayst obtain salvation ; and be assured, he that 
seriously thinks upon death, will never have the 
boldness to sin. 

Another cause of the terribleness of death is, 
the innumerable multitude of our sins, and their 
monstrous deformity, shall then be laid open: 


this is signified by the Prophet Daniel, where 
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he says, that the throne of the tribunal of Gop 
was of flaming fire; whose nature is not only 
to burn, but to enlighten; and therefore in 
that divine judgment, shall not only be exe- 
cuted the rigor of his justice, but the ugliness 
likewise of human nature shall be discovered : 
the Judge himself shall not only appear severe, 
but our sins shall all be discovered and laid 
open to us; and the sight of them shall make 
us tremble with fear and astonishment, espe- 
cially when we shall perceive them to be mani- 
fest unto him who is both judge and party. 
Our sins now seem unto us but light and trivial, 
and we see not half of them ; pitt in our leaving 
of this life we shall find them heavy and unsup- 
portable. 

How shall we remain amazed when we shall 
see a number of our actions to be sins, which 
we never thought to be such! And which is 
more, we shall find that to be a fault which we: 
thought to be a laudable work: for many 
actions which in the eyes of mén seem virtuous, 
will then be found vices in the sight of Gon; 
then shall be brought to light the works which 
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we have done, and those which we have leit 
undone; the évil of that action which we have 
committed, and the good of that which we have 
omitted ; neither is there account to be taken 
only of the evils which we de, but of the good 
also etal we do not well; all will be strictly 
searcht and narrowly lookt into, and must pass 
by many eyes. 

The devil, as our accuser, shall frame the 
process of our whole life, and shall accuse us of 


all he knows; and if any thing shall escape his 


knowledge, it shall not therefore be concealed ; 


for our own conscience shall cry out and accuse 


us of it; and least our conscience might flatter 


us, or be ignorant of some faults, our guardian 


angel shall then be fiscal and accuser, calling 
for Divine Justice against us, and shall discover 
what our own souls are ignorant of. And if the 
devil, our conscience, and guardian angel shall 
fail in any thing, as not knowing all, the Judge 
himself, who is both party and witness, and 
whose Divine Knowledge penetrates into the 
bottom of our wills, shall there declare many 


things for vices, which were here esteemed for 
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virtues. O strange way of judgment, where 
none denies, and all accuse, even the offender 
accuses himself; and where all are witnesses, 
even the Judge and party! O dreadful judg- 
ment, where there is no advocate, and four ac- 
cusers, the devil, thy conscience, thy guardian 
angel, and thy very Judge, who will accuse thee 
of many things which thou thoughtst to have 
alledged for thy defence; then all shall be laid 
open, and confusion shall cover the sinner with 
the multitude of his offences. How shall he 
blush to see himself in the presence of the King 
of Heaven in so foul and squalid garments? 

If a man when he is to speak with some great 
Prince, desire to be decently and well clad, 
how will he be out of countenance to appear 
before him dirty, and half-naked? How shall 
then a sinner be ashamed to see himself before 
the Lord of all, naked of good works, bedirted 
and defiled with abominabie and horrid crimes? 

Besides the multitude of sins whereof the. 
whole life shall be full, the heinousness of them. 


shall be also laid open before him, and he shalt 
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tremble at the sight of that which he now 
thinks but a trivial fault: for then he shalf 
clearly see the ugliness of sin, the dissonancy | 
of it unto reason, the deformity it causes in the 
soul, the injury it doth to the Lord of the 
world, his ingratitude to CHRIST his Redeemer, 
the prejudice it brings unto himself; Hell, 
into which he falls, and eternal glory, which 
he loses; the least of these were suflicient to 
cover his heart with sadness and grief; but all 
together, what amazement and confusion will 
they cause, especially when he shall perceive 
that sins produce an ugliness in the soul beyond 
all the corporal deformities which can be ima- 
gined? Let us therefore avoid them now, for 
all are to come to light, and we must account 
for all, even to the last farthing. Neither is 
this account to be made in gross only, for the 
greatest and most apparent sins, but even for 
the least and smallest. In human tribunals, the 
judge takes no notice of small matters; but in 
the Courts of Divine Judicature, nothing passes, 


the least things are as diligently lookt into as. 
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the greatest. There is also in the end of life, 
another cause of Sei terror unto sinners, which 
is the lively knowledge which they shall have 
of .the Divine benefits received, and the charge 
which shall be laid against them for their great 
ingratitude and abuse of them; in that instant 
sinners are not only to stand in fear of their 
own bad works, but of the grace and benefits 
of Gop ALMIGHTY conferred upon them. 
Another confusion shall cover them, where 
they shall see what Gop hath done, to oblige 
and assist them towards their salvation; and 
what they to the contrary have done, to draw. 
upon them their own. damnation; they shall 
tremble to see what Gop did for their good ; 
and that he did so much as he could do no 
more, all which hath been misemployed and 
abused by themselves. 
| We will consider every one of these benefits by 
themselves ; the first which occurs ts that of the 
creation ; and what could Gop do more, since. 
in this one benefit of thy creation, he gave thee 


ail what thou art, both in soul and body? If 
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wanting an arm thou wouldst esteem thyself 
much obliged, and be very thankful unto him, 
who should bestow one upon thee, which were 
sound, streng, and useful; why art thou not so 
to Gop, who hath given thee arms, heart, soul, 
body, and all? 

Consider what thou wert before he gave thee 
a being ;—nothing; and now thou enjoyest not 
only a being, but the best being of the ele- 
mental world: betwixt being and not being, 
there is an infinite distance ; see then what thou 
owest unto thy Creator ; and thou shalt find 
thy debt to be no less than infinite, since he 
hath not only given thee a being, but a noble 
being; and that not by necessity, but out of 
an infinite love, and by election, making choice 
of thee, amongst a infinity of men, possibly, 
whom he might have created. If lots were to 
be cast among an hundred persons for some 
honourable charge, how fortunate would he be 
esteemed, who should draw the lot from so 
many competitors? Behold then thy own hap- 


piness, who from an absolute nothing hath 
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tures possible ; and whence proceeds this singu- 
lar favour but from Gop? who out of those. 
numberless millions hath picked out thee, he 
having many others, who, if he had created 
them, would have served him better than thyself; 
besides this, he not only created thee by elec- . 
tion, and gave thee a noble being; but super- 
natural happiness, being no way due unto thy 
nature, he created thee for it, and gave thee 
for thy end the most high and eminent that 
could be imagined, to wit, the eternal posses- 
sion of thy Creator. . 

It being then so great a benefit to have created 
thee, it is yet a greater to have preserved and 
suffered thee until this instant, without casting 
‘thee into a thousand hells for thy sins and 
offences. How many for one only fault com- 
mitted, -hath he withdrawn his preservation 
from, and suffered them to die in that sin for 
which they are now in Hell? And some of 
them, if they had been pardoned, would have 
proved more grateful than thou! Behold how 
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many angels, for their first offence, he threw 
headlong down from Heaven, and expected them 
no longer, and yet still expects thee ! 

Consider, thou owest him for preserving thee 
as much as for creating thee; preservation 
being a continued creation; and more for pre- 
serving thee, although his enemy. In thy crea- 
tion, although thou didst not deserve a being, 
yet thou demeritedst it not; but in thy preser- 
vation thou hast deserved the contrary, which 
is to be forsaken and abandoned. 

Consider the benefit thou receivest by the 
incarnation of the Son of Gop; by which thoa 
art delivered from sin and Hell, and at such a 
time, when thy miserable condition was despe- 
‘rate of all other remedy, and hath exalted thee 
to his grace, and the inheritance of the king- 
dom of Heaven; and this he did with such sin- 
gular love, even to the annihilating as it were 
himself, that he might exalt thee, taking upon 
himself thy nature, that he might only confer 
an honour upon thee, which he would not to 


the angels, Allis great, all is transcendent in 
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this unspeakable goodness; see what could Gop 
do more for thee, and see that thou mayst do 
much more for him, and dost not. 

Consider the benefit of our redemption by the 
death and passion of CHRIST; what could the 
Son of Gop do more for thee than die and shed 
his blood for thee, and that not with an ordi- 
nary death, but so ignominious, as it seems. he 
could not suffer more? Set before thy eyes 
Curist crucified upon Mount Calvary; if a 
man more infamous be imaginable; executed - 
publickly between two thieves as a traytor and 
an heretick, broaching false doctrine, and mak- 
ing himself King, as a traytor unto Cesar. 
Two crimes so infamous, as they not only de- 
fame the person who commits them, but stain 
and infect his stock and lineage. Behold in 
what poverty he died, if greater can be thought 
on, to the end thou mayst see, if it were pos- 

‘ sible he should do more for thee, than what he 
did. Whilst be lived he had not whereon to 
repose his head, neither found he one drop of ° 
water to refresh his sacred lips; even the earth 


M & 


4124 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


refused him, wanting whereon to rest his feet. 
Behold with what grief-and pains he expired, 
since from head to foot he was but one conti- 
nued wound, his feet and hands were pierced 
with nails, and his head with thorns. 

Who would not be amazed at the goodness 
and piety of a great Emperor, who having a de- 
sire to pardon a notorious traytor, should, ra- 
ther than abate one jot of his justice, take 
upon him the habit and shape of that traytor, 
and suffer publicly in the market-place, that 
the offender might be spared? Thus did Gop, 
taking upon him the form of a servant, and 
dying upon the cross, to free condemned man 
from eternal death. 

Consider then how dreadful it shall be unto a 
sinner, when he shall receive a charge, not 
only of his own being, and his own life, but 
also of the being and life of Gop; of the in- 
carnation, passion, life and death of CHRIsT 
our Redeemer, who hath so often given himself 
in the sacrament of his body and blood ! 


The murtherer who stands charged with the 
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life of a man, although it be of some wicked 
person, yet fears to be apprehended and brought 
to judgment; how is it then, that he who is 
charged with the life of Gop, trembles not? 
Oh how fearful a thing is it, when a vile crea- 
ture shall enter into judgment with his Creator, 
and shall be demanded an account of the blood 
of CurRist, whose value is infinite! What ac- 
count can he give of such a benefit, and of all 
the rest, which he hath received, even from 
the greatest unto the least ? 

When CuristT shall say unto him; FE, wher 
thou hadst no being, gave thee one, inspired thee 
with a soul, and placed thee above all things 
that are upon the earth: I for thee created Hea- 
ven, air, sea, earth, and all things, and yet am 
dishonoured by thee, and held most vile and base, 
and yet for all this have not ceased to do thee 
— good, and bestowed upon thee innumerable bene- 
fits; for thy ‘sake, being God, T was content to 
make myself a servant ; was buffetted, spit upon, 
and condemned to a punishment of slaves ; and 
to redeem thee from death, suffered the death 

M3 


s 


126 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


of the cross. It is Heaven I intended for thee, 
and from thence sent thee the Holy Ghost: LE 
invited thee unto the kingdom of Heaven, offered 
myself to be thy head, thy spouse, thy food, thy. 
drink, thy shepherd; I chose thee for the heir of 
Heaven, and drew thee out of darkness into 
light. To such excess of love, what have we 
to answer, but to stand astonished and con- 
founded that we have been so ungrateful, and 
given occasion to the devil, of one of the 
greatest scorns and injuries which could be put 
upon our Redeemer? When he shall say unto 
him, Thou createdst man, for him wast born in 
poverty, lived in labour, and died in. pain and 
torment ; I have done nothing for him, but 
sought to damn him. into, a. thousand Helis ; 


and yet for all this, ’tis I whom he strives to 


please, und not thee ; thou dost prepare for him. 
a crown of eternal glory, I.desire to torment him 
in Hell; and yet he had rather serve me without. 
interest, than thee for thy promise of so great a. 
reward. I should have been ashamed to have. 


created and vedeengd a wreich so ungrateful unte 
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him from whom he hath received so-great benefits ; 
but since he loves me better then thee, let him be 
mine, unto whom he hath so often given up him- 
self. . : 

We are not only to give an account of these 
general benefits, but of those which are more 
particular ; of the good examples which we have 
seen; of the instructions we have heard; of 
the inspiration which hath been sent us ; let us 
tremble. that we are so careless of that, for 
which all the care | f the world is not sufticient. 
Now is the time of benefiting ourselves; if we 
shall now despise it, in what case shall we be 2? 
Let us not mis-spend the time of this life, since 
so severe an account will be demanded of all 
the benefits which we have received; let us 
take heed what use we make of this temporal 
life, let us not lose it, since we are to answer 
for every part of it; this time is bestowed upom 
us, wherein to gain Heaven; and a most strict 
account will be demanded of us if we despise it.. 
ft is not ours for which we are to answer, we 


are not the Lords of time; let us not therefore: 
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dispose of it for our own pleasure, but for the 
service of GoD, whose it is. 

O God, every way most perfect and good! 
which art so scrupulous in thy justice, and so 
indulgent in thy mercy; rigorous with thyself, 
that thou mightest be merciful unto us: O God, 
infinitely good, infinitely holy, infinitely just and 
perfect! We magnify thee, we praise thee, we 
glorify thee, we give thanks unto thee, Heavenly 
Father, for all thy blessings thou hast bestowed. 


Upon t8. 
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CHAP. X. 
The End of all Time. 


A FTER we have finished the time of this life, 
the end of all time is to succeed, which is to give 
a period unto all which we leave behind us: let 
man therefore know, that those things which he 
leaves, behind for his memory after death, are 
as vain as those he enjoyed in his life: let him 
raise proud Mausoleums, let him erect statues 
of marble, let him build populous cities, let him 
leave a numerous kindred, let him stamp his 
name in brass, and fix his memory with a thou- 
sand nails, all must have an end: his cities 
shall sink, his statues fall, his family perish, 
his memory be defaced, and all shall end, be- 
cause all time must end; not only our pleasures 


and delights are to end in death, but our me- 
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mories, at the farthest, are to end with time ; 
and since all are to conclude, all are to be de- 
spised as vain and perishing. 

If the death of a monarch or prince of some 
corner of the world, prognosticated by an 
~ eclipse or comet, cause a fear and amazement 
in the beholders, what. shall the death of the 
whole world, and with it all things temporal, 
and of time itself, foretold by angels, with pro- 
digious apparitions and dreadful noise, produce 
m us? Time shall end, and the world shall 
die, and that, if we may so say, a most hor- 
rible and disasterous death. How much the 
whole world, and the whole race of mankind, 
exceeds one particular person, by so much shall 
the universal end surpass in terror the particular 
end of this life, 

Let us look upon. the strange manner of the 
end of the world, which being so terrible, gives 
us to understand the vanity and deceit of all 
things in it. As it is usual in wars to skirmish 
and to make inroads before the day of battle, se 


before that dreadful day, wherein the army of 


— 
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vengeance, and of all punishments, are to en- 
counter with the army of sin, the Lorp shali 
from divers parts send forth several calamities, 
as plagues, famine, earthquakes, war, inunda- 
tions, droughts, which shall be forerunners of 
that great day of battle; which shall, lke 
light-horsemen, scour the Campania: and if 
those miseries do now so much afflict us, what 
shall they then do when Gop shall add unto 
them his utmost force and power? When all 
creatures shall arm against sinners, and the 
zeal of the Divine Justice shall be their Captain- 
General, which the Wise Man declares in these 


words: Fis zeal shall take up arms, and shalt. 


arm the creatures to revenge him of his enemies : 
\ 


he shall put on justice as a breast-plate, and 
righteous judgment as a helmet; and he shali 
take equity as a buckler, and shall sharpen his 
wrath sas a lance, and the circuit of the earth 
shall fight for him; thunderbolts shall be sent 
from the clouds, as a well-shooting bow, and 
shall not fail to hit the mark ; and hail shall be 


sent full of stormy wrath ; the waters of the sea 


132 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


shall threaten them, the rivers shall combat fu- 
riously ; a@ most stormy wind shall rise against 
them, and shall divide them as a whirlwind.* 

Very dreadful are these words, although they 
contain but the war which three of the elements 
are to make against sinners ; but not only fire, 
air, and water, but earth also and Heaven shall 
fall upon them and confound them: for all the 
creatures shall express their fury in that day, 
and shall rise against man; and if the clouds 
shall discharge thunderbolts and stones upon 
their heads, the heavens shall shoot no less 
balls than stars, which shall fall from thence ; 
if hail no bigger than little stones, falling but 
fiat the clouds, destroy the fields, and ssome- 
times kill the lesser sort of cattle, what shall 
pieces of stars do, falling from the firmament 
or upper region. 

As in man, who is called the lesser world, 
when he is to die, the humours, which are as 


the elements, are troubled and out of order; 


* Sap. v. 
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~ his eyes, which are as the sun and moon, are 
darkened ; his other senses, which are as the 
lesser stars, fall away; his reason, which is as 
the ccelestial virtues, is off the hinges; so in 
the death of the greater world, before it dis- 
solve and expire, the sun shall be turned into 
darkness, the moon into blood, the stars shall 
fall, and the whole world shall tremble, with a 
horrid noise. If the sun, moon, and other 
celestial bodies, which are held incorruptible, 
shall suffer such changes, what shall be done 
with those frail and corruptible elements of 
earth, air and water; if this inferior world doth 
depend upon the heavens, whose ccelestial bo- 
dies being altered and broken in pieces, in what 
estate must the lower elements remain, when 
the virtues of Heaven shall faulter, and the 
wandring stars shall lose their way, and fail to 
observe their order 2? 

“How shall the air be troubled with violent 
and sudden whirlwinds, dark tempests, horrible 
thunders, and furious flashings of lightning! How 
shall the earth tremble with dreadful earthquakes, 


N 
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opening herself with a thousand mouths, and 
casting forth, as it were, whole volcanoes of fire 
and sulphur; and not content to overthrow the 
loftiest towers, shall swallow up high mountains, 
and bury cities in her entrails; how shall the 
sea then rage, mounting her proud waves above 
the clouds, as if they meant to overwhelm the 
whole earth! The roaring of the ocean shall 
astonish those who are far distant from the sea, 
and inhabit in the midst of the firm land ; there- 
fore it is said, that there shall be in the earth 
afflictions of nations for the confusion of the 
noise of the sea. 

What shall men do ‘in this general perturba- 
tion of nature? They shall remain amazed 
and pale as death. What comfort shall they 
have? They shall stand gazing one upon ano- 
ther, and every one shall conceive a new fear, 
by beholding in his neighbour’s face the image 
of his own death. What fear and horror shall 
then possess them, when they shall hourly ex- 
pect the success and dire effects portended by 


those monstrous prodigies ! All commerce shall 
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then cease; the market-places shall be unpeo- 
pled, and the tribunals remain solitary and 
silent; none shall then be ambitious of honours, 
-none’shall seek after pastimes and new-invented 
pleasures ; nor shall the covetous wretch then 
busie himself with the care of his treasures; none 
shall frequent the palaces of kings and princes, 
but through fear shall forget even to eat and 
drink ; all their care shall be employed how to 
escape those deluges, earthquakes, and light- 
ning, seeking for places of security, which they 
shall not meet with. Who will remember the 
sumptuous buildings he hath reared; the beauty 
he hath once doated upon? 

If we shall forget what we ourselves most 
valued and gloried in, how shall we remember 
that of others? What remembrance shall there 
then be of the acts of the great Alexander? Of 
the earning of Aristotle? Of the wisdem of 
Solomon? And of the endowment of the most 
renowned men of the world? Their fame shall 
remain from thenceforward for ever buried, and 
shall die with the world for a whole eternity. 


N 2) 
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The mariners, when in some furious tempest 
they are upon point of sinking, how are they 
amaged at the rage of the watry element ! How 
grieved and afflicted with ruin which threatens 
them! What prayers and vows do they send 
up to Heaven! How disinterested are they of 
all worldly matters, since they fling their wealth 
and riches into the sea, for which they have 
run such hazard! In what condition shall be 
then the inhabitants of the earth, when not 
only the sea with his raging, but Heaven and 
earth, with a thousand prodigies, shall affright 
them? When the sun shall put ona robe of 
mourning, and amaze them with the horror of 
his darkness; when the moon shall look like 
blood, the stars fall, and the earth shall shake 
them with its unquiet trembling; when the 
whirlwinds shall throw them off their legs, and 
frequent and thick flashes of lightning dazzle 
their sight, and confound their understanding ; 
what shall sinners then do, for whose sake all 
these fearful wonders shall happen ? 


Let us by the particular changes which 
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have happened, judge how dreadful the con- 
junction of so many and so great calamities in 
the end of the world altogether will be. But if 
all the alterations past of the elements were no 
more than skirmishes, what shall then be the 
battle which they are to give unto sinners, when 
the Heavens shail shoot their arrows, and give 
the alarm with prodigious thunders, and shall 
declare their wrath with horrible apparitions 2 
In the last days the sun shall hide his beams 
under a mourning garment; and the moon shall 
cloath herself with blood, to signify the war 
which all the creatures are to make with fire ' 
and blood, against those who have despised. 
their Creator; when on one side the earth shall 
rouse itself up against them, and shall shake 
them off her back, as unwilling to endure their 
burdens any longer; when the sea shall pursue 
and assault them within their own houses; and 
the air shall not permit them to be safe in the 
fields? Certainly it shall then be no wonder, 
if. they shall desire the mountains to cover 
them, and the hills to hide them within their 
N3 
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caverns: what shall it be then when the Lord 
of all shall arm all the elements against man, 
and shall give the alarm to all creatures to re- 
venge himself upon him, so ungrateful for his 
infinite benefits ? 

The creatures now groan to see themselves 
abused by man, in contempt of his and their 
Creator; but they shall then shake off their 
yoaks, and shall revenge themselves of the 
grievances which they suffer under him, and 
the injuries he hath done unto. the Creator of 
all: all the elements, all creatures, the whole 
world shall be up in arms against man; the 
summer shall be changed into winter, and win- 
ter into the summer; no creature shall observe 
the prefixed law with him who hath not observed 
the law of his Creator, that so they may revenge 
both Gop and themselves; but more terrible 
then is.that which follows, that after so many 
calamities, the bottomless pit, which is Hell, 
shall burst open, and out of his profound throat 
belsh forth so thick a smoke, as shall wholly 
darken the sun and air, from which smoke shall 
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sally forth a multitude of deformed locusts, 
which in great swarms shall disperse themselves 
over the face of the whole earth, and leaving 
the fields, herbs, and what is sown, fall upon 
such men as have been unfaithful unto Gop, 
and shall for five months torment them with 
greater rage than scorpions.* 

Some Doctors understand those locusts ae- 
cording to the letter; that they shall bea cer- 
tain kind of true locusts, but of a strange figure 
and fierceness; others that they shall be devils 
in Hell in the shape of locusts; and it is no 
marvel, that in the destruction of the world, 
devils shall appear in visible form, since in the 
destruction of Babylon, they appeared in divers 
figures of beasts, as was prophesied by Isaiah. 

But how shall it then fare with sinners, when 
after all shall come that general fire, so often 
foretold, which shall either fall from Heaven, or 
ascend out of Hell, or (according to Albertus 


Magnus ) proceed from both, and shall devour 


\ 


* Apocal. chap. ix, - 
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and consume all it meets with? Whither shail 
the miserable fly, when that river of flames, or 
(to say better) that inundation and deluge of. 
fire shall so encompass them, as no place of 
surety shall be left, where nothing can avail 
but a holy life, when all besides shall perish in 
that universal ruin of the whole world. 

What lamentations were in Rome when it 
burnt for seven days together! What shrieks 
were heard in Troy, when it was wholly cou- 
sumed with flames! What howling and astonish- 
ment in Pentapolis, when those cities were de- 
stroyed with fire from Heaven! What weeping 
was there in Jerusalem, when they beheld the 
house of Gop, the glory of their kingdom, the 
wonder of the world, involved in fire and smoke! 
Imagine what these people felt, they saw their 
houses and goods on fire, and no possibility of 
saving them; when the husband heard the 
shrieks and cries of his dying wife, the father 
of his little children, and unawares perceived 
himself so encompassed with flames, that he 


could neither relieve them, nor free himself! 


THE STATE OF MAN. 144 


What, then shall be the streights and exi- 
gencies of that general burning, when those who 
shall escape earthquakes, inundations of the 
sea, the fury of whirlwinds, and lightning from 
Heaven, shall fall into that universal fire, that 
deluge of flames, which shall consume all, and 
make an end of men and their memories: of 
those who lived before the flood, and were mas- 
ters of the world for so long a time, except it 
be of some few, we know nothing; those he- 
roical actions which certainly some of them 
performed, and gained by them incomparable 
fame, lie buried in the waters, and there re- 
mains no more memory of those who did them, 
than if they had never been born; no more per- 
manent shall be the fame of those which now 
resounds in the ears of the whole world ; Cyrus, 
Alexander, Hannibal, Scipio, Cesar, Augustus, 
Plato, Aristotle, Hippocrates, Euclid, and the 
rest; no more world, no more fame, this fire 
shall end all the smoke. 

And indeed the world may be said to be like 


a house full of smoke; which in such manner 
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blinds the eyes, as it suffers not those within 
it to see things as they are; and so -the world 
with its deceits so disguise the nature of human 
things, as we perceive not what they are; am- 
bition and human honour (which the world so 
much dotes after) are no more than smoke, 
without substance, which so blinds our under- 
standings, that we know not the truth of that 
we so much covet: it is no marvel that so much 
smoke comes at last to end in flames. 

What shall it then profit the worldings to 
have rich vessels of gold and silver, curious 
embroideries, precious tapestries, pleasant gar- 
dens, sumptuous palaces, and all! what the 
_ world now esteems, when they shall with their 
own eyes behold their costly palaces burnt, 
their rich and curious pieces of gold melted, 
and their flourishing and pleasant orchards con- 
sumed, without power to preserve them or 
themselves: all shall burn, and with it -the 
world, and all the memory and fame of it shall 
die, and that which mortals thought to be im- 


mortal, shall then end and perish. 
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No more shall Aristotle be cited in the schools, 
nor Ulpian alledged in the tribunals; no more 
shall Plate be read amongst the learned, nor 
Cicero imitated by the orators; no more shall 
Seneca be admired by the understanding, nor 
Alexander extolled among captains; all fame 
shall then die, and all memory be forgotten. 
O vanity of men, whose memorials are as vain 
as themselves, which in few years perish, 
and that which lasts longest, can endure no 
longer than the world! What became of that 
statue of massy gold, which. Gorgias the Scon- 
tine placed in Delphos to eternize his name ;- 
and that of Gorbrion in Rome, and that of Be- 
vosus with the golden tongue in Athens, and 
_inaumerable others erected to great captains in 
brass or hardest marble? Certainly many years 
since they are perished; if not they shall perish 
in this great and general conflagration ; only 
virtue no fire can burn. 

Three hundred and sixty statues were erected 
by the Athenians unto Demetrius Phaleras, for 


having governed their common-wealth ten years 
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with great virtue and prudence; but of so little 
continuance were those trophies, that those 
very emblems which were raised by gratitude, 
were soon after destroyed by envy; and he 
himself which saw his statues set up in so great 
a number, saw them also pulled down; but he 
still retained this comfort, which Christians 
may learn from him, that beholding how they 
threw his images unto the ground, he could say 
at last, They cannot overthrow those virtues for 
which they were erected. Wf they were true vir- 
tues, he said well; for those neither envy can 
demolish, nor human power destroy. 

And, which is more, the Divine Power will 
not in this general destruction of the world con- 
sume them, but will preserve in his eternal 
memory as many as shall persevere in goodness, 
and die in his holy grace ; for only charity, ho- 
liness, and Christian virtues shall not end, when 
the world ends. 

The rich man shall not be preserved by his 
wealth, nor the mighty by his power, nor the 
crafty by his wiles; only the just shall be freed 
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by his virtues. None shall escape the terror of 
that day, by fast-sailing ships, or speed of 
horses; the sea itself shall burn, and the fire 
shali overtake the swiftest post; only holiness 
and charity shall defend the servants of Gop. 
How then shall I, miserable sinner, in this 
universal conflagration, behave myself? What 
counsel shall I take in that extremity, when my 
own conscience shall be my accuser, and when 
I shall behold the world all on fire about me ? 
Whither shall I flee for safety, when no place 
will afford it? Shall I climb unto the moun- 
tains? Thither the flames will follow me. Shall 
I descend into the valleys? Thither the fire will 
pursue me. Shall I shut up myself in some 
strong castle or tower? But there the wrath of 
Gop will assault me, and the fire will pass the 
fosses, consume the bulwarks, and make an end 
of them and me. What shall I poor wretch do? 
Let thy power, O Lorp, triumph over my 
misery,and glorify thyself in my greatest cx- 
tremities; and thy will, O Lorn, be done, if 
it be thy Divine Pleasure, in my confusion. 


o 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the last Day of Time, and of the Judgment 
which is to pass upon all Things in the World. 


W: must suppose that the coming of CHRIST 
to judgment, is to be with greater terror and 
“majesty than hath yet been manifested by any 
of the Divine Persons, either in himself, or any 
of his creatures. Ifan angel which represented 
Gop, and was only to promulgate the law, came 
with that terror and majesty unto Mount Sinai, as 
made the Hebrew people, though purified and 
prepared for his coming, to quake and tremble; 
‘what shall the Lorp of the law do, when he 
himself comes to take an account of the law, to 
revenge the breach of it? With what terror and 
majesty shall he appear unto sinners, and to 


such which are unprepared for his reception, 
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who are then to be all present, and judged in 
that last day of time? For after those prodigious 
thunders, lightnings, earthquakes, and prodigies; 
after burning in that deluge of fire the sinners 
of the world, the saints remaining still alive, 
that that article of our faith may be literally 
fulfilled, From thence he shall come to judge both 
the quick and the dead; the heavens shall open, 
and over the vallies of Jehosaphat, the Redeemer 
of the world, attended by all the angels of Hea- 
ven, in visible forms of admirable splendour, shall 
with a divine majesty descend to judge it. 
Before the Judge shall be borne his standard, 
which Chrysostome* and divers other Doctors 
affirm, shall be the very cross on which he suf- 
fered ; then shall the just meet (as the Apostle 
- says) their Redeemer in the air, who, at his 
issuing forth of the heavens, shall with a voice 
that may be heard of all the world, pronounce 
this his commandment, Arise ye dead and cohgie 


unto judgment, which shall be proclaimed by 


* Chrysost. tom. 3. de Cruce. 
0, 2 
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four angels in the four quarters of the world, 
with such vehemence, that the sound shall 
pierce unto the infernal region, from whence the 
souls of the damned shall issue forth, and re- 
enter their bodies, which shall from thencefor- 
ward suffer the terrible torments of Hell; the 
souls of the blessed filling their bodies with the 
four gifts of glory, shall make them more re- 
splendent than the sun, and with the gift of 
agility shall join themselves with those just who 
remain alive in the air in their passible bodies ; 
which being yet mortal, and therefore not able 
to endure these vehement affections of the 
heart, of joy, desire, reverence, love and ad—' 
miration of Curist, shall then die, and in that 
instant behold the Divine Essence, after which 
their souls shall be again immediately united to 
their bodies, before they can be corrupted, or 
so much as fall unto the ground, and thence- 
forward continue glorious; for in the moment 
wherein they die, they shall be purified from 
those noxious humours and qualities wherewith 


our bodies are now infected. 
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And therefore it was convenient they should 
first die, that being so cleansed from all filth, 
they might, by the restitution of their blessed 
souls receive gifts of glory. Who can express 
the joy of those happy souls, when they shall 
take possession of their new glorious and beau- 
tiful bodies, which were long since eaten by 
worms, or wild beasts, some four, sdéme five 
thousand years ago, turned into dust and ashes? 
What thanks shall they give unto Gop, who 
after so long a separation hath restored them to 
their ancient companions! But the souls of the. 
damned, how shall they rage and curse their 
own Bushy since to please and pamper it, hath 
been the occasion of their torments and eternal: 
unhappiness ! 

‘The reprobates being then in the valley of 
Jehosaphat*, and the predestinate in the air, the 
Judge shall appear above Mount Olivet, unto. 
whom the clouds shall serve as a chariot, and 


his most glorious body shall cast forth rays of 


'*® Zec. x. 
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such incomparable splendor, as the sun shall 
appear but as a coal; for even the predestinate 
- shall shine as the sun, but the light and bright- 
ness of CuRIST shall as far exceed them, as the 
sun doth the least star; the which most ad- 
mirable sight shall be yet more glorious, by 
those thousand millions of excellent and hea- 
venly spirits, which shall attend him, who 
having formed themselves aerial bodies of more 
or less splendor, according to their hierarchy 
and order, shall fill the whole space betwixt 
Heaven and earth, with unspeakable beauty and 
variety. | 

The Saviour of the World shall sit upon a 
throne of great majesty, his countenance shall 
be most mild and peaceable towards the good, 
and (though the same) most terrible unto the 
bad ; out of his sacred wounds shall issue beams 
of light towards the just, full of love and sweet- 
ness; but unto sinners full of fire and wrath, 
who shall weep bitterly for the evils which 
issue from them ; so great shall be the majesty 


of CHRIST, that the miserable, damned, and 
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the devils themselves, notwithstanding all the 
hate they bear him, shall yet prostrate them- 
selves and adore him, and to their greater con- 
fusion acknowledge him for Lorp and Gop :* 
and those who have most blasphemed him shall 
then bow before him, fulfilling the promises of 
the Eternal Father, that all things should be 
subject unto him, that he would make his ene- 
mies his footstool, and that all knees should 
bend before him; here also shall the sinners 
behold him in glory, whom they have despised 
for vain trifles of the earth. 

What an amazement will it be to see him 
King of so great majesty, who suffered so much 
ignominy upon the cross, and even from those 
whom he redeemed with his most precious 
blood! What will they then say, who in scorn 
crowned the sacred temples of the Lorp with — 
thorns, put a reed in his hand for a scepter, 
cloathed him in some old and broken garment 


of purple, buffetted and spit upon his blessed 


* Ps. cix. 1 Cor. xv. Phil. ii, 
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face? I know not how the memory of this 
doth not burst our hearts with compunction! 
There shall be thrones for the Apostles, and 
those saints who, poor in spirit, have left all 
for CHRIST, who sitting now as judges with the 
Redeemer, and condemning by their good ex- 
ample the scandalous lives of sinners, shall ap- 
prove the sentence of the supreme Judge, and 
declare his great justice before the world, with 
which the wicked shall remain confounded and 
amazed ; the tyrants who have afflicted and put 
to death the holy martyrs, what will they now 
say, when they shall see them in this glory? 
Those who trampled under foot the justice and 
right of the poor of CuristT, what will they 
do when they shall behold their judges? How 
confounded shall be the kings of the earth, 
when they shall behold their vassals in glory; 
and lords, when they shall see their slaves 
among the angels, and themselves in equal rank 
with devils? The good he shall place upon his 
right hand, elevated in the air, that all the 
world may honour them as holy ; and the wicked _ 
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shall stand far at his left, remaining upon the 
earth to their own confusion, and scorn of all. 

Immediately the books of all men’s consciences 
shall be opened, and their sins published to the 
whole world; the most seeret sins of their 
hearts, and those filthy acts which were com- 
mitted in private, shall all to their great shame 
and confusion be then discovered ; the virtuous 
actions of the just, how secretly soever per- 
formed, their holy thoughts, their pious desires, 
their pure intentions, their good works, which 
the world now disesteems as madness, aball then 
be manifested, and they for. them be honoured 
by the whole world. 

Nothing shall be of greater confusion _unto 
sinners, than to behold those who have com- 
mitted equal and greater sins than themselves, 
to be there in glory; because they made use of 
the time of repentance, which they despised 
and neglected. This confusion shall be aug- 
mented by that inward charge which Gop shall 
lay against them of his divine benefits, unto 


which their angel guardians shall assist, by 
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giving testimony how often they have disswaded 
them from their evil courses; and how rebel- 
lious and refractory they have still been to their 
holy inspirations: the saints shall accuse them, 
that they have laughed at their good counsels ; 
and shall set forth the dangers whereunto they 
themselves have been subject by their ill ex- 
ample. 

The just Judge shall then immediately pro- 
nounce sentence in favour of the good, in these 
words of love and mercy, Come ye blessed of my 
father, possess the kingdom which was prepared 
for you from the creation of the world. O what 
joy shall fill the saints! And what spight and 
envy shall burst the hearts of sinners! But 
more, when those miserable wretches shall hear 
the severe Judge say, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into eternal fire, prepared for Satan and 
his angels: with this sentence they shall remain 
for ever overthrown, and covered with eternal 
sorrow and confusion. Depart from me: alas, 
Dread Sovereign! whither shall they go te 


avoid thy displeasure! Art thou not in Heaven, 
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in Hell, and every where? Dost not thou fill 
Heaven-and earth? Dost not thou hold the uni- 
verse in thy hands? And doth not thy power 
comprehend all things? To whom shall they 
betake themselves! Art not thou he who hast 
the words of eternal life, who art even thyself 
life everlasting? Whither wilt thou have these 
miserable creatures to retire themselves? Do 
what they can, they cannot go out of thee, 
since in thee all things have motion, being and 
life. Begone barren trees, twice dead, rooted 
out of the blessed earth, and are only fit to be 
cast into the fire; you are not worthy to take 
up place in the Paradise of Heaven, where no 
trees are planted, but such as bear good fruit. 

_ At that instant the fire of that general burn- 
ing* shall invest those miserable creatures ; the 
earth shall open, and Hell shall enlarge its 
throat to swallow them for all eternity, accom- 
plishing that malediction, Let death come upon 


them, and let them sink alive into Hell ;+ snares, 


* Peal, liy. ' ¥ Psal. x. 
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fire and sulphur, shall rain upon sinners: but the 
just shall then rejoyce, singing that song of the 
Lamb, related by St. John: Great and marvel- 
lous are thy works, O Lord God Omnipotent ; 
just and righteous are thy ways, King of all 
eternity ; who will not fear thee, O Lord, and 
magnify thy name?* with thousand other an- 
thems of joy and jubilee they shall ascend 
above the stars in a most glorious triumph, 
untill they arrive in the emperial Heaven, where 
they shall be placed in thrones of glory, which 
they shall enjoy for an eternity of eternities. 

In the mean time the earth, which was pol- 
luted for having sustained the bodies of the 
damned, shall be purified in that general burn- 
ing; and then shall be renewed the earth, the 
heavens, the stars and the sun; which shall 
shine seven times more than before; and the 
creatures which have been here violated and 
oppressed by the abuse of man, shall then re- 
joyce to see themselves freed from the tyranny 
nace ntsc nacemacnstpiats = 


* Apoc. xv. 
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of sin and sinners, and joyful of the triumph of 
CuRist, shall put on mirth and gladness. 

This is the end wherein all time is to de- 
termine; and this the catastrophe, so fearful 
unto the wicked, where all things temporal are 
to conclude: let us therefore take heed how we 
use them; and that we may use them well, let 
- us be mindful of this last day, this day of jus- 
tice and calamity, this day ef terror and amaze- 
ment; the memory whereof will serve much 
for the reformation of our lives; let us think of 
it,.and fear it, for it is the most terrible of all 
things terrible, and the consideration most pro- 
fitable and acceptable to cause in us a holy 
fear of Gob, and to convert us unto him. While. 
I live, I will therefore ever preserve in my me- 
mory this day of terror, that I may hereafter 
enjoy security for the whole eternity of Gop. 
Above all things, I will keep. before my eyes 
the last of all days, and all the moments of my 
life, I will thinks, and for ever think of eternity. 


P 
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; 


BOOK Il. 


CHAP. I. 
Of the Greatness of Things Eiernal. 


Axrnoven all temporal things are in them- 
selves little and base, yet unto him who shall 
consider the greatness and majesty of the Eter- 
nal, they will appear much less, and contemp- 
tible. 

The greatness of the glory eternal consists 
not only in the eternity of its duration; but in 
its intention also, as being supreme, and with- 
out limits in its excellency: and therefore we 
ought not to think much at the sufferings of a 
thousand years torments, or to remain in Hell” 


itself for some long time, so we might behold 
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CHRIST in his glory, and enjoy the company of 
saints, and be partakers of so great a happiness, 
but for one day. | 

Such is the beauty of righteousness, such the 
joy of that eternal light, of that immutable 
truth and wisdom, that although we were not 
to continue in it above one day, yet for so 
short a time, a thousand years in this es re- 
plenished with delight, and abundance of all 
goods temporal, were justly to be despised ; 
One day in thy Courts is better than a thousand: 
and if those joys of Heaven were short, and 
those of earth eternal, yet we ought to forsake 
these for those: what shall it be to possess 
_ them for an eternity, when the joy of each day 
shall be equivalent to many years ? If the beau- 
ties of all creatures, heavens, earth, Ab weds: 
pearls, and all other things that could give any 
light, were all comprised in one thing; if every 
one of the stars yielded as much light as the 
sun, and the sun shined as bright as all they 
together; all this so united would be, in re- 
spect of the beauty of Gop ALMIGHTY, as @ 

P 2 
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dark night in respect of the clearest day: as 
Ahasuerus, who reigned from India to Ethiopia, 
over one hundred and seventy princes, made a 
great feast for all his princes, which lasted one 
hundred eighty one days: so shall this King of 
Heaven and earth make his great supper of” 
glory, which. shall last for all eternity, for the 
setting forth of his majesty, and for the honour 
and’ entertainment of his servants; where the 
joys shall be such as neither the eye hath seen, 
nor the ear hath heard, nor hath entered into 
the heart of man to conceive: Come eat and 
drink, and be filled, my beloved, shall the King 
_ of Heaven say; this feast of mine shall never be 
ended, ‘there shall come no sorrow after it. O 
life of lives, surpassing all life! O everlasting 
life! O life blessed for ever more! where 
there is joy without sorrow.’ O the inanity and 
emptiness of temporal goods! What proportion 
do they hold with this greatness, since they are 
so poor, that even time, from whence they have 
their being, makes them tedious, and not to be 


endured? Who could continue a whole month 
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without any diversion, in hearing the choicest 
musick ? Nay, who could pass a day free from 
weariness, without some thoughts of pleasures 2 
But such is the greatness of these joys which 
GoD hath prepared for them who love and fear 
him, as we shall still desire them afresh, and 
they will not cloy us in a whole eternity. 

Eternal glory is great, both in respect of its 
purity, being free from all ill, and in respect 
of its perfection, being highly and excellently 
good: it doth as far exceed all the grandeur of 
this world, as the heavens are distant from the 
earth; and how far that is, we shall form some 
conception of it, as much as our weakness is 
able to express. 

The most famous mathematician Christopher 
Clavius says, that from the sphere of the moon, 
which is the lowest heaven unto the earth, are 
one hundred and twenty thousand six hundred 
and thirty miles: from the heaven of the sun, 
four millions thirty thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-three miles: and from the firmament or 
eighth heaven, one hundred sixty-one millions. 

PS 
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eight hundred fourscore and four thousand nine 
hundred and forty-three miles. Here Plato 
wills the mathematicians to cease their enqui- 
ries; for from hence there is no rule of mea- 
suring further; but without all doubt, it is 
much further from thence to the empyreal hea- 
ven: for the only thickness of the starry sphere 
-is said to contain as much as the whole space 
betwixt that and the earth; insomuch as if a 
milstone were thrown from the highest of the 
firmament, and should every hour fall two hun- 
dred miles, it would be ninety years before it 
arrived at the earth. The mathematicians also, 
and some learned interpreters of the Holy 
Scripture affirm, that the distance from the 
earth unto the highest of the firmament, is less 
than that from thence to the Iowest of the em- 
* pyreal heaven; and therefore conclude, if one 
should live two thousand years, and every day 
should travel a hundred miles, he should not in. 
all that time reach the lowest of the firmament: 
end if after that, he should also travel other two 


thousand years, he should not reach the highest 


THE STATE OF MAN. 163 


of it; and from thence four thousand years 

efore he arrived at the lowest of the empyreal 
heaven. O blessed Jesu, which makes us in a 
moment dispatch so great a journey, and in 
one little instant brings the souls of the just 
thither; so short is the way, which brings us ~ 
to Heaven, that in an instant the righteous 
shall mount above the sun and moon, tread the 
stars under their feet, and enter into the Hea- 
ven of the blessed. 

Proportionable unto this distance of place, is 
the advantage which the greatness ‘of Heaven hath 
above that of earth, and the same holds in their 
blessings: let us mount then with this considera- 
tion thither, and from that height let us despise 
all the vanities of this world: all the kingdoms 
of the earth are but asa point, yea, but as a point 
of apoint. He ishigher than the world, who cares 
not for the world: but of Heaven, Baruch could 
say; How great is the house of God, how large 


is the place of his possession!* It is great, and 


~ 


* Bar. chap. v. 
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hath no end; high, and immeasurable. If one 
who had ever been bred in an obscure dungeon, 
were told, that above the earth there was a 
sun, which enlightened the whole world, and 
cast his beams far above a hundred thousand 
leagues in circumference, all the discourses 
which could be made unto such a one would 
hardly make him conceive the brightness and 
beauty of the sun; much less can the glory of 
those things of the other world be made to ap- 
pear unto us, though set forth with the greatest. 
beauty the world affords. 

O what fools then are they, who for one 
point of earth lose so many leagues of Heaven! 
Who for one short pleasure lose things so im- 
mense and durable! O the greatness of the 
omnipotency and goodness of GoD! who hath 
prepared such celestial mansions and glorious 
things for the humble and little ones who serve 
him: My soul, O Lord my God, thirsteth after 
thee: I will behold thy face in righteousness ; for 
in thy presence is fulness of joy, at thy righé 


hand there are pleasures for evermore: whatsoever 
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Lean wish for, is present with thee ; whatsoever 
can be desired, is in thee a abundance; thou 
shalt make me drink of the river of thy pleasures ; 
for with thee is the fountain of life, and in’ thy 
light I shall see light: how happy shall I be 
when I shall see thee in thyself, and thee in me, 
and myself in thee, living in everlasting feli- 
city, and enjoying the beatifical vision of thee 
| for ies trek : T will therefore trust in thee my 
Lord God for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah 
there is everlasting happiness, and joy without 


end.” 


® Peal. xvii. 15. xvi, 11, XxxXvi. 8,9. Isa. XxY. 4 © 
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CHAP. II. 
The Greatness of the Eternal Honour of the Just. 


i 

‘Pus greatness of those goods of the other 
life, are honours, riches, pleasures, and all the 
blessings both of body and soul: of each where- 
of we shall say something apart; and will begin 
with that of honour. 

The nature of honour is to be a reward of 
virtue; and by how much greater the reward 
is, by so much the greater is the honour which 
is conferred: what honour shall it then be, 
when Gop shall give unto those who served 
him, not only to tread upon the stars, to inha- 
bit the palaces of Heaven, to be Lords of the 
world; but transcending all that is created, 
and finding nothing amongst his riches sufiicient 


to reward them, shall give them his own infi-- 
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nite essence to enjoy, as a recompence of their 
holiness, not for.a day, but to all eternity ! 

The highest honour which the Romans be- 
stowed upon their greatest captains, was to 
grant them a day of triumph, and in that, per- 
mission to wear a crown of grass or leaves, 
which withered the day following: but the 
triumph of the just shall be eternal; and their 
never-fading crown is’ Gop himself. O most 
happy diadem, O most precious garland of the 
saints, which is of as great worth and value as 
‘is Gop himself! Sapores, King of the Persians, 
was most ambitious of honour, and would 
therefore be called the brother of the sun and 
moon, and friend to the planets; this vain 
prince erected a most glorious throne, which 
he placed on high, and thereon sat, in great 
majesty, having under his feet a globe of glass, 
whereon were artificially represented the mo- 
tionsof the sun, the moon and stars ; and to 
sit crowned above this phantastical heaven, he 
esteemed as a great honour. What shall be then 


the honour of the just, who shall truly and 


/ 
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really sit above the sun, the moon, and firma- 
ment, crowned by the hand of Gop himself; 
and that with a crown of gold, graven with the 
seal of holiness and the glory of honour? And 
this honour arrives at the heighth, that CorisT 
himself tells us; He who shall overcome, £ will 
give him to sit with me in my throne ; even as I 

~y have overcome, and have sitten with the Father in 
his throne.* _O happy labour of the victorious 
and glorious combat of the just, against the 
vices and temptations of the world, whose vic- 
tory deserves so inestimable a crown ! 

How great shall be that glory, when a just 
soul shall, in the presence of an infinite number 
of angels, sit in the same throne with CuRIsT; 
and shall, by the just sentence of Gop, be 
praised for a conqueror over the world, and 
the invisible powers of Hell! What can it 
desire more, than to be partaker of all those 
divine goods, and even to accompany CHRIST 


ia the same throne ?. O how chearfully do they 


* Apoc. iii. 
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bear all afflictions for Curist, who with a 
lively faith and certain hope apprehend so 
sublime honours. 

If the applause of men, and the good opi- 
nion which they have from others, be esteemed 
aa honour, what shall be the applause of Hea- 
ven, and the good opinion not only of saints 
and angels, but of Gop himself, whose judg- 
ment cannot err? David took it for a great 
honour, that the daughter of his King was 
judged a reward of his valour: Gop surpasses 
this, and honours so much the service of his 
elect, that he pays their merits with no less a 
reward than himself. 

Besides this, he who is most known, and is 
praised and celebrated for good and virtuous 
by the greatest-multitude, is esteemed the most 
glorious and honourable person; but all this 
world is a solitude in respect of the citizens of 
Heaven, where innumerable angels approve and 
praise the virtuous actions of the just; and 
they likewise are nothing, and all creatures, 
men and angels, but asa solitary wilderness, 


+a) 
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in respect of the Creator. What man so glo- 
rious upon earth, whose worth and yalour hath 
been known to all: those who were born before 
him, could not know him; but the just in 
Heaven shall be known by all, past and to 
come, and by all the angels, and by the King 
of men and angels. Human fame is founded 
upon the applause of mortal men, who, besides 
being less than angels, may be deceived, may 
speak untruth, and are most part of them sin- 
ners and wicked; how far must that honour 
exceed it, which is conferred upon the just by 
the holy angels, and by those blessed and pure 
souls who cannot be deceived themselves, nor 
will deceive others? If we esteem it more to 
be honoured by the Kings of the earth, by the 
great men of the world, than by some ignorant 
peasants of some poor village, how ought we 
then to value the honour which shall be be- . 
stowed upon us by the saints in Heaven, who 
are the Kings and grandees of the Court of 
Gop, and are all replenished with most perfect 


and divine wisdom? All the honour of men is 
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ridiculous, and his ambition no wiser who seeks 
it, than if one worm should desire to be ho- 
noured by another. All the earth is but as 
a village, or rather some small cottage, in re- 
spect of Heaven; let us not therefore strive for 
a name upon earth, but that our names may be 
written in Heaven. 

If Saul thought the honour too much which 
was given to David by the damsels, when 
they celebrated his victory in their songs, what 
shall it be to be celebrated by all the angels 
and saints in celestial responsories? When a 
servant of Gop enters into Heaven, he shall be 
received with such divine music, all the blessed 
in Heaven often repeating those words in the 
Gospel, Well done good servant and true ; be- 
cause thou hast heen faithful in a few things, 
thou shalt be placed ever much ; enter into thy 
Master’s joy. Which words they shall repeat 
in quires; this shall be a song of victory and 
honour, above all the honours of the earth ; 


being conferred by so great, so wise, so holy, 
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and so authentick persons. Although the ho- 
nour and applause which the just receive in 
Heaven from the citizens of that holy city be 
incomparable ; yet that honour and respect 
with which Gop himself shall treat them, is far 
above it; it is expressed in no meaner simili- 
tude than that of the honour done by the ser- 
vant unto his Lord ; and therefore it is said, that 
Gop himself shall as it were serve the blessed 
in Heaven at their table. It is much amongst 
men to be seated at the table of a Prince; but 
for a King to serve his vassal, as if he himself. 
ware his servant, who ever heard it 2 | 
David, when he caused Mephibosheth, (al- 
though the grandchild of a King, and the son 
of an exeellent Prince, unto whom David owed 
his life), to sit at his table, he thought he did 
him a singular honour; but this favour never 
extended to wait on him. The honour which 
GoD bestows upon the just, ‘exceeds all human 
imaginations ; who, not satisfied with crowning 


all the blessed with his own divinity, giving 
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himself to be possessed and enjoyed by them 
for all eternity, does also honour their victories 
and heroick actions with new crowns. 

The just shall shine like the stars in the fir- 
mament; and if the least saint in Heaven shall 
shine seven times more than the sun, what shall 
that light be, which shall outshine so many 
suns ?* 

The honour of the just in Heaven depends 
not, like that of the earth, upon accidents and 
reports, nor is exposed to dangers, or mea- 
sured by the discourse of others; but in itself 
contains its own glory and dignity. The Romans 
erected statues unto those whom they intended 
to honour, because, being mortal, there should 
something remain after death, to make their 
persons and services which they had done to 
the common-weal, known to posterity; but in 
Heaven there is no need of this artifice, be- 
cause those, which are there honoured are im- 


mortal, and shall have in themselves some cha- 


* Apoc. i. 21. 
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yacter engraved, as an evident and clear token 
of their noble victories and atchievements : 
what greater honour, than to be friends of Gop, 
sons, heirs, and kings in the realm of Heaven? 

St. John in his Apocalypse* sets forth this 
honour of the blessed, in the twenty-four elders, 
who were placed about the throne of Gop; and 
in that honour and majesty, as every one was 
‘seated in his presence, and that upon a throne, 
cloathed in white garments, in sign of their 
perpetual joy, and crowned with a crown of 
gold, in respect of their dignities. ‘To be co- 
vered in the presence of Kings is the greatest 
honour they confer upon the chiefest grandees ; 
but God causes his servants to be crowned and 
seated upon thrones before him; and our Sa- 
viour in the day of judgment makes his dis- 
ciples his fellow-judges. Certainly greater ho- 
nour cannot be imagined: than that which the 
just receive in Heaven; for if we look upon 


him who honours, it is Gop; if with what, 


* Apoc. iv. 
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with no less joy than his own divinity, and 
other most sublime gifts ; if before whom, be- 
fore the whole theatre of Heaven; if the conti- 
nuance, for all eternity. Therefore let us so 
dispose of our lives here, and live so righteously 
and holily, that we may be thought worthy of 
that crown of glory which he hath prepared for 


all those who love and serve him. 
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CHAP. Il. 


Of the Riches of the Eternal Kingdom of 


Heaven. 


Tue riches in Heaven are no less than the 
honours; though those are, as hath been said, 
inestimable. There can be no greater riches 
than to want nothing which is good, nor to 
need any thing which can be desired: and in 
that blessed life no good shall fail, nor no desire 
be unsatisfied; if (as the philosophers say) he 
is not rich who possesseth much, but he who de- 
sires nothing; there being in Heaven no desire 
unaccomplished, there must needs be great 
riches. It was a position of the Stoicks, that 
he was not poor who wanted, but he who was 
necessitated ; since then in the celestial king- 


dom there is necessity of nothing, most rich | 
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is he who enters into it; by reason of these 
divine riches, CuRrisT our Saviour when he 
speaks in his parables of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven doth sometimes call it the hidden treasure, 
the precious pearls ; for if divine happiness con- 
sists in the eternal possession of Gop, what 
riches may be compared with his who enjoys 
him ? And what inheritance to that of the King- 
dom of Heaven? And what possession more 
precious than the Divinity, and what more to 
be desired than the Creator of all things pre- 
cious, who gives himself for a possession and 
riches unto the saints, to the end they should | 
abhor those riches which are temporal, if by 
them the eternal are endangered ? 

Besides the possession of Gob, the just shall 
reign with CuristT eternally in the Kingdom 
of Heaven; whose riches must needs be immense, 
since they are to be Kings of so great and ample 
a kingdom; if the earth compared with Heaven 
be but a point, and yet contains so many king- 
doms; what shall that be which is but one 


‘ kingdom, and yet extended over the whole 
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heavens? Some famous mathematicians say of 
the empyreal heaven, that it is so great, that 
if GoD should aliow unto every one of the blessed 
a greater space than the whole earth, yet there 
would remain as much more to give unto 
others; and that the capaciousness of this hea- 
ven is so great, that it contains more than ten 
thousand and fourteen millions of miles: what 
wonder will it be to see a city so great, of so 
precious matter! Divines confess the capa- 
ciousness of this heaven to be immense, but 
are more willing to admire it, than bold to mea- 
sure it. It is all composed of matter far more 
beautiful and precious than gold, pearl and 
diamonds: the heavens which we discover with 
the sun and all the other stars, are but the 
pavement of the eternal firmament; the inha- 
bitants thereof tread under their feet the front 
of the brightest stars: the sun and moon were 
made to give light to this low elementary world; 
the heavenly Lamb is the lamp which doth 
lighten the eternal Sion, the mansion of glory ; 


what shall that place be, where the saints in 


. 
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the light of glory see the increated and inacces- 
sible light of the Deity ! 

It is called a kingdom, for its immense ereat- 
ness; and a city, for its great beauty and po- 
pulation : it is full of inhabitants of all nations 
and conditions; where are many thousands of 
angels, an infinite number of the just, even as 
many as have died since Abel; and thither also 
shall repair all who are to die to the end of the 

world, and after judgment shall there remain 
| for ever invested in their glorious bodies: nei- 
ther shall this populous city be inhabited with 
mean or base people, but with citizens so 
noble, rich, and just, that all of them shall be 
most holy and wise Kings ; how happy shall it 
be to live with such persons! The Queen of 
Sheba only to see Solomon, came from the end 
of the earth. To behold a King issue out of his 
palace, all the people flock together; what 
shall it then be, not only to see, but to live 
and reign with many angels, and converse with 
so many eminent and holy men? If there should 


how descend from Heaven one of the Prophets 
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er Apostles, with what earnestness and admira+ 
tion would every one strive to see and hear him! 
{n the other world we shall hear and see them 
all; how admirable will it be to see thousands 
of thousands in all their beauty and greatness, 
and so many glorious bodies of saints in all 
their lustre! If one sun be sufficient to clear 
up the whole world here below ; what joy shall 
it be to behold those innumerable suns in that 
region of light ! | 
This kingdom of Gop is not like other king- 
doms, which contain huge desarts, inaceessible 
mountains, and thick woods, nor is it divided 
into many cities and villages, distant one from 
another; but this kingdom, although a most 
spacious region, is all one beautiful city ; who 
would not wonder if all England were but one 
city, and that as beautiful as Rome in the time 
of Augustus Cesar, who found it of brick, and 
left it of marble? What a sight were that of 
Syria, if alla Jerusalem! What shall then be 
the celestial city of saints, whose greatness pos- 


sess the whole heavens, and is as the Holy 
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Scriptures describe (to exaggerate the riches of 
the saints) all of gold and precious: stones ? 
The gates of this city were, as St. John says, one’ 
entire pearl, and the foundation of the wails 
jasper, saphire, calcedon, emerald, topaz, jacinth, 
amethist, and other most precious stones; the 
_ streets of fine gold, so pure as it seemed crystal ; 
joining in one substance the firmness of gold and 
the transparency of crystal; and the beauty both 
of one and the other: if all England were of sa- 
phire, how would it amaze the world! How mar- 
vellous then will the holy city be, which though 
extended over so many millions of leagues, is 
all of gold, pearl, and precious. stones, or te 
say better, of a matter of far more value, and 
peopled with such a inultitude of beautiful citi- 
zens, who are as far above any imaginable 
number, as the capacity of this city is above 
any imaginable measure 2 

Of those incomparable riches, the biessed are 
not only to be Lords, but Kings; neither is the | 
celestial measure, or this Kingdom of Heaven, 
less or poorer by having so many Lords and 

R 


182 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


Kings; it is not like the kingdoms on earth, 
which permit but one King at once; and if di- 
vided, become of less power and majesty ; but 
is of such condition, that it is wholly possessed 
by all in general, and -by each one in particu- 
lar; like the sun which warms all and every 
one; and not one less because it warms many. 
The effects of riches are much greater and 
more noble in Heaven, than they can be upon 
earth. Wealth may serve us here to maintain 
our power, honours and delights; but all the 
gold in the world cannot free us from weakness, 
infamy, or pain; it cannot make a calenture 
not to afflict us, or that the pains of the head 
or gout do not molest us, or that cares and 
fears shall not break. our sleep; this only is to 
be had in Heaven ; where their power is so free 
from weakness, that one only angel, without 
army, guns, swords or lance, could destrey at 
once one hundred and eighty thousand.* 
Besides, it is to be considered, that the great 


riches of the saints are not like those ofthe Kings. 


* Reg. iv. 19. 
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of the earth, drawn from the tributes imposed 
upon their vassals, which though just, yet are not 
free from this ill condition, that what enricheth 
the Prince, impoverishes the subject: the riches 
in Heaven have no such blemish, they are bur- 
thensome to none; and what ts given unto the 
servants of CuristT, who reigns in Heaven, ts 
not taken from any. 

If all the earth were of gold, and all the 
rivers of balsam, and all the rocks precious 
stones, wouldst thou not say, that this is a 
great treasure? Know, that a treasure which 
exceeds gold as far as gold doth dirt; balsam, 
water ; or precious stones, pebbles ; remains as 
a reward for the just. Wherefore we ought to 
lift up our souls, and alienate our affections 
from the frail felicity of these temporal goods of 
the earth, and say with David, Glorious things 
are said of thee, thou city of God; whatsoever pains 
and poverty we suffer here, we shall receive in 
glory so much the greater riches. ! 

How poor and narrow a heart must that 
Christian have, who confines his love to things. 


R 2 
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present, sweating and toiling for a smal} part 
of the goods of this world, which itself is so 
little! Why doth he content himself with some 
patch of the earth, when he may be Lord of 
the whole Heavens? Let us not therefore who 
are to die to-morrow, afflict ourselves for that 
which may perish sooner than we, let us not 
toil to enjoy that which we are shortly to leave, 
but let us lay up our treasures in Heaven, that 
-kingdom of the blessed, where the riches, joys 
-and comforts, are eternal, and can never be 
taken from us. I will therefore study to use 
this world with indifferency ; and shall not be | 
puffed up, when things succeed happily, nor 
dejected when they fail out crossly, but shail 
bless Gop in all conditions; whether.I abound 
or want, whether rich or poor, I will bless the 
Lorp at all times; his praises shall ever be in 
my mouth; I shall never complain of the neces- 
sities of this life; since though all things fail 
me, the means of my salvation will not fail me ; 


for even that want may be a means to obtain it. 


“ 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of the Greatness of Eternal Pleasures. 


Honour, profit, and pleasures, are distinct 
goods upon earth, and are rarely found toge- 
ther; honour is seldom a companion of profit, 
or profit of pleasure; and so the sick man 
drinks his potion because it is profitable, how 
bitter soever ; the pleasures of the world are: 
' for the most part mixed with some shame, and 
oftentimes with infamy; they are costly and 
| expensive ; we cannot entertain our pleasures 
without diminishing our wealth ; it is not so in 
eternal goods, in which to be honest is to be 
profitable; and to be profitable, delectable: 
eternal honours are accomparied with immense 
riches, and they are both attended by plea- 
sures without end, All this is signified by the 
R3 
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Lord when he received the faithful servant into 
glory; when he said, Well done, good servant 
and true; because thou hast been faithful in few 
things, [ will place. thee over many ; enter inté 
the j y of thy Lord. First he bonours him, 
commending him for a good and faithful ser- 
vant ; then enriches him, delivering many things 
into his hands; and so admits him into the joy 
and pleasure of his Lord; thereby signifying 
the greatness of this joy; not saying that this 
joy should enter into him, but that he should 
enter into joy, and into no other but that of his 
Lord. So great is the joy of that celestial 
Paradise, that it wholly fills and embraces the 
blessed souls which enter into Heaven as into 
an immense sea of pleasure and delight. The 
joys of the earth enter into the hearts of those 
who possess them, but fill them not; because 
the capacity of man’s heart is greater than they 
ean satisfy; but the joys of Heaven in. the 
blessed, enter into themselves, and fill and over- 
flow them in all parts. 


The multitude of joys in. Heaven is joined 
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with their greatness; and so great they are, 
that the very least of them is sufficient to make 
us forget the greatest contents of the earth ; and 
so many they are, as that though a thousand 
times shorter, yet they would exceed all tem-— 
poral pleasures, though a thousand times longer; 
but joining the abundance of those eternal joys 
with their immense greatness, that eternal bliss 
beeomes ineffable.* 

So great are the joys of. Heaven, that all the 
arithmeticians of the earth cannot number 
them; the geometricians cannot measure them ; 
nor the most leddehieahith the world explicate 
them. The just shali rejoice in what is above 
them, which is the vision of Gop; in what is 
below them, which is the beauty of Heaven, 
‘and the blessed souls ; in what is within them, 
which is the giorification of their bodies; in 
what is with them, which is the company of 
angels, and men made perfect. .Gopd_ shall 


feast all their senses with unspeakable delight ; 


*2Cor. ii. Isa, Ixiv.- 
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for he shall be their object, and shall be a mir- 
ror to the sight, music to the ear, sweetness to 
the taste, balsam to the smell, flowers to the 
touch ; there shall be the clear light of summer, 
the pleasantness of the spring, the abundance 
of autumn, and the repose of winter. 

The principal joy of the blessed is in the 
possession of Gop, whom they behold cleariy, 
as he is in himself; for as honourable, profit- 
able, and delectable, are not divided in Hea- 
ven, so the blessed souls have three gifts, es-. 
sential and inseparable from. that happy state 
which correspond to those three kinds of bles- 
sings, which the learned call vision, compre- 
hension, and fruition; the first consists. in the 
clear and distinct sight of Gop, which is given 
to the just, by which he receives an incompar- 
able honour, since his works and virtues are’ 
rewarded in the presence of the angels, with no: 
less a crown and recompence than is GoD him- 
self. The second is the possession which the 
soul hath of Gop, as of his riches and inhe- 


ritance. The third is the ineffable joy which: 


THE. STATE OF MAN, 189 


accompanies this sight and possession; which is 
—_ great, that neither the blessed themselves, 
who have experience of it; nor the angels in 
Heaven are able to declare it. This joy hath 
two singular qualities, by which we may in 
some sort conceive the immensity of it: the 
first, that it is so powerful that it excludes all 
evil, pains and grief: this only is so great a 
good, that many of the philosophers held it for 
the chief felicity of man; but herein was 
their error, that they judged that to be the 
good itself, which was but an effect or conse- 
quence of it. For so powerful is that love and 
joy which springs from the clear vision of Gop, 
that it is sufficient to convert Hell into glory; 
insomuch, as if to the most tormented soul in 
‘Hell, were added all the torments of the rest of 
the damned, both men and devils, and that 
Gop should vouchbsafe him but one glimpse of 
his knowledge, that only clear vision, though 
in the lowest degree, were sufficient to free him 
from all those evils, both of sin and pain; 


' there is no joy in this world so intense, which 


4 


* 
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ean suspend the grief we suffer from a finger 
that is sawing off. Griefs do more easily be- 
reave us of the sense of pleasure, than plea- 
sures do of pains; yet such is the greatness of 
that sovereign joy in Heaven, that it alone is 
sufficient to drown all the grief and torments 
both in earth and Hell; and there is no pain in 
the world able to diminish the least part of it. 

All those joys of the blessed, both in soul 
and body, which are innumerable, have their 
source and original from that unspeakable joy 
of the clear vision of GoD. 

And how can the joy be less which proceeds 
from such a cause, who gives himself to be 
possessed by men? that joy being the very 
same which GoD enjoys, and which suffices to 
make Gop himself blessed with a blessedness 
equal to himself. Therefore not without great 
mystery, it is said, enter into the joy of thy 
Lord; it is not said simply, into joy; but to 
determine the greatness of it, it was his own 
joy; that joy by which he himself becomes 
happy. 
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We are to consider, that there is nothing in 
this world, which hath not for its end some 
manner of perfection: and that those things 
which are capable of reason and knowledge, 
have in that perfection a particular joy and 
complacency; which joy is greater or lesser, 
according as that end is more or less perfect. 
Since therefore the Divine Perfection is infi- 
nitely greater than that of all the creatures, 
the joy of Gop, which is in himself (for he 
hath no end or perfection distinct from himself) 
is infinitely greater than that of all things be- 
sides; this joy, out-of his infinite goodness he 
hath’ been pleased to make the holy angels and 
blessed souls partakers of, communicating unto 
the just his own felicity. Therefore the joy of 
saints, which is that of the beatifical vision, 
wherein consists the joy and happiness of Gon, 
' must needs be infinite and ineffable ; and all 
the happiness and contents of this world, 
respect of it, are bitter as aloes or wormwood. 
By how much a delectable object is more 


nearly and straightly united to’ the faculty ; by 
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so much greater is the joy and delight which it 
produces: therefore Gop, who is the most ex- 
cellent and delightful object being in the bea- 
tifical vision united to the soul with the most 
intimate union that can be in a pure creature, 
must necessarily cause a most inexplicable joy, 
incomparably greater than all the joys real or 
imaginable, which can be produced by the 
creatures now existent, or possible: for as the 
Divine Perfection incloseth within itself all the 
perfections of things created possible and ima- 
ginable, so the joy which it causeth in the 
souls of the blessed, must be infinitely greater 
than all other joys; which either have or can 
be caused by the creature. If there were in 
the world a man as wise as an angel, we would 
all desire to see him, as the Queen of Sheba did 
Solomon: but if to this wisdom were joined the 
streneth of Sampson, the victories of Machabeus, 
the affability of David, the friendliness of Jo- 
nathan, the liberality of the Emperor Titus, 
and to all this the beauty and comliness of 


Absolom; who would not love, and desire te 
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live and converse with this admirable person? 
Why then do we not love the’sight of Gop, in 


whom all those perfections and graces are infi- 


nitely united, and which we ourselves, if we 


serve him, are to enjoy as if they were our 
own. 

O how great and delightful a theatre shall it 
be to.see Gop as he is with all his infinite per- 
fections, and the perfections of all creatures, 
which are eminently contamed in the Deity! 
How admirable were that spectacle, where 
were represented all that are or have been plea- 
sant or admirable in the world! If one were 
placed, where he might behold the seven won- 
ders of the world, the sumptuous banquets 
made by Ahasuerus, the rare shows exhibited 
by the Rorans;* the wealth of Cresus, the As- 
syrian and Roman monarchs, and all these 
jointly together, who would not be transported 
with joy and wonder at so admirable a sight? 
But more ‘happy were he upon'whom all these 
were’ bestowed, together with a thousand years 


S 


i] 


. 


194 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


of life, wherein to enjoy them; yet al! these 
were nothing in respect of the beatifical vision 
of Gop, in whom those and all the perfections, 
that either are or have been, or possibly can 
be, are contained; whatever else is great and 
delightful in the world, together with all the 
pleasure and perfeetions that all the men of the 
world have obtained, or shall obtain to the 
world’s end; all the wisdom of Solomon, all the 
sciences of Plato and Aristotle, all the strength 
of Aristomenes and Milo, all the beauty of 
Paris and Adonis, if they should give all these 
to one person, it would have no comparison, 
and would seem a loathsome thing, being com- 
pared only to the delight which will be enjoyed | 
in seeing Gop for all eternity, because in him 
will be seen a theatre of bliss and greatness, 
wherein are comprised as in one the greatness 
of all (creatures. In him will be found all the 
riches of gold, the delightfulness of the mea- 
dows, the brightness of the sun, the pleasant- 


ness of musick, the beauty of the heavens, the 
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comfortable smell of amber, the contentedness 
of all the senses, and all that can be either ad- 
mired or enjoyed. 

To this may be added, that this inestimable 
joy of the vision of Gop, is to be multiplied 
into innumerable other joys, into as many as 
there are blessed spirits and souls, which shal! 
enjoy the sight of Gop; in regard every one is 
to have’a particular contentment of the bliss of 
every one; and because the blessed spirits and 
souls are innumerable, the joys likewise of 
every one will be innumerable :, for as every 
saint shall love another equally as himself, so 
he shall receive equal joy from his happiness to 
that of his own: and if he shall rejoice in the 
happiness of those equal unto himself, how 
much shall he rejoice in the happiness of Gop, 
whom he loves better than himself? 

Let us therefore rejoice, who are Christians, 
unto whom so great blessings are promised ; let 
us rejoice that Heaven was made for us, and 
det this hope banish all sadness from our hearts; 

$2 
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let those grieve and be. melancholy who have 
no hope of Heaven, and not we, unto whom 
Curisr hath promised the blessedness of his 
glory; let this hope comfort us; this joy’ refresh 
us; and let us now begin to enjoy that here, 


which we are ever hereafter to possess, for 


_ hope is an anticipation of joy; upon this we 


ought to place all our thoughts, turning our _ 
eyes from all the goods and delights of the 
earth: from hence I will shut up the windows 
of my senses; the things of the earth seeming 
unto me unworthy to be looked upon, after the 
contemplation of the heavenly, in the hope 
whereof I will only rejoice. O Father of Light 
grant me the light of thy glory, that one day I 
may clearly see that which I now believe by the 
light of faith. O Eternal Word, bestow thyself 
upon me, that I may possess in Heaven, that 
which I see by hope upon earth. O Holy Ghost, 
make me partaker of thine infinite beauty ; to the 
exnd I may one day enjoy that which I now em- 
brace by charity. Lord, I am wholly thine, be 
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thou whelly mine; thou art my eternity, thou 
art my salvation and hope; grant Lord that I 
may praise thee everlastingly : I desire nothing in 
Eleaven or earth but thyself, for thou art the God 
of my heart, and the only part which I pretend 


unto in the eternity of eternitics, 
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CHAP. V. 


The Excellency and Happiness of the Souls and 
Bodies of the Just in the Life Eternal. 


W un the Hebrews would express a blessed 
person, they did not call him blessed in the 
singular, but blessings in the abstract and plu- 
ral; and so in the first Psalm, in the place of 
Beatus, the Hebrews say Beatitudes ; and cer- 
tainly with much reason, since the blessed 
enjoy as many blessings, as they have powers 
or senses: blessings in their understanding, 
will, and memory; blessings in their sight, 
hearing, smell, taste, and touch: the under- 
standing shall live there with a clear and su- 
preme wisdom ; the will with an inflamed love ; 
the memory with an eternal representation of 


the good which is past; the senses with a con- 
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tinual delectation in their objects; finaily, all 
that is man shall live in a perpetual joy, com- 
fort, and blessedness. ab | 

And to begin with the life and joy of the 
understanding ; the blessed, besides’ that su- 
preme and clear knowledge of the Creator, shall 
know the divine mysteries, the secrets of Pro- 
- vidence, the frame and making of the world, 
the whole artifice of Nature, the motions of 
the stars, the properties of the planets, and of 
all created entities, all which they shall not only 
know jointly and in mass, but clearly and dis- 
tinetly without confusion; this shall be the life 
of the understanding, which shall feast itself 
with so high and certain truths: the-knowledge 
of the greatest wise men and philosophers of 
the world even in things natural, is full of igno- 
rance and deceit, because they know not the 
substance of things but through the shell of 
accidents ; so as the most simple peasant ar- 
riving at the height of glory, shall. be reple- 


nished with a knowledge, in respect of whieh, 
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the wisdom of Solomon and Aristotle were but 
ignorance and barbarism. 

What contert were it to behold all the wise 
men of the world, and the principal inventers 
and masters of sciences and faculties, met toge- 
ther in one room, Adam, Abraham, Moses, So- 
lomon, Zoroastres, Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, 
Pythagoras, Homer, Trismegistus, Solon, Ly-- 
curgus, Hypocrates, Euclides, Archimedes, and 
all the Doctors of the church! How venerable 
were this juncto! How admirable this assem- 
bly! And what journeys would men take to be- 
hold them! If then to see such imperfect 
scraps of knowledge divided amongst so many 
men, would cause so great admiration, what 
shall be the joy of the blessed, when each par- 
ticular person shall see his own understanding 
furnished with that true and perfect wisdom, 
ahélmit all theirs is but a shadow! Who can 
express the joy they shall receive by the know- 
ledge of so many truths! What contentment 


would it be to one, if at once they should shew 
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unto him, whatever there is, and what is done 
in the whole earth! The fair building, the fruit- 
trees of so great diversity, all living creatures 
of so great variety, all the birds and fishes, 
the metals .so rich, all people and nations far- 
thest remote! Certainly it would be a sight of 
wonderful satisfaction. But what will it be to 
see all this, whatsoever there is in the earth, 
together with all that there is in Heaven, and 
above Heaven! Some philosophers in the dis- 
covery of a natural truth, or the invention of 
some rare curiosity, have been transported with 
a greater joy and content than their senses 
were capable of; for this Aristotle spent so 
many sleepless nights; for this Pythagoras tra- 
velled into so many strange nations; for this 
Cartes deprived himself of all his wealth; and 
Archimedes never removed his thoughts night 
nor day from the inquisition of some mathema- 
tical demonstration : he spent many days in 
finding out by his mathematical riches, how 
much gold would serve to gild a crown of 


silver ; and having found it, he fetched divers 
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skips, and cried out, I have found it, I have 
found it: if then the finding out of so mean a 
truth, could so transport this great artist ; 
what joy shall the saints receive, when Gop 
shall discover unto them those high secrets, 
and above all, that sublime mystery of the 
Trinity of Persons in the Unity of Essence! 
The blessed shall receive more knowledge in 
one instant, than the wise of the world have 
obtained with all their watchings, travels and 
experiences. Aristotle for the great love he 
bore to knowledge, held, that the chief felicity 
of man consisted in contemplation: if he found 
so great a joy in natural speculation, what shall. 
we find in divine, and the clear vision of Gop ? 
As the understanding shall be applied to the 
prime truth, which is Gop himself; so shall 
the beatified will be inseparably joined to the 
essence of the Divine Goodness; there shall the 
memory also live, representing unto us the 
Divine Benefits, and rendering eternal thanks 
unto the Author of all; the soul rejoicing in 


its own happiness, to have received so great 
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mercies for so small merits; and remembering 
the dangers from which it hath been freed by 
Divine Favour, it shall sing that verse in the 
Psalm, The snare is broken, and we are delivered: 
the remembrance of the acts of virtue and good 
works, shall be a particular joy unto the bles- 
sed, both in respect they were a means of our 
happiness, as also of pleasing so gracious and 
good a Lord. | 

In Heaven we shall not only joy in the me- 
mory of those things, wherein we haye pleased 
Gop in complying with his holy will, and in 
ordering and disposing our life in his service, 


but in the troubles also and dangers we have 


past: the memory of death is bitter to those © 


who are to die; but unto the just, who have 


already past it, and are secure in Heaven, no- 


thing can be more pleasant, who now to their’ 


unspeakable joy, know themselves to be free 
from death, infirmity, and danger. 

There also shall live the will; rejoicing to see 
all its desires accomplished, with the abundance 


and sweet society of so many felicities ; being 
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necessitated to love so admirable a beauty, as 
the soul enjoys and possesses in Gop AL- 
MIGHTY: love makes all things sweet ; and as 
it is a torment to be separated from what one 
loves, so it is a great joy and felicity to remain 
with the beloved; and therefore the blessed, 
loving Gop more than themselves, how un- 
speakable a comfort must it be to enjoy Gop, 
and the society of those whom they so much 
affect! The love of the mother makes her de- 
light more in the sight of her own son, though 
foul and of worse conditions than that of his 
neighbours: the love then of the saints one 
towards another, being greater than that of 
mothers to their children ; and every one of 
them being so perfect and worthy to be be- 
loved, and every one enjoying the sight of the 
‘same Gop, how comfortable must be their con- 
versation! Seneca said, That the possession of 
what good soever was not pleasing without a 


partner : the possession then of the chief good, 


must be much more delightful with the society | _ 


of such excellent companions, Hf a man were 


Oa Aerie lit 
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to remain alone for many years in some beauti- 


ful palace, it would not please him so well as a- 


desert with company ; but the city of Gop is full 
of most noble citizens, who are all sharers of tlie 
same blessedness. ‘This conversation also being 
with wise and holy personages, shall much in- 
crease their joy; for if one of the greatest 
troubles of human life, be to suffer the ill con- 
ditions, follies, and impertinences of rude and 
ill-bred people; and the greatest content to 
converse with sweet, pious, and learned friends; 
what shall that divine conversation be in Hea- 
ven, where there 1s none ill conditioned, none 
impious, none froward, but all peace, piety, 
love, and sweetness ? Every one shall then re- 
joice, as much in the felicity of another, as in 
his own ineffable joy; and shall possess as 
many joys as he shall find companions; there 
are all things which are necessary or delightful; 
all riches, ease, and comfort; where GoD is 
nothing is wanting ; all there know Gop with- 
out error, behold him without end, praise him 
without weariness, love him without tedious- 


4h 
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ness, and in this love repose themselves iit 
Gop; besides all this, the security, which the 
will shall have in the eternal possession of this 
felicity, is an unspeakable joy. The fear that 
the good things which we enjoy, are to end, or 
at least may end, mingles wormwood with our 
joys; and pleasures do not relish, where there 
is danger: but this celestial happiness being 
eternal, neither shall nor can end, diminish or 
be endangered, but with this security adds a 
new joy unto those others of the saints. 

Besides the powers of the soul, the senses 
also shall live, nourished with the food of most 
proportionable and delightfal objects ; the eyes 
shall ever be recreated with the light of the 
most glorious and beautiful bodies of the saints; 
one sun suffices to chear up the whole world; 
what joy then shall one of the blessed conceive 
in beholding as many suns as there are saints ; 
and in seeing himself one of them ? 

But above all, with what content and admi- 
ration shall we behold the glorious body of 


CHRIST our Redeemer, in comparison of whose 
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splendor, that of all the saints shall be asa 
darkness, from whose wounds shall issue forth 
“rays of a particular brightness! Besides all 
this, the glory and greatness of the empyreal 
Heaven, and the lustre of that celestial city, 
shall infinitely delight the blessed citizens; the 
ears shall be filled with most harmonious mu- 
sick, as may be gathered from many places of 
the Scripture. If the harp of David delighted 
Saul so much, as it asswaged the fury of his 
passions, cast forth devils, and freed him of that 
melancholy, whereof the wicked spirit made 
use; and that the lyre of Orpheus wrought such 
wonders both with men and beasts; what shall 
the harmony of Heaven do? What delight will 
it then be, not only to hear the voice of one 
instrument, played upon by an angel, but all 
the voices of thousands of angels, together 
with the admirable melody of musical instru- 
ments! What sweetness will it be to hear so 
many heavenly musicians, those millions of 
angels, which will be sounding forth their hal- 
lelujahs unto thé great Gop of Heaven and 
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earth! O how I desire to be freed from this 
body, that I might hear and enjoy it! Happy 
were I, and for ever happy, if after death I 
might hear the melody of those hymns and hal- 
lelujahs which the citizens of that celestial ha- 
bitation, and the squadrons of those blessed 
spirits sing in praise of the Eternal King: this 
is that sweet musick which St. John heard in 
the Apocalypse, when the inhabitants of Heaven 
sung, Let all the world bless thee, O Lord; to 
thee be given all honour and dominion for a world 
of worlds. Amen. 

The smell shall be feasted with the odour 
which issues from those beautiful bodies, more 
sweet than musk or amber; and from the whole 
Heaven, more fragrant than jassamines or roses. 

The taste also in that blessed country shall 
not want the delight of its proper object: for 
although the saints shall not there feed, which 
were to necessitate that happy state unto some- 
thing besides itself; yet they shall have the 
delight of meat, without the trouble of eating, 


by reason of the great delicacy of this celestial 
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taste. The glory of the saints is often signified 
in Holy Scripture, under the name of a supper, 
banquet, manna; it cannot be expressed how 
great shall be the delight and sweetness of 
taste, which eternally shall be found in Heaven. 
If Esau sold his birth-right for a dish of lentile 
pottage, well may we mortify our taste here 
upon earth, that we may enjoy that perfect and 
incomparable one in Heaven. 

The touch also shall there receive a most de- 
lightful entertainment; all they tread upon 

shall seem unto the just to be flowers; and the 
- whole dispositions of their bodies shall be or- 
dered with a most exquisite temperature: for 
as the torments of the damned in Hell, are 
most expressed in that sense; so the bodies of 
the blessed in Heaven shall in that sense re- 
ceive a special joy and refreshment: and as 
the heat of that infernal fire, without light, is 
to penetrate even to the entrails of those mise- 
rable persons; so the brightness of the celestial 
light is to penetrate the bodies ef the blessed, 
and fill them with an incomparable delight and 

T3 


210 .  CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


swectness, all and every part of the body in 
general and particular, shall be sensible of a 
most admirable pleasure and content. 

The humanity of Curist our Redeemer is 
to be the chief and principal joy of all the 
sense; and therefore as the intellectual know- 
ledge of the divinity of CuRIsT is the joy and 
essential reward of the soul; so the sensitive 
knowledge of the humanity of CuRisT is the 
chief and essential joy of the senses, and the 
utmost end and felicity whereunto they can 
aspire; this it seems was meant by our Saviour 
in St. John, where speaking unto the Father, 
he said, This is life eternal, that is, cospadial 
blessedness, that they know thee the only true 
God (in which is included the essential glory of 
the soul) and him whom thou hast sent, Jesus 
Christ, in which is included the essential bles- 
sedness of the senses. 

It is also much to be observed, that the 
blessed souls shall be crowned with some parti- 
cular joys, which the very angels are not ca- 


-pable of; for they only shall receive the crown 
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of martyrdom, since no angel can have the 
glory to have shed his blood and. died for 
CHRIST; neither to have overcome the flesh, 
and by combate and wrestlings subjected it 
unto reason. Men shall have the glory of their 
bodies, and joy of their senses, which the 
angels cannot; for as they want the one joy of 
the spirit, which is the flesh; so they must 
want the glory of the victory: neither shall 
they have this great joy of mankind, in, being 
redeemed by CuRisT from sin, and from as 
many damnations into Hell, as they have com- 
mitted sins; and to see themselves now freed 
and secure from that horrid evil, and so many 
enemies of the soul, which they. had, which 
| must needs produce a most unspeakable joy. 
The souls of the blessed shall not only be 
glorious, but their very bodies shall be filled 
with glory, and invested with a light seven 
times brighter than that of the sun; for al- 
though it be said in the Gospel, That the just 
shall. shine as the sun; yet Isaiah the Prophet 


says, That the sun in those days shall shine seven 
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times more than it now doth. ‘This light being 
the most beautiful and excellent of corporeal 
qualities shall cloath the just as with a garment 
of most exceeding lustre and glory. What Em- 
peror was ever clad in sucha purple? What 
human majesty ever cast forth beams of such 
splendor ? 

Herod upon the day of his greatest magnifi- 
cence, could only cloath himself in a robe of 
silver, admirably wrought, which did not shine 
of itself, but by reflexion of the sun-beams, 
which then in his rising cast his rays upon it; 
and yet this little glittering was sufficient to 
make the people to salute him as a God: what 
admiration shall it then cause to behold the 
glorious body of a saint, not cloathed in gold 
and purple, ' not adorned with diamonds or 
rubies, but more resplendent than the sun it- 
self! Put all the brightest diamonds together, 
all the fairest rubies, all the most beautiful 
carbuncles, let an imperial robe be embroidered 
with them all; all this will be no more than as 


coals in respect of a glorious body ; which shall 
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be all transparent, bright and resplendent, far 
more, than if it were set with diamonds: the 
garments which we wear here, how rich scever, 
are rather an affront and disgrace unto us, than 
an ornament; since they argue an imperfection 
and a necessity of our bodies, which we are 
forced to supply with something of another na- 
ture ; besides, our cloaths were given as a mark 
of Adam’s fall in Paradise, and we wear them as 
a penance injoyned for his sin: what fool is so 
sottish as to bestow precious trimming upon a 
penitential garment 2 

But such are not the ornaments of the saints 
in Heaven; their lustre is their own, not bor- 
rowed from their garments, but within them- 
selves; each part of them being more transpa- 
rent than crystal, and brighter than the sun. 
It is recounted in the Apocalypse, as a great 
wonder, That a woman was seen cloathed with 
the sun, and crowned with twelve stars: this in- 
deed was far more glorious than any ornament 
upon earth; yet this is short of the ornament 


of the saints, whose lustre is proper to them- 
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selves, intrinsically their own; not taken and 
borrowed from something without them, as was 
that of the woman’s. The state and majesty 
with which this gift of splendor shall adorn the 
saints, shall be incomparably greater than that 
of the mightiest Kings. It were a great ma- 
jesty in a Prince, when he issues forth of his 
palace by night, to be attended by a thousand 
pages, each having a lighted torch; but were 
‘those torches stars, it were nothing to the state 
and glory of a saint in Heaven, who carries 
with him a light equal to that of the sun seven 
times doubled; and what greater glory, than 
not to need the sun which the whole world 
needs? Where the just is, there shall be no 
night; for wheresoever he goes, he carries the 
day along with him. St. Paul, beholding the 
gift of charity in the humanity of CurisT, re- 
mained for some days without sense or motion. 
St. John, only beholding it in the face of our 
Saviour, fell down as if dead, his mortal eyes 
being not able to endure the lustre of so great 


amajesty. St. Peter, because he saw something 
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of it in the transfiguration of CHRIST, was so 
transported with the glory of the place, that he 
had a desire to have continued there for ever. 
What sight more glorious than to behold so 
many saints, like so many suns to shine with so 
incomparable lustre and beauty ! 

What light then will that of Heaven be, pro- 
ceeding from so many lights; or to speak more 
properly, from so many suns! Uow great then 
shall the clarity of that holy city be, where 
many suns do inhabit! And if by the sight of 
every one in particular, their joy shall be more 
augmented, by the sight of a number, without 
number: what measure can that joy have, 
which results from so beautiful a spectacle ! 

The bodies of the saints, endowed with this 
light, which they receive from the gift of cla- 
rity, are impassible, and cannot suffer from any 


thing ; 


g; they have an agility to move from place 


to place with speed and subtilty like light; to 
have their way free and pervious through all 
places, and can penetrate wheresoever they 


/ 


please. 
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By this gift of impassibility their bodies are 
freed from all miseries, which our bodies now 
suffer, the cold of winter, the heat of summer, 
infirmities, griefs, tears, and the necessity of 
eating, which one necessity includes many 
others: let us but consider what cares and 
troubles men undergo only to sustain their lives: 
the labourer spends his days, in plowing, sow- 
ing and reaping; the shepherd suffers cold and 
heat in watching of his flock : what dangers are 
past in all estates, only to be sure to eat! from 
all which the gift of impassibility exempts the 
just. The care of cloathing troubles us little 
less than that of feeding ; and that of preserving 
the health much more: for as our necessities 
are doubly increased by sickness, so are our 
cares 3 from all which he who is impassible is 
- free; and not only from the grief and pain of 
this life, but if he should enter into Hell, it 
would not burn one hair of him: the gift of agi- 
lity is most great ; which easily appears by the 
troubles and inconveniences of a long journey, 


which (howsoever we are accommodated) is not 


nd 
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performed without much weariness, and often- 
times with danger both of health and life. A 
King, though he pass in a coach or litter, after 
the most easy and commodious way of travel- 
ling, must pass over rocks, hills, and rivers, 
and spend much time; but with the gift of 
agility, the glorious bodies of the saints, in the 
twinkling of an eye, can traverse all the hea- 
vens, visit the earth, return unto the sun and 
firmament, and observe what is above the stars 
in the empyreal heaven. To this noble gift of 
"agility shall be annexed that of subtlety, by 
which their glorious bodies shall have their 
way free and pervious through all places ; no 
impediment shall obstruct their motion; there 
shall be no enclosure or prison to them: they 
shall with greater ease pass through the middle 
of a rock, than an arrow through the air. 
CuRIST shewed the subtilty of his glorious 
body, while he issued out of his tomb, not open- 
ing it; and entered into the hall where the 
apostles were, the gates being shut. 

Finally, the servants of CuRisT shall be 


U 
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there so replenished with all goods, both of 
soul and body, that there shall be ‘nothing 
more for them to desire. What wouldest thou 
then, my body 2 What is it thou desirest, my 
soul? In Heaven you shall find all you desire : 
if you are pleased with beauty, there the just 
shine as the sun; if you are pleased with any 
delight, there is not orily one, but a sea of 
pleasures, which Gop keeps in store for the 
blessed, wherewith it shall quench their thirst. 
1 will then from henceforth raise my desires 
unto that place, where only they can be ac- 
complished: JI will not be ambitious after 
things of the earth, which cannot satisfy me, 
but I will look after those in Heaven, which-are 
only great, only eternal, and can only fill the 
capacity of my heart. | 

What an advantageous bargain would it be, 
if one could buy a kingdom for a straw? Yet 
so it is; for that which is no more than a straw 
we may purchase the Kingdom of Heaven. Cer_ 
tainly all the felicity, riches, and earthly de- 


lights are no more than a straw, compared with 
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the glory of Heaven: how foolish would he be, 
who having a basket full of chips would not 
give one of them for an hundred weight of gold! 
This is the vanity of man, who for earthly goods 
will not receive those of Heaven. 

if men undergo and suffer such hazards for a 
kingdom which is momentary, and that not for 
themselves, but for another; what ought we 
to do for those eternal riches which are to be 
our own, and for the Kingdom of Heaven, 
_ wherein we expect such immense honours, 
riches, and pleasures? Let us take courage, 
it is the Kingdom of Heaven we hope for, joys, 
riches, and honours eternal; are those which 
are promised us. What pity is it that for some 
short pleasure we should lose joys so great and 
eternal! Because we will not bear some slight 
injury here, should be deprived of celestial 
honour there! For not restoring what we have 
unjustly taken, should forfeit the:divine riches 
of Heaven! That which the world offers in 
her best pleasures, is but shells, offals, and 
parings; but that whereunto Gop invites, is a 


U2 


POO an 
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full table; for which reason it is called im 
Scripture the great supper, not a dinner; be- 
cause after dinner, we use to rise and go about 
other occasions and employments; but after 
supper there are no more labours, all is rest 
and ~repose. The principal dish, which is 
served in at this great supper, is the clear vi- 
sion of Gop, and all his divine perfections ; 
after that a thousand joys of the soul in all its 
powers and faculties; thena thousand pleasures 
of the senses, with all the endowments of a 
glorified body: those latter are as it were the de- 
sert of this divine banquet; and ifthe desert be 
such, what shall be the substance of the feast 2 

My Lord, my God, when shall I see the day, 
the happy day, in which I shall come and appear 
in thy heavenly mansion, to eat and drink wiih 
thee in thy kingdom, aud to sit at thy table, 
there to behold the majesty of thy glory, which is 
the only ohject of my eternal bliss! O thou ren 
splendent Star of the East, let thy eternal light 
shine in the horizon of my soul; then all these 


thick vapours of terrene affections will be dis- 
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persed: Lord, I have placed all my hopes in 
eternity ; I find no more rest here in these short 
moments, than the dove of the deluge did upon 
‘the waters. O God, thou art my eternal felicity ; 
to thee be glory, honour, and phanleatelte for 


ever, for evermore. Amen. 


ae 
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CHAP. VI. 


Consideration of Eternal Evils, and of the 
miserable State of the Damned. 


"Tue. evils of Hell are truly evils, and so 
purely such, that they have no mixture of good ;. 
in that place of unhappiness all is eternal sor-. 
row and complaint ; there is no reom for com- 
fort, there shall not be the least good which 
may give ease; nor shall there want a concourse 
of all evils, which may add affliction ; no good 
is to be found there, where all goods are want- 
ing; neither can there be want of any evil, 
where all evils whatsoever are to be found; 
and by the want of all good, and the collection 
of all evils, every evil is augmented. In the 
creation of the world, Gob gave a praise to 


every nature, saying,*lé was good; but when. 
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all were created and joined together, he said, 
they were very good: because the conjunction 
of many goods, advances the good of each par- 
ticular; and in the same manner the conjunc- 
tion of many evils, makes them all worse; 
what then shall Heaven be, where there is a 
concourse of all goods, and no evils? And what 
Hell, where there are all evils, and no good 2 
Certainly the one must be exceeding good, and 
the other exceeding evil. In Hell there is the 
pain of loss, and that so rigorous, that in de- 
priving the damned soul of only one thing, they 
take from him all good things ; for they deprive 
him of Gop, in whom they are all comprised ; 
he who is condemned by human laws to the 
loss of his goods, may, if he live, gain others, 
at least in another kingdom, if he fly thither; 
but he who is deprived of GoD, where shall he 
find another Gop? And who can fly from Hell? 
GoD is the greatest good, and it is therefore 
the greatest evil to be deprived of him, because 
evil is the privation of good; and that is to be 


esteemed the greatest evil, which is a privation 


924 CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


of the greatest good, which is Gop; and must 
certainly therefore cause more grief and re- 
sentment in the damned, than all the punish- 
ments and torments of Hell besides: and in re- 
gard there is in Hell an eternal privation of 
Gop, who is the chief good; the pains of 
loss, whereby one is deprived for ever of 
the greatest of all goods, this privation will 
cause the greatest pain and torment. If the 
burning of a hand cause an insufferable pain, 
if a bone displaced or out of joint, causeth in- 
tolerable grief, how shall he be tormented, and 
what pain shall he suffer, who is eternally se- 
parated from Gop, who is the chief end for 
which man was created? I dare confidently 
say, the loss of Heaven, and the omission of 
glory is far more bitter, than all those pains 
which are to be suffered in Hell. And this is 
such a loss, that the sinner shall be deprived 
even of the hope of what is good, and shall be 


left, for ever, in that profound poverty and 


% necessity, without expectation of remedy or re- 


~ lief; and what greater want can any one have, 
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than to want all things, and even hope of ob- 
taining any thing? We are amazed at the po- 
verty of holy Job, who, from a prince and a 
rich man, came to lye upon a dunghill, having 
nothing left but a piece of a broken pot to 
scrape away the putrefaction from his sores ; 
but even this shall fail the damned, who would 
take it for a great regale, to have a dunghill 
for their bed, instead of the burning coals of 
that eternal fire. The rich glutton in the Gos- 
pel, accustomed to drink in cups of crystal, to 
eat in silver, and to be cloathed in silks, and 
curious linen, can tell us how far this infernal 
poverty extends, when he demanded not wines 
of Cadiz, but a little cold water, and. that not 
in cups of gold, or crystal, but upon the fin- 
ger’s end of a leper; this rich glutton came to 
such an extremity, that he would esteem it a 
great felicity, that they would give him one 
drop of water, although it was from the filthy 
and loathsome finger of a leper; and yet this 
was also wanting to him. Let the rich of the 


world see to what poverty they are like to 
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come; if they trust in their riches, let thent 
know they shall be condemned to the loss of 
all which is good; let them reflect upon him 
who was accustomed to be cloathed in precious 
garments, to tread upon carpets, to sleep upon 
down, to dwell in spacious palaces, now naked, 
thrown upon burning coals, and packed up in 
some narrow corner of that infernal dungeon. 

And this poverty or want of all good of the 
damned, is accompanied with a most oppro- 
bribts infamy and dishonour, when by publick 
sentence they shall be deprived, for their enor- 
mous offences, of eternal glory, and repre- 
hended in the presence of saints and angels, by 
the Lorp of Heaven and Earth. A most into- 
lerable thing is Hell, and most horrible are the 
torments; yet if one should place a thousand 
Hells before me, nothing could be so horrible 
unto me, as to be excluded from the honour of 
glory, to be hated of Curist, and to hear 
from him these words, I know you not. 

This infamy we may in some sort declare 


under the example of a mighty King, who hay- 
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ing no heir to succeed him in his kingdom, 
took up a beautiful boy at the church-door, and 
nourished him as his son, and in his testament 
commanded, that if at ripe years his conditions 
were virtuous and suitable to his calling, he 
should be received as lawful King, and seated 
in his royal throne; but if he proved vicious: 
and unfit for government, they should punish 
him with jnfamy, and send him to the gallies ; 
the kingdom obeyed his command, provided 
him excellent tutors, but he became so unto- 
ward and ill imclined, that he would learn no- 
thing, flung away his books, spent his time 
amongst other boys, in making houses of dirt, 
and other fooleries; for which his governours 
chastised him, ‘and advised him of what was 
fitting, and most imported him; but all did no 
good, only when they reprehended him he 
would weep; not because he repented, but be- 
cause they hindered his sport; and the next 
day did the same. The more he grew in age, 
the worse he became; and although they in- 


formed him of the King’s testament, and what 
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behoved him, all was to no purpose; until at 
last, all being weary of his ill conditions, de- 
clared him unworthy to reign, despoiled him of 
his royal ornaments, and condemned him with 
infamy unto the gallies: what greater ignominy 
can there be than this, to lose a kingdom, and 
to be made a gally-slave? 

More ignominious, and a more lamentable 
tragedy, is that of a Christian condemned to 
Hell - who was taken by Gop from the gates of 
death, adopted his son with condition, that if 
he kept his commandment, he should reign in 
Heaven; and if not he should be condemned to 
Hell: yet he forgetting those obligations with- 
out respect of his tutors or masters, who ex- 
horted him both by their doctrine and example, 
what was fitting for a child of Gop: but he 
neither moved by their advice, nor the chastise+ 
ments of Heaven, by which Gop overthrew his 
vain intentions, and thwarted his unlawful plea- 
sures, only lamented his temporal losses, and 
not his offences; and at the time of his death 


was sentenced to be deprived of the Kingdom 
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of Heaven, and precipitated into Hell: what 
infamy can be greater than this of the damned 
soul ? | 

If it be a great infamy to suffer death by 
human justice, for some crimes committed, how ; 
great an infamy will it be to be condemned by 
divine justice, for a traytor, and. perfidious 
rebel to Gop? Besides this bitterness of pains, 
the damned persons will be eternally branded 
with the infamy of their offences; so that they 
shall be scorned and scoffed at by the devils 
themselves; men and angels. shall detest them, 
as infamous and wicked traytors to their King, 
Gop, and Redeemer : and as fugitive slaves are’ 
marked and cauterized with burning irons; so 
this infamy, by some mark of ugliness and de- 
- formity, shall be stamped upon their faces and 
bodies ;* so ignominious shall be the body of a 
sinner, that when his soul returns to enter it, 


it shall be amazed to behold. it so terrible; and 


* Isa. chap. xill. | 


x 
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shall wish it were rather in the same state as 
when it was half eaten up with worms. - 

And that which adds misery to their cala- 
mity, they shall be banished from Heaven, and 
made prisoners in the profound bowels of the 
earth; a place most remote from Heaven, and 
the most calamitous of all others, where they 
shall neither see the sun by day, nor the stars 
by night; where all shall be horror and dark- 
ness, a land covered with the obscurity of death, 
a land of sulphur and burning pitch, a land of 
pestilence and corruption: into this land of 
punishment and torments shall be banished the 
enemies of Gop. 

What a grief will it be to see themselves de- 
prived of the palaces of Heaven, the society of 
saints, and that happy country of the living, 
where all is peace, charity, and joy; where all 
shines, all pleases, and all parts resound with 
hallelujahs! If the damned had no other pu- 
nishment, than to see themselves banished 
amongst devils, into a place not far distant from 


Heaven, sad as night, without the sight or com- 
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fort of sun or moon for all eternity, it were a 
torment insufferable. 

it was a great tyranny in Alewander, after he 
had cut off the nose, ears, and lips of Calisthenes, 
to cast so worthy a person into a dungeon, only | 
accompanied with a dog*; a spectacle indeed 
lamentable, to see so discreet a man used like 
a brute, and not have the company of one who 
might comfort him; but the damned would 
take it for a favour to have the company of 
dogs or lions, rather than that of their own pa 
rents. | 

The tyrants of Japonia invented a strange 
torment for those who confessed Curist; they 
hung them with their heads downwards, half 
their bodies into: a hole digged in the earth, 
which they filled with snakes, lizards, and other 
poisonous vermin; but even those were better 
companions, than those infernal dragons of the 
pit of Hell; whereunto not half, but the whole 


body of the miserable sinner shall be plunged. 


* Senec. Suidas. 
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‘The Romans, when they punished any one as a 
parricide, to express the heinousness of the fact, 
shut him up in a sack with a serpent, an ape, 
and a cock. What a horror shall it be in Hell, 
when.a damned person shall be shut up with so 
many millions of devils! Here none will live 
near a pest-house, or ill neighbour ; think upon 
what neighbours there are in Hell. €ato coun- 
selled those who were to take a farm, to have a 
special care what neighbours it had. Themis- 
tocles being to sell a certain manor, caused the 
cryer to proclaim, that he had good neighbours. 
Wow comes one then to purchase Hell at so 
dear a rate, as the price of his soul, having 
such cursed neighbours, where all will abhor 
him? Their disquictness and ranting will be 
insufferable ; and the very sight and ugliness of 
them will affright and astonish him. 

How grievous is the banishment into that 
place, where none wishes well unto another! 
-where the fathers hate their sons, and the sons 
‘abhor their fathers! Where the the son’shatl 


say unto the father, Cursed be thou, father, for 
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all eternity ; because by an unjust inheritance, 
thou hast been the cause of my damnation: and 
the father shall answer him, Cursed be thou, son, 
for to the end I might leave thee arich inheritance, 
stuck not to gain it by unjust means. 

In other banishments, when parents or friends 
meet in a country far from home, they endea- 
vour to comfort one another ;, and even enemies 
are then reconciled: but in this banishment of 
Hell, friends abhor friends, and parents hate, 
and are hated by their children. 

To this may be added, that in this banish- 
ment of the damned, the exiles are not allowed 
the liberty of other banished persons, who, 
within the isle or region of relegation, may go 
or move whither they please; but not so, the 
damned in Hell; because the place of their 
exile is also a prison, a most horrid prison, 
wherein many millions ef souls shall for ever 
hie fettered in chains: for chains, or some- 
thing answerable unto them, shall not there be 
wanting: whereupon it is observed by the 
jearned, that the wicked spirits shall be fas-. 


x 3 
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tened to fire, or certain fiery bodies, from 
which the pains which they receive, shall be 
incredible ; being thereby deprived of their na- 
tural liberty, as it were fettered with manacles. 
and bolts, so as they are not able to remove 
from that place of misery.* It- were a great 
torment to have burning irons cast upon our 
hands and feet; but this-and much more shall 
be in Hell, where those fiery bodies, which are 
to serve instead of shackles and fetters, are to be 
of terrible forms, proportionable unto their of: 
fences; and shall with their very sight affright 
them. a | 

Besides, the bodies of the damned, after the 
final judgment past, shall be so straitened and 
crowded together in that infernal dungeon, 
that the Holy Scripture compares them to 
erapes in the wine-press, which press one ano- 
ther till they burst. Most barbarous was that 


torment inflicted upon some unfortunate: per- 


ee 


: 4 A ids 
* Aug. lib. 1. de civitat. Dei, 10, Less. de perfec. 
divin. hb, 13%. ¢. 30. 
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sons; they put certain rings of iron, stuck full 
of sharp points of needles, about their arms and 
feet, in such manner as they could not move 
without pricking and wounding themselves ; 
then they compassed them about with fire, to 
the end that standing still, they might be burnt 
alive; and if they stirred, the sharp points 
pierced the flesh with more intolerable pains 
than the fire: what shall then be the torment 
of the damned, where they shall burn eternally 
without dying, and without possibility of re- 
moving from the place designed them! Where 
whatsoever they touch shall be fire and sulphur ; 
into which. their bodies at the latter day shall 
be plunged: neither shall unsavory smells, so 
proper unto prisons, be wanting in that infernal 
“dungeon : for first, that fire of sulphur, being 
pent in without vent or respiration, shall send 
forth a poisonous scent; and if a match of 
brimstone be offensive here, what shall such a 
mass of that stuff be in Hell! Secondly, the 


bodies of the damned shall be horrible of them- 
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selves, and that more or less, according to the 
quality of their sins. 

Actiolinus the tyrant (as. Paulus Jovius writes), 
had many prisons full of torments, miseries, 
and putrefaction ; insomuch as men took it for 
a happiness rather to die, than to be imprison- 
ed, because being loaden with irons, afflicted 
with hunger, and poisoned with the pestilence 
of those who died in prison, and were not suf- 
fered to be removed, they came to end in a 
slow, but most cruel death: but what were 
those prisons to that of Hell, in respect of 
which they may be esteemed as Paradise, full 
of jessamin, and lillies ! 

Whatsoever misery was suffered in Actiolinus’s 
prison, was in this regard tolerable, because it 
was of no long continuance, being to last no 
longer than-a short life, and quite vanishing 
away at the hour of death; but this prison of 
the damned is void of all comfort ; the tonmini 
thereof are intolerable, because they are eter- 


nal. Death cannot enter in there, neither cam. 
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these that are entered, get out again; but they 
shall be tormented for evermore, for evermore; 
what a fearful thing is this! they shall be tor- 
mented for evermore. 

If one were cast into some deep dungeon, . j 
without cloaths, exposed to the inclemency of 
the cold, and moisture of the place, where he 
should not see the light of Heaven; should 
have nothing to feed on, but once a day some 
little piece of hard barley bread; and that he 
were to continue there six years, without speak- 
ing, or seeing of any body; and not to sleep 
on other bed, but the cold ground; what a 
misery were this t One week of that habitation 
would appear longer than a hundred years: 
‘ yet compare this with what shall be in the ba- 
nishment and prison of Hell, and you shall find 
the miserable life of that man to be an happi- 
ness; there in all his troubles he should not 
meet with any to scoff at his misfortune; none 
to torment, and whip him; but in Hell he shalt 
find both; the devils shall not cease to deity 


whip and cruelly torment him: there*should be 
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no horrid sights, no fearful noises of howlings, 
groanings, and lamentations ; in Hell the eyes 
and ears of the damned shall never be free from 
such affrights; there should be no flames of fire 
to scorch him, in Hell they shall burn into his 
bowels ; there he might move and walk, in Hell 
not stir a foot; there he may breathe the air 
without injury, in Hell he shall suck in nothing 
but flames, putrefaction, and sulphur; there he 
might hope for coming forth, in Hell there is no 
redemption; there that little piece of hard bread 
would seem every day a dainty, but in Hell, in 
millions of years, his eyes shall not behold a 
crumb of bread, nor a drop of water ; but ‘Shall 
eternally rage with hunger and a burning thirst; 
this is to be the calamity of that land of dark-— 
ness. 

O divine Eternity, O eternal Divinity, who 
hast in thy hands the oxinematien of the earth, 
and who keepest the keys of eternal life and death; 
Fam in thy hands, as clay in the hands of the 
potter, dispose of me as thou pleasest ; I love thee 


intirely, I cannot love thee more, if I had the 
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whole universe to boot ; for all that which is out 
of thee, my God, and is not God, is as nothing 
to me: I love not Paradise itself, hut because 
thou, my God, are there beloved: I know not 
how to love the Paradise of God, but only the 
God of Paradise: and I put no less rate upon 
the Calvary, where my Saviour was crucified, 
than the Heaven, where he is glorified: O my 
God, thou art he whom f seek for ; to thee only 
it is that I aspire: yet henceforth I will not 8 
much love the eternity of God, as the God of 
eternity, though it be the same eternity, and that 
same eternity be God himself: to whom be glory, 


and honour, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CHAP. (Mii. 
Of ihe Slavery and Pains Eternal. 


fi HE slavery of the damned in Hell are such, 
that all their senses and powers of soul and 
body, are subject unto eternal pains and ‘tor- 
ments, with their touch, they are to serve that 
burning and never-consuming fire; with their 
taste, hunger and thirst ; with their’ sight, 
those horrid and monstrous shapes, which the 
devils shall assume; with their hearing, scorns 
and affronts ; with their imagination, horror ; 
with their will, loathsomness and detestation ; 
with their memory, despair ; with their under- 
standing, confusion, with such a multitude of 
other punishments, as they shall want eyes to 
weep for them. : 


‘Elian writes of Trizus the tyrant, -that he 


~ 
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commanded his subjects not to speak together ; 
and when they used signs, instead of words, he 
also forbad those ; whereupon the afflicted peo- 
ple met in the market-place, at least to weep 
for their misfortunes; but neither was that per- 
mitted: greater shall be the rigour in Hell, 
where they shall neither be suffered to speak a 
word of comfort, nor move hand or foot; nor 
ease their hearts with weeping. Jeremias the 
Prophet lamented with floods of tears, that 
Jerusalem, which was’ the queen of nations, 
should be made a slave and tributary: what 
tears are sufficient to lament the damnation of 
a! poor soul, who from an heir and prince of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, hath made himself a 
slave to the devil, and those eternal punish- 
ments in Hell, unto which he is to pay as many 
tributes as he hath senses, powers, and mem- 
bers 2 | 

As the slaves of the earth are whipt and pu- 
nished by their masters, so the slaves of Hell are 
tormented by the devils, who have power and do- 
minionover them; children, as slaves, are whip- 


Y 
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ped and chastised by their masters; so thie tor- 
mentors, making the damned as their slaves, 
lay upon them a thousand afflictions, griefs, 
and miseries: every member of their body shall 
suffer greater pain and torment, than if it were 
torn from the body ; if one cannot tell how to 
suffer a tooth-ach, head-ach, or the pain of the 
cholick, what will it be when there shall not be 
any joint, or the least part of the body,, which 
shall not cause him an intolerable pain! Not 
only the head or teeth, but also the breast, 
sides, shoulders, the back, the heart, and all 
the parts of the body, even to the very bones 
and marrow. Who can express the number and, 
greatness of their torments, since all their 
powers and senses, soul and body, are to sufler 
in a most violent manner? Besides this, every 
sense from his particular object, shall receive a 
particular punishment. 

The eyes shall not only be grieved with a 
scorching heat, but shall be tormented with 
monstrous and horrible figures: many are af- 


frighted very much passing through a church- 


THE STATE OF MAN. 243 


yard, only for fear of seeing a phantasm; in 
what a fright will be a miserable damned soul, 
which shall see so many, and of so horrid 
shapes! Their sight also shall be tormented 
with beholding the punishment of their friends 
and kindred: Zgesippus writes, that Alexander’, 
the son of Hyrcanus, resolving to punish cer- 
tain persons with exemplary rigour, caused 
eight hundred to be crucified ; and whilst they 
were yet alive, caused their wives and children 
to be murdered before their eyes; that so they 
might die not once, but many deaths. This 
rigour shall not be wanting in Hell, where fa- 
thers shall see their sons, and brothers their 
brothers tormented. The torment of the eyes 
shall be also very great, in regard that those 
‘which have given others scandal, and made 
‘others fall into sin, shall see themselves, and 
those other, in that abyss of torments. To the 
sight of those dreadful apparitions shall be 
added the horror and fearful darkness of the 
place. The darkness of Egypt was said to be 
horrible, because there the Egyptians beheld 


eB 
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fearful figures, and phantasms, which terrified 
them: in the like manner, in that infernal dark- 
ness, the eyes shall be tormented with the mon- 
trous figures of the wicked spirits, which shall 
appear much more dreadful, by reason of the 
obscurity and sadness of that eternal night. 

The hearing shall not only be afflicted by an 
intolerable pain, caused by that ever burning 
and penetrating fire, but also with the fearful and 
amazing noises of thunders, howlings, clamours, 
groans, curses and blasphemies. Sylla being 
Dictator, caused six thousand persons to be 
inclosed in the Circus, and then appointing the 
Senate to meet in a temple close by, where he 
intended to speak unto them about his own 
affairs, to strike the greater terror into them, 
and make them know he was their master, he 
gave orders, that so soon as he began his ora- 
tion, the soldiers should kill this multitude of 
people; which was effected: upon which were 
heard such lamentations, outcries, groans, 
clashing of armour, and blows of those merei- 


less homicides, that the senators could not hear 
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a word, but stood amazed with terror of so 
horrid a fact. What shall be the harmony of 
Hell, where the ears shall be deafened with the 
cries and complaints of the damned ! What con- 
fusion and horror shall it breed to hear all la- 
ment, all complain, all curse and blaspheme, 
-through the bitterness of the torments which 
they suffer ! 

But the damned shall principally be affright- 
ed, and shall quake to hear the thunder-clap of 
the wrath of Gop, which shall continually re- 
sound in their ears. Whereas the just, saith the 
Royal Prophet, shall be in the eternal memory of 
God, and shall not fear the dreadful crack of his 
wrath, — 

‘ ‘The smell shall also be tormented with a most 
pestilential odour. Horrible was that torment 
used by Mezentius, to tie a living body to a 
dead, and there to leave them, until the infec- 
tion and putrified exhalations of the dead had 


killed the living : what can be more abominable 


__ than for a living man to have his mouth laid 


close to that of a dead one, full of grubs and. 
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worms, where the living must receive all those 
pestilential vapours, breathed forth from a cor- 
rupt carcass, and suffer such loathsomness and 
abominable smell! But what is this in respect 
of Hell, when each body of the damned is more 
loathsome and unsavoury, than a million of 
dead dogs, and all those pressed and crowded 
together in so strait a compass? Boxaventure 
goes so far as to say, that if one only of the 
damned were brought into this world, it were 
sufficient to infect the whole earth. Neither 
shall the devils send forth a better smell, for 
although they are spirits, yet those fiery bodies 
unto which they are fastened and confined, shall 
be of a more pestilential savour. 

Hell is the world’s sink, and the receptacle 
of all the filth in this great frame, and withal a. 
deep dungeon, where the air hath no access: 
how great must the infection needs be of so- 
many corruptions heaped one upon. another ! 
And how insufferable the smell of that infer- 
nal brimstone, mixed with so many corrupted. 


matters! Q gulf of horror! O infernal grave ! 


THE STATE OF MAN. 247 


Without vent or breathing place! Eternal grave 
of such as die continually and cannot die, with 
what abominable filth art thou not filled ! 

What shall I then say of the tongue, which 
is the instrument of so many ways of sinning, 
flattery, lying, murmuring, and calumniating, 
gluttony, and drunkenness? Who can express 
that bitterness which the damned shall suffer, 
greater than that of aloes or wormwood? The 
Scripture tells us, the gall of dragons shall be 
their wine ; and they shall taste the poison of 
asps for all eternity, unto which shall be joined 
an intolerable thirst and dog-like hunger: con- 
formable to which David said, They shall suffer 
hunger, as dogs: famine is the most pressing of 
all necessities, and most deformed of all evils, 
plagues and wars are happinesses in respect of 
it: if thena famine of eight days be the worst of 
temporal evils, what shall that faniine be which is 
eternal? Let our epicures hear what the Son of 


Gop prophesies,* Wo unto you who are full, for 


* Luke vi. 
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you shall be an hungred, and with such a hun- 
ger as shall be eternal : hunger in this life doth 
bring men to such extremity, that not only they 
come to desire to eat dogs, cats, rats, and 
mice, but also mothers come to eat their own 
children, and men the flesh of their own arms, 
as it fell out to Zenon the Emperor. If hunger 
be so terrible a mischief in this life, how will 
it afflict the damned in the other! Without all 
doubt the damned would rather tear themselves 
in pieces, than suffer it; all the most horrible 


famine that the Scripture historians propose 


unto us are but weak pictures, to that which the ” 


damned suffer in this unfortunate residence of 
eternal miseries; neither shall thirst torment 
them less. 

The sense of touching, as it is the most ex- 
tended sense of all the rest, so it shall be the 
most tormented in that burning fire; all the 
torments which the Scripture doth exhibit to 
us, as prepared for the reprobate, seem to fall 
upon this only sense ; They shall pass, saith Job, 


from extremity of cold to intolerable heats ; whole 


‘ 
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floods of fire and brimstone, which shower 
down upon those unfortunate wretches; all 
this belongs unto the sense of touching. We 
are amazed to think of the inhumanity of Pha- 
laris, who roasted men alive in his brazen bull: 
this was a joy in respect of that fire of Hell, 
which penetrates the very entrails of the body 
without consuming them. The burning of a 
finger only does cause so great a torment’ that 
it is insufferable ; but far greater were it to 
burn the whole arm; and far greater were it 
besides the arms to burn the legs ; and far more 
violent torment would it be to burn the whole 
body. This torment is so great that it cannot 
be expressed, since it comprises as many tor- 
ments as the body of man hath joints, sinews, 
arteries, &c. and especially, being caused by 
that penetrating and real fire, of which this 
temporal fire is but a painted fire, in respect of 
that in Hell. 

Amongst all the torments which human justice 
hath invented for the punishment of crimes, 


there is none held more rigorous than that of 
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fire, by reason of. the great activity of that 
element: what shall the heat of that fire be, 
which shall be the executioner of the justice of 
the Gop of vengeance ! Whose zeal shall be in- 
flamed against the wicked; and shall kindle 
the fire, which shall eternally burn in the ex- 
tremities of Hell; such are the torments and 
miseries of Hell, that if all the trees in the 
world were put in one heap, and set on fire, I 
would rather burn there to the day of judg- 
ment, than suffer only for the space of one 
hour, that fire of Hell: what a miserable un- 
happiness will it be to burn in those flames of 
Hell not only for an hour, but till the day of 
‘judement ; yea, even for all eternity, and world 
without end! Who would not esteem it an hi- 
deous torment, if he were to be burnt alive an 
hundred times, and his torment was to last 
every time for the space of an hour; with what 
eompassionate eyes would all the world, look 
upon such a miserable wretch? Nevertheless, 
without all doubt, any of the damned in Hell 


would receive this as a great happiness to end: 
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his torments with those hundred times burning : 
for what comparison is there betwixt an hun- 
dred hours burning, with some space of time 
betwixt every hour, and to burn an hundred 
years of continual torment ? And what compa- 
rison will there be betwixt burning for an hun- 
dred years space, and to be burning without 
interruption, as long as GoD is GeD? 

Who can express the strange and horrible 
confusion which shall inhabit the appetite of 
these wretched creatures? If all the disorders 
of man’s life spring from his passions, what 
disorder must these miserable souls needs feel 
in that part, what convulsions, what rage, what 
fury! Alas! that noble passion, love, the 
queen of all the rest, the sun of life, that pas- 
sion which might have made them happy for 
eyer, if they had turned it towards Gop; that 
ainiable object being razed out of them, the 
perpetual aversion they have to love, shall eter- 
nally afflict them, the passion of hatred shall be 
outrageous in the damned, whence shall pro- 


ceed their continual blasphemies against Gop, 
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and the perpetual curses and imprecations, 
which they shall make against the creatures ; 
and if they have any desires, they shall be de- 
sirous to see all the world partaker of their 
pains ; their aversion from all good shall be as 
much tormenting, as in itself it is execrable. 
Of joy there must be ao mention made in that 
place of dolour; but contrariwise of incredible 
sadness, which shall oppress them without any 
consolation. The heat of anger shall redouble 
the heat of their flames; hope banished from 
their hearts shall leave the place void to despair, 
which shall be one of their fiercest torments. 
And though their bodies be within Hell’s bosom, 
yet shall they bear about them another Hell in 
their own bosoms. 

Consider now, my soul, whether thou art 
able to live in this devouring fire; whether 
thou wilt make choice of thy habitation in eter- 
nal flames! This fire is prepared for the devil 
and his angels, consider whether thou wilt enter 
into this cursed crew, and take part of the 


dregs of their chalice: there is no medium, either 
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thou must forsake thy sins, or else thou must 
be given up a prey to this eternal torment: I 
doubt not thou wilt make a happy choice, and, 
to escape so dangerous a gulph, cast thyself 
into the arms of Divine Mercy, which only 
admits the penitent, and say thus, 0 great God, 
who art a consuming fire, and makes the fire of 
thy Divine Justice issue from amongst the thorns, 
to burn the tallest cedars in Lebanon: lef the 
Jire, which walks before thee as executioner of thy 
justice, never depart from our memory ; may tt 
be unto us a pillar of light in the darkness of 
our errors, a lamp unto our feet, and a lanthorn 
to our ways, whereby we may discover this infernal 
galph, which is ready to swallow us up: thou, 
O Lord, who didst deliver the three children out 
of the Babylonian furnace, preserve us from those 
eternal flames, and exempt us from the burning 
ones of thy wrath; place us in the light and 
bright one of thy love, where like Pyratides and 
sacred Salamanders we shall live happy without . 
pin or torment, singing honour, praise, and bene- 
diction unto thee our God for ever and ever, Amen. 


Z 
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CHAP. VII. 
The Pains of the Powers of a Damned Soul. 


Tue imagination shall afflict those miserable 
offenders, increasing the pains of the senses, by 
the liveliness of its apprehension: .if in this 
life, the imagination is sometimes so velie- 
ment, that it hurts more than real evils; in 
the other the torment which it causes will be 
excessive. Baptista Fulgosus recounts, as an 
eye-witness, that being a judge in a_ duel, 
one of the competitors made the other fly, 
but instantly fell down dead himself, with- 
out any other cause than an imagination that 
he was hurt to death; for he neither received 
wound nor blow, neither was the sign of any 
found upon his dead body. If in this life, 
the imagination be so powerful in men, who are 


in health, as to cause a sense of pain, where 


THE STATE OF MAN. 955 


none hurts; grief, where none molests; and 
death, where none kills; what shall it -be 
in Hell, where so many devils punish and afflict’ 
with torments, preserving only life, that the 
pain of death may live eternally! And if we 
see some timorous people, with an imaginary 
fear, tremble and remain half dead, there is no 
doubt but the imagination of those miserable 
persons, joined with the horror of the place 
where they aré, will cause a thousand pains and 
torments. . 

Frame a judgment of it, by that which hap- 
- pens to such, as in this life, finding themselves 
guilty of grievous crimes, fear to fall into tem- 
poral justice: they may indeed sometimes be 
in a secure place, but never in security : they 
may be hid from the eyes of men, and be 
placed out of their reach; but never shall they 
be able to hide siciubelies from themselves, or 
escape the assault of their own consciences: 
while they wake they are tortured with fears 
and suspicions; their sleep is interrupted with 
wicked dreams : dread doth still follow them; 


V/s 
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at each one’s approach they quake with fear, 
and the furies, having seized upon them, grant 
them neither peace nor truce; their troubled 
thoughts put their hearts upon the rack. - Now, 
if the apprehension of human justice which 
hath power only over the body, gives so dread- 
ful alarms to the imagination, what will - the 
sense of the darts of Divine Justice do, which 
are so many instruments of death, and burning 
arrows shot at the damned souls 

The will shall be tormented with an eternal 
abhorring and rage against itself, against all 
creatures, and against Gop the Creator of all; 
and shall, with an intolerable sadness, anger, 
grief, and disorder of all the affections, vio- 
lently desire things impossible, and despair of 
all that is good: if joy consists in the posses- 
sion of what one loves, and pain in the want of | 
that which is desired, and being necessitated to 
what is abhorred: what greater pain and tor- 
ment, than to be ever desiring that which shall 
never be enjoyed; and ever abhorring that 


which we can never be quit of ! That which he 
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desires he shall never obtain; and what he de- 
sires not, eternally suffer: and from hence 
shall spring that raging fury which David speaks 
of; The sinner shall see, and be raging ; he shall 
gnash his teeth, and be consumed: this rage and 
madness shall be increased by the despair which 
shall be joined unto it, which must needs be 
most terrible unto the damned: foras the greatest 
evil is eased by hope; so the least is made 
grievous by despair. Hope in afflictions is sup- 
ported by two things; one is, the fruit which 
may result from suffering; the other is, the 
end and conclusion of the evil suffered: but in 
regard the despair, of the damned is of so great 
' evils, the despair itself will be a most horrible 
one. 

“Tf one suffers and reaps fruit by it, it is a 
comfort unto him, and the grief is recompensed 
by the joy of the benefit thereof; but when the 
suffering is without fruit or profit, then it comes 
to be heavy indeed ; the hope of a good harvest 
makes the labourer with chearfulness endure 
the toil of plowing and sowing ; but if he were 

Z3 
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certain to reap no profit, every pace he moved 
would be grievous and irksome unto him. 
Though in temporal afflictions this hope of re- 
compence should fail, yet the hope that they 
should sometimes cease and have an end, would 
afford some comfort and ease unto the sufferers: 
but in Hell both those are wanting; the damned 
shall never receive reward for their sufferings, 
nor shall their torments ever have an end. 

O let us consider how great a recompence 
attends the least of our sufferings here in Gop’s 
service ; and how vain and unprofitable shall 
all our sufferings be hereafter; here some few 
penitent ejaculations may gain eternal glories ; 
there the most intense pains and torments both 


in soul and body cannot deserve a drop of 


cold water, nor so much ease as to turn from 


one side to the other. In this raging despair, 
and the vain hopes of sinners, Hell is full of 
those who hoped they should never enter into 
it; and full of those who despair of getting out 
of it; they offended with a presumptuous hope 


they should not die in sin; and that proving 
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false, are fallen into eternal desperation; there 
is no hope can excuse the falling into so great 
a danger. Let us therefore secure Heaven, and 
not sin. 

The memory shall be another cruel torment 
of those miserable sinners, converting all they 
have done, good or bad, into torments: the 
good, because they have lost their reward; the 
bad, because they have deserved their punish- 
ment; the delights, also, which they have en- 
joyed, and all the happiness of this hfe, in 
which they have triumphed (seeing that for 
them they fell into this misery) shall be a sharp 
sword which shall pierce their hearts; they 
shall be full of affliction, when they shall com- 
pare the shortness of their past pleasures with 
‘the eternify of their present torment; what 
groans, what sighs, will they pour out, when 
they see that those delights which hardly lasted 
an instant, and that the pains which they suffer 
for them shall last for ages and eternities; all 
that is past appearing but as a dream: let us 


tremble at the pleasures and felicity of this 


- 
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life, since they may turn into arsnick or worm- 
wood ; the miserable wretch shall with great 
grief remember, how often he might haye 
gained Heaven, and did not, but is now tum- 
bled in Hell; and shall say unto himself, how 
many times might I have prayed, and spent that 
time in play, but now I pay for it! How many 
times ought I to have fasted, and left it to sa- 
tisfy my greedy appetite! How many times 
might I have given alms, and spent it in sin! 
How many times might I have pardoned my 
enemies; and chose rather to-be revenged! 
How many times might I have frequented the 
sacraments, and forbore them, because I would 
not quit the occasion of sinning! There never 
wanted means of serving GoD, but I never made . 
use of them, and am therefore justly paid for 
all; behold, wretched soul, that entertaining 
thyself in pleasures, thou hast for toys and 
fooleries lost Heaven! If thou wouldst, thou 
mightst have been a companion for angels; if 
thou wouldst, thou mightst have been in eternal 


joy, and thou hast left all for the pleasure of a 
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moment: O accursed and miserable creature! 
thy Redeemer courted thee with Heaven, and 
thou despisedst him for « base trifle; this was 
thy fault, and now thou sufferest for it ; and 
since thou, wouldst not be happy with God, thou 
shalt now be eternally cursed by him, and his 
angels. 

The understanding shall torment itself with 
discourses of great bitterness; discoursing of 
nothing, but what may grieve it. -Aristotle 
shall not then take delight in his wisdom, nor 
Seneca comfort himself with his philosophy ; 
Galen shall find no remedy in his physick ; nor 
the profoundest scholar in his divinity. 

Besides these miseries and calamities, in this 
power of the soul is ingendred the worm of 
‘conscience ; which is so often proposed unto us 
in Holy Scripture, as a most terrible torment, 
and greater than that of fire. Only in one 
sermon, CHRIST our Redeemer three times me- 
naces us, with that worm which gnaws the con- 
sciences, and tears in pieces the hearts of the 


dumned ; admonishing us often, that their worm 


. 


262. CONTEMPLATIONS OF 


shall never die, nor their fire be quenched. For 
as the worm, which breeds in dead flesh, or 
that which breeds in woods, eats and gnaws 
that substance of which they are ingendred ; 
so the worm which is bred from sin is in per- 
petual enmity with it, gnawing and devouring 
the heart of the sinner with raging and despe- 
rate grief; still putting him in mind, that by 
his own fault he lost that eternal glory, which 
he might so easily have obtained, and is now 
fallen into eternal torments, from whence there 
is no redemption; and certainly this resent- 
ment of the loss of Heaven shall more torment 
him than the fire of Hell: it is a Hell in Hell, 
worse than a thousand Hells. 

Certainly it were a great rigour if a father 
should be forced to be present at the execution 
of his son; but more, if he should be compelled 
to be the hangman; and yet greater, if the 
gallows should be placed before his own door, 
so that he could neither go in nor out, without 
beholding the affront ; but-far greater cruelty, if 


they should make the guilty person to execute 


THE STATE OF MAN. 263 


himself, and that by cutting his body in pieces, 
member after member, or tearing off his flesh 
with his own teeth; this is the cruelty and tor- 
ment of an evil conscience, with which a sinner 
is racked and tortured amongst those eternal 
flames, not being able to banish his faults from 
his memory, nor their punishment from his 
thoughts; the envy also which they shall bear 
towards those who have gained Heaven, by as 
small matters as they have Lost it, shall much 
add to their grief. Those who are hungry, if 
they see others, meaner than they, feed at some 
splendid and plentiful table, and cannot be ad- 
mitted themselves, become more hungry; so 
shall it fare with the damned, who shall be 
more afflicted by beholding others sometimes 
‘less than themselves enjoy that eternal happi- 
ness, which they through want of care are de- 
prived of: what lamentations shall the damned 
send forth, when they shall see that the just 
have gained the benediction of Gop, and that 
they lost it through their own neglect? | 


After all this, there shall not want in Hell 
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the pains of death, which amongst human pu- 
nishments is the greatest; that of Hell is a 
living death: the death which men give, toge- 
ther with death, take away the pain and sense 
of dying‘ but the eternal death of sinners is 
with sense, and by so much greater, as it hath 
more of life, recollecting within itself the worst 
of dying, which is to perish; and the most in- 
tolerable of life, which is to suffer pain. In 
Hell there shall be unto the miserable a death 
without death, and an end without end, for 
their death shall ever live, and their end shall 
never begin. 

_ See how the rack compels them at length to 
confess the truth. What hath pride profited us ? 
What advantage have we gotten by the vanity 
of riches? All that is past as a shadow, as a 
ship sailing on the sea under full sails, leaving 
behind her no marks of her passage; as a bird 
flying in the air, whose trace is not found; so 
have our days run by, without having any 
mark of virtue: we have spent in malice all the 


time which was liberally bestowed upon us, to 
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work out our salvation with fear. and trembling ; 
we have past the course of our age in ap- 
pearances, and in the vanities and follies of the 
world, and in an instant we are fallen into Hell; 
in this sort do those wretches, gnawn with a 
continual ‘sorrow, unprofitably repent them- 
selves, and groan under the pressure and afflic- 
tion of heart which is the Hell of their Hell. 

Even here among us, if there should be a 
condition, in which we might be sensible but 
of some part of that which death brings along 
with it, it would be esteemed a greater evil 
than death itself: who doubts, but if one after 
burial should find himself alive and sensible 
under the earth, where he could speak with no- 
body, see nothing but darkness, hear nothing 
but those who walk above him, smell nothing 
but the putrefaction of their bodies, eat nothing 
but his own flesh, nor feel any thing but the. 
earth which oppresses him, or the cold pave- 
ment of the vault where he lay; who doubts 
not, I say, but that this estate were worse than 
to be wholly dead, since life only served to 
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feel the pain of death? What sepulchre is more 
terrible than that of Hell, which is eternally 
shut upon those who are in it, where the mise- 
rable damned remain, not only under the earth, 
but under fire, having sense for nothing but to 
- feel death, darkness and pain? This death of 
Hell may be called a double death, in respect 
it contains both the death of sin, and the death 
of pain; those unfortunate wretches standing 
condemned, never to be freed from the death 
of sin, and for ever to be tormented with death 
of pain. There is no greater death than that 
of the soul, which is sin, in which the miserable 
are to continue whilst Gop is Gop, with that 
infinite evil, and that ugly. deformity which sin 
draws along with it, which is worse than to 
suffer that eternal fire, which is but the punish- 
ment of it. After sin, what pains should there 
be greater, than that of sin itself? Who trem- 
bles not with the only memory, that he is to 
die, remembring that he is to cease to be ; that 
the feet whereon he walks, are no more to bear 


him; that his hands are no more to serve him, 
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nor his eyes to see? Why then do: we. not 
tremble at the thought of Hell, in respect of 
which the first death is no punishment, but a 
reward and happiness, there being no damned 
in Hell, but would take that death, which we 
here inflict for offences, as an ease of his pains? 
They shall desire death, and death shall fly 
from. them ; for unto all their evils and miseries, 
this, as the greatest is adjoined, that neither 
they nor it shall ever die. This circumstance 
of being eternal doth much augment the tor- 
ments of Hell. Let us suppose, that one had 
but a gnat that should sting his right hand, 
and a wasp at the left, and that one foot should 
be pricked with a thorn, and the other with a 
pin; if this only were to last for ever, it would 
be an intolerable pain. What will it then be, | 
when hands, feet, arms, head, and all the mem- 
bers are to burn for all eternity! They shall 
/ always burn, but never be consumed ; they shall 
seek for death in the flames, but shall not find 
it; therefore justly doth one cry out, O wo 
eternal, that never shall have end! O end without 
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end! O death more grievous than all death, ai- 
ways to die, and never to be quite dead. 

The torments in Hell are so many in number, 
that they cannot be numbered; so long in con- 
tinuance, that they cannot be measured; so 
grievous for quality, that they cannot be en- 
dured, but with such infinite pain, that every 
minute of an hour shall seem a whole year. 
O Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither 
chasten me in thy displeasure ; unless thou wilt 
have mercy, O God, I must needs perish. In 
this life we have hope of our comforter in all 
distresses; which hath a sovereign virtue to 
mitigate all pains and sorrows. And Gop, of 
his great mercy, for the most part, in all ad- 
versities, still leaveth a man some hope of help 
and succour; the sick man, as long as he lives, 
he still lives in hope; as long as there is life, 
there is hope; but after this life endeth there 
remaineth to the damned no more hope of any 
comfort; hope the last comforter of all taketh 
her flight, and eternal desparation seizeth upon 


them. 
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If an angel should promise thee to be made 
an Emperor, ‘so you would lie in your bed one 
night in the same posture, looking upwards to- 
wards Heaven, without moving or turning your- 
self all night, if you have a mind to turn on 
one side, it will be a trouble to you not to do 
it, and will perswade yourself, that you never 
laid: so uneasy in your whole life before; and 
will say unto yourself, My bed is good and soft, 
FE am well, what is wanting to me? Nothing is 
wanting, but only to turn me from one side to 
the other. How comes this to pass, that thou 
canst not rest one single night? It being such 
a torture to be still without turning thyself; 
what would it be if thou wert to remain in one 
posture three or four nights? Thou hast little 
patience, since a thing so small doth grieve 
thee; what would it be if thou hadst the cho- 
lick, or wert tormented with the stone, or 
sciatica ? Far greater evils than these are pre- 
pared for thee in Hell, whither thou posts by 
running into so many ‘sins: consider what a 
couch is prepared for thee in that abyss of 
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misery, what feather bed, what holland sheets ? 
Thou shalt be cast upon burning coals, flames 
and sulphur shall be thy coverlets ; mark well 
whether this bed be for one night only; yea, 
nights, days, months, and years, for ages and 
eternities, thou art to remain on that side thou 
fallest on, without having the least relief to turn 
thyself unto the other; that fire shall never die, 
neither shalt thou ever die, to the ena its tor- 
ments may. last eternally: after an hundred 
years, and after an hundred thousand millions 
of years, they shall be as lively and vigorous as 
at. the first day; see what thou doest, by not 
fearing eternal death; by making no account of 
eternity ; by setting so much of thy affection 
- on a temporal life, thou doest not walk the 
right way: change thy life, and begin to serve 
‘thy Creator. 
Blessed Lord, eternal God, my heart is naked 
and open before thee; I send up my sighs as. 
humble orators before thee; I know not what to 
ask, nor how, only this one thing I beg at thy 


hands, that thou wilt not suffer me to die aa 
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eternal death; correct me here as thy child, that 
_ £ may be saved hereafter: Lord, thou knowest 
that I love thee; and that I desire to be with 
thee, that I may sing eternal praises unto thee: 
Lord, have mercy upon me, and grant me my 


request, for thy great mercies sake, 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Fruit which may be drawn from the 
Consideration of Eternal Evils. 


Au which hath been said of the pains in 
Hell, is far short of that which really they are ; 


there is great difference betwixt the knowledge 


we have by relation, and that which we learn 
by experience: the Maccabees knew, that the 
Temple of the Lorp was already prophaned: 
and destroyed, they had heard of it, and la- 
mented it; but when they saw with their eyes 
the sanctuary lie desolate, the altar prophaned, 
and the gates burnt, there was then no measure 
of their tears ; they tore their garments, cast 
ashes upon their heads, threw themselves upon 
the ground, and their complaints ascended as 


high as Heaven: if then the relation and dis- 
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course of the pains of Hell make us tremble, 


what shall be the sight and experience? The 


- consideration of what hath been said, may help 


us to form some conception of the terror and 
horror of that place of eternal sorrow: let us 
descend into Hell whilst we live, that we may 
not descend there- when we are dead: let us 
draw some fruit from thence, during our lives, 
from whence nothing but torment is to be had 
after death, 

The principal fruit which may be drawn from 
that consideration are these. In the first place, - 
an ardent love, and sincere gratitude towards 
our Creator; that so often having deserved 
Heil, he hath not yet suffered us to fall into if. 
How many be there now in Hell, who for their 

first mortal sin, and only for that one, have 


_been-sent thither! And we, notwithstanding 


_ the innumerable sins which we have committed, 


are yet spared. What did Gop find in us, 
that he should use a mercy towards us for so 
many, which he did not afford to others for so 


few? Why are we not then more grateful for 
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so many benefits, which we have no ways de- 
served? How grateful would a damned person 
be, if Gop should free him from those flames, 
wherein he is tormented, and place him in the 
same condition we now are! What a life would 
he lead, and how grateful would he be unto so 
merciful a benefactor! He hath done no less 
for us, but much more; for if he hath not 
drawn us out of Hell, he hath not thrown us 
into it, as we deserved, which is the greater 
favour. Tell me, if a creditor should cast 

that debtor into prison, who owed him a thou- 
sand duckets, and after the enduring of much 
affliction, at last release him; or should suffer 
another, who owed fifty thousand duckets, to 
go up and down free without touching a 
thread of his garment; whether of the debtors 
received the greater benefit? I believe thou 
wilt say, the latter: more then are we indebted 
to Gop ALMIGHTY, and therefore ought to 
serve him better. Consider how a man would 
live, who should be restored to life after he 


had been in Hell; thou shouldst live better, 
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since thou art more indebted to ALMIGHTY 
Gop. é 


Secondly, we are taught to exercise our pa- 


tience in suffering the afflictions and troubles of 


this life; that by enduring of these thankfully, 


we may escape those of the other. He who 
shall consider the eternity of those torments, 
which he deserves, will not be troubled at the 
pains of this. life how bitter soever. There is 
no state or condition upon earth, how miser- 
able soever, which the damned would not en- 
dure, and think it an infinite happiness, if they 
might change with it; neither is there any 
course of life so unhappy, which he who had 
once experienced those burning flames, if he 


might live again, would not willingly undergo ; 


‘he who hath once deserved eternal torments, 


let him never murmur against the crosses and 
petty injuries offered him in this life: if thou 
goest into a bath, and shalt find it excessive 
hot, think on Hell; if thou art tormented with 


the heat of some violent fever, pass unto the 
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consideration of those eternal flames, which 
burn without end; and think that if a bath or 
calenture so afflict, how shalt thou endure 
that river of fire? When thou shalt see any 
thing great in this present life, think presently 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and so thou shalt 
not value it much: and when thou shalt see any 
thing terrible, think on Hell, and thou wilt 
not be much moved; when the desire of any 
temporal thing shall afflict thee, think that the 
_ pleasure of it is of no estimation; if the fear of 
laws, which are enacted here upon earth, be of 
that force, that they are able to deter us from 
evil actions ; much more ought the thoughts of 
eternal pain affricht us. If we cften think of 
Hell, we shall never fall into it. 

We ought often to call to mind the evils of 
the next life, that we may the more despise the 
_pleasures of this; because temporal felicity 
uses often to end in eternal misery. All that 
is precious in this world, honour, wealth, fame, 


pleasure, all the splendor of the earth-is but a 
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shadow, if we compare the small duration of 
them with the eternity of those torments in the 
other world. ‘ 

Put all the silver in the world together in 
one heap, all the gold, all the precious stones, 
diamonds, emeralds, with all other the richest 
: jewels ; all the triumphs of the Romans, all the 
rarities and dainties of the Assyrians, &c, all 
would deserve to be of no other value than dirt, 
if to be-possessed with hazard of falling at last 
into the pit of Hell. Let us call to mind that 
sentence of our blessed Saviour, What ‘will it 
avail a man to gain the whole world, if he lose 
his soul? If they should make us lords and 
masters, I say, not of great wealth, but of the . 
whole world, we should not admit of it with the 
least hazard of being damned for ever. Let one 
enjoy all the contents and regales imaginable, 
let him be raised to the highest pitch of ho- | 
nour ; let him triumph with all the greatness in 
the world; all this is but a dream, if after this 
mortal life, he finds himself at length plunged 
into Hell fire. 
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You may look upon a wheel of squibs and 
fire-works, which whilst it moves, casts forth a 
thousand lights and splendors, with which the 
beholders are much taken, but all at last ends 
in a little smoke and burnt paper; so it is, 
whilst the wheel of felicities was in motion, 
according to the stile of St. James, that is to 
say, whilst our life lasts, its fortune and pro- 
sperity appears most glorious; but ceasing, all 
comes to end in smoke, and he that fares best 
in it, at last finds himself plunged into Hell. 

When a fever, or some great unexpected 
change in a man’s estate, happens to him, it 
makes him to forget all his former contents in 
health and wealth; his sickness and adversity 
so taking up the whole man, as that he hath no 
leisure to employ his thoughts upon any thing 
else ; and if, perhaps, any passage of his former 
condition chance to come to his mind, it gives 
him no satisfaction, but rather augments his 
pain; wherefore if temporal evils, though very 
short, are sufficient to make former felicities 


of many years vanish; what impression will 
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temporal goods make in us, if we employ our 
thoughts upon eternal evils? Besides those 
torments which are to be suffered hereafter 
without profit, may move in us to husband the © 
short time of this life :most to our advantage. 
How many miserable souls now suffer those 
eternal pains, for not employing one day in the 
service of Gop? What would a damned soul 
give for one quarter of an hour out of so many 
days and years which are lost, and shall not 
have one instant allowed him? 'Thou who now 
livest and hast time, lose not that which im- 
ports thee so much, and once lost can never be 
_recovered. O miserable creatures! who for 
having lost a short space of time, lose an eter- 
nity of felicity; they come to know too late 
' the importance of that which they have lost, 
and shall never come to regain it; let us now 
make use of that time, whilst we may gain eter- 
nity, and let us not lose that with pleasure, 
which cannot be recovered with grief. 

Lastly, let us draw, from the consideration of 
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CHAP? (Xx, 


The infinite Guilt of Mortal Sin, by which we 
lose the Felicity of Heaven, and fall into Eternal 
Evils. 


So foul and horrid is a mortal sin in its own 
nature, that though it past only in thought, 
and none knew it but Gop, and he who com- 
mitted it, and which endured no longer than an 
imstant, yet it deserves the torments of Hell for 
all eternity; for by how much greater is the 
' majesty of Gop, which is despised, by so much 
greater 1s the injury offered him; and there- 
fore as the majesty ef Gop, which is despised 
by sin, is infinite, so the despite of it must 
contain in itself a certain kind of infinity: by 
how much greater is thé reverence due toa 
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person, by so much greater is the disrespect 
and affront offered him. And as to Gop there 
is due an infinite reverence, so the injury done 
him is of an inexplicable malice, which by no 
good works of a mere creature, how many and 
great soever, can be expiated. So great is the 
malignity of a mortal sin, that being put into 
the balance of Divine Justice, it would out- 
weigh all the good works of alb the saints, 
although they were a thousand times more 
and greater than they are; because the good 
works with which Gop is honoured by his 
saints, although in themselves great in value, 
yet in respect of Gop, unto whom they add 
nothing, and who is nothing bettered by them, 
they are not valuable; unto whose divine 
goodness, not only they, but infinitely more, | 
and greater, are but a debt: but for GoD to 
be despised by his creature, who by. infinite 
titles is obliged to serve him, and ought to re- 
verence him with an infinite honour, is a thing 


so highly repugnant to his majesty, that if Gop 
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were capable of grief, would more afflict him, 
than all the pious actions of the saints content. 
him. » Certainly amongst men the honour which 
is given to one who deserves it, takes not so 
much, as a contempt dane unto him, who 
merits it not: a King values not much the 
honour which is given him by his vassals, be-~ 
cause he takes it not for a courtesie, but a duty; 
but to be affronted and scorned by one, espe- 
cially whom he had favoured with his benefits, - 
sticks near unto his heart ; for not only Kings, 
but all men think honour due unto them, and 
disrespect an injury. There is no resentment 
among men so quick as that of dishonour; nor 
any thing which causes more grief and vexa- 
tion. If some person of quality should have 
his hat pluckt off from his head in scorn, and 
receive a dozen of bastinadoes from some base 
fellow, that affront would not be recompensed, 
although a thousand should put off their caps 
to him, and kiss his hand, 

By this may appear the irreverence and great 


incivility towards GoD in a mortal sin: inso- 
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much as St. Paul calls it, kicking or spurning 
the Son of God; this is the reason why it was 


necessary that Gop should become man, being 


the Divine Justice could not be appeased with 
less than the satisfaction of a Divine Person ; 
let those therefore cease to marvel, that a mo- 
mentary sin should be punished with eternal 
torments, who see that for sin GoD was made 
man, and died for man; and certainly, it is a 
fay greater wonder, that God should die for 
the sm of another, than that man should for his 
ewn sin suffer an eternal punishment: and if 
the malice of sin be so exorbitant, that nothing 
could satisfy for it, less than GoD; it is no- 
thing strange that that which hath no limit nor 
bound in evil, should have no limit in punish- 
ment, but should exceed all time, and be eter- 
nal. And if a treason committed against a 


temporal Prince be chastised with loss of life 


and goods of the traytor, and with the punish- 


ment also of his posterity, which in as much as 
concerns the Prince, is eternal ; why should not 


the offence of a vile worm against his Creator; 
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be tormented with eternal pains? The great- 
ness of honour decreases and grows less, ac- 
cording to the heighth and dignity of the person 
honoured; so as that honour which done to an 
ordinary person would seem excessive, given 
unto a Prince is nothing: and on the contrary, 
the greatness of an injury rises and grows 
higher, according to the worth of him who is 
injured ; so as Gob, who is infinite, being the 
person offended, deserves that the injury done 
unto him should be chastised with a punishment 
equal to the duration of his being, and needs 
that he who satisfies for it should be a person. 
of infinite worth and perfection, voluntarily un- 
dertaking to put-himself into the sinner’s place, 
and to suffer in his stead. 

' And as sin is grievous in its own nature, so 
it is much engreatened by the circumstances 


which attend it. Let us consider who it is that 


sins, it is a most vile and wretched man, who 


presumes to lift up his hands against. his 
Creator: and what is man but a vessel of .cor- 


ruption, and by birth a slave of the devil? 
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and yet he dares offend his Maker. An offence 
against GoD were most grievous ; though from 
another God (if it were possible) infinite and 
equal to itself; but that his creature should be 
so insolent against his Omnipotent Lord, is be- 
yond amazement. But what is that which a 
sinner does when he offends? It is, according 
to St. Anselm, an endeavour to pluck the crown 
from the head of Gop, and place it upon his 
own; it is, according to the Apostle to Crucify 
again the Lord of Life. If any of these things 
were attempted against a majesty upon earth, 
it were enough to make the offender’s flesh to 
be plucked off with pincers ; to have him torn 
in pieces with wild horses; to pull down his 
house, and sow the place with salt, and make 
his own lineage infamous. If such an offence 
were committed by one man against another, 
betwixt whom the difference is not great, being 
both equal in nature, Is very, very heinous ; 
what shall it deserve, being committed against 
Gop, the Lord and Creator of all, whose im- 


mense greatness is infinitely distant from the 
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nature of his creature? O good Gob, who is 
able to express what a sinner doth against thee 
and himself! He despises thy majesty, razes 
out thy law from his heart, contemns thy jus- 
tice, scorns thy threats, despises thy promises, 
makes a solemn renunciation of the glory thou 
hast promised him; and all to bind himself an 
eternal slave to Satan, desiring rather to please 
thine enemy than thee, who art his father, his 
friend, and all his good: desiring rather to die 
eternally by displeasing thee, than to enjoy 
Heaven for ever by serving thee. " 

Let us now see where, and in what place, a 
sinner presumes to sin, and bea traytor unto 
GoD; it is even in his own world, in his own 
house ; and knowing that his Creator looks upon 
‘him, he offends him; if a sin were committed 
where Gop could not see it, it were yet an 
enormous fault; but to do an injury to his 
Creator before his face, what an unspeakable 
impudence -is it! If he who sins could go into 
another world, where Gop did not inhabit, and - 


there in secret under the earth should:sin after 
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such a manner, as only himself should know it, 
yet it were a great boldness ; but to sin in his 
own house, which is this world, what Hell doth 
it not deserve! For a man only to lay his’ 
hand upon his sword in the palace of a King is 
capital, and deserves death: for a sinner then 
by his sins to spurn and crucify the Son of Gon, 
in the house of his Father, and before his face, 
what understanding can conceive the greatness 
of such a malice! And therefore David with 
reason dissolved himself into tears, because he 
had sinned in the presence of Gop, and with a 
grief which pierced his heart, cried out, I have 
done evil before thee. “ Besides this, we not only 
sin against GoD in his own house, but even in 
his arms; whilst we are upheld by his’ omni- 
potency: if there were a son so wicked, who, 
whilst he was cherished in his mother’s bosom, 
should strike her, and endeavour to kill her, 
every one would think that a most impious 
child: how then dares man offend Gop, who 
sustains, preserves, and hath redeemed him? 


The heinousness of this malice in sin is@much 
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augmented by the help which a sinner uses to 
_ effect it; for he turns those very divine benefits 
which he hath received from Gop, against 
him who gave them. The sense which men 
usually have of ingratitude, is most apprehen- 
sive; if to forget a benefit be ingratitude, to 
despise it is an injury; but to use it against the 
benefactor, I know not what to call it: this 
does he who sins, making use of those crea- 
-tures which Gop created for his service to 
offend him; and converts his divine benefits 
into arms against GoD himself. What could we 
say, if a King, to honour his soldier, should 
make him aKnight, arm him with his own 
arms, should girt his sword about him with his 
own hands, and that the soldier, so soon as he 
was possessed of the sword, should draw it 
against the King and murther him? This 
wickedness which seems impossible amongst 
men, is ordinary in man towards GoD; who 
being honoured so many ways by his Creator, 
and enriched with so many benefits, as much as 
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in him lies, bereaves Gop of his honour, and 
desires to bereave him of his life; his under- 
standing, which he received from Gop, he uses 
in finding out a way to execute his sin; with 
his hands he performs it, and with all his power 
offends him who gave them. 

But if we shall consider why man does this; 
it is a circumstance which will amaze us at the 
malice of it: why doth a sinner thus. offend 
against his Gop? Wherefore is he a traytor 
unto the Lord of the World? Wherefore doth 
he abhor his Redeemer? What reason hath he 
for so monstrous a wickedness? It is only for a 
base and filthy pleasure, for a foolish fancy of 
man, because he will, and no more: Ovhorrid 
insolence! O mad fury of men, which without 
a cause, so grievously offend their Creator ; 
and by their sins provoke so good and gracious 
a Gop! 

The manner also of our sinning would asto- 
nish any, who should seriously consider it; it 
is with so much impudence, pride, and con- 
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tempt of Gob, after having heard so many 
examples of his chastisements executed upon. 
sinners ; after having seen that the most beau- 
tiful and glorious of all the angels, and with 
him innumerable others were thrown from Hea- 
ven, and made firebrands in Hell for one sin; 
and that only in thought: after having seen the 
first man for one sin, banished from the Para- 
dise of pleasure, into this valley of tears; de- 
spoiled of so many supernatural endowments ; 
and condemned to death; after having known 
that so many have been damned for their 
offences ; after that the Son of Gop had suf- 
fered upon the cross for our sins; after all | 
this, to sin, is an impudence never heard of, 


and an intollerable contempt of the Divine 


. Justice. 


Besides, what greater scorn and contempt of 
Gop than this? that Gop, who is worthy of 
all honour and love, and the devil who is our 
professed enemy, pretending both to our souls, 
the one to save them, the other to torment 
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them in eternal flames, yet we adhere to Satan, 
and prefer him before CurisT our Saviour and 
Redeemer, and that so much to our prejudice, 
as by the loss of eternal glory, and captivating 
ourselves unto eternal torments and slavery ? 
The manner also of sinning aggravates the sin, 
as the sinner doth, by losing thereby eternal 
happiness; though he who sins much lost no- 
thing, yet the offences against GoD were great: 
but well knowing, the great damages and pu- 
nishments likewise that attend sin, and the 
evident hazard he runs, and yet to sin, is a 
strange impudency. If we shall consider when 
it is that we sin, we shall find this circum- 
stance no less to aggravate our offences than 
the former: because we now sin, when we 
know that the Son of GoD was nailed unto the 
cross, that we should not sin; when we know 
that Gob was incarnate for us, humbled him- 
self to be made man, and subjected himself 
unto death, even the death of the cross, for 
our redemption: to sin after we had seen Gob 


» 


THE STATE OF MAN. 293 


so good and obliging unto us, with those not 
to be imagined “ favours, is a circumstance 
which ought much to be pondered in_ our 
hearts, and might make us forbear the offend- 
ing of so loving a Father. And that Christian 
who sins after all this, is to be esteemed worse 
than a devil: for the devil never sinned against 
that Gob, who had shed his blood for him, or who 
had pardoned so much as one sin of his: when 
those sinned who were under the law of nature; 
they had not seen the Son of Gop die for their 
_ salvation, as a Christian hath; and there is no 
doubt but Christians will deserve new torments, 
and greater than those who have not had the 
‘knowledge of Gon, nor received so many bene- 
‘fits from him. ; 

Let us consider about what sin is committed, 
and we do offend Gop; it is about complying 
with a’sensual gust, which in the end bereaves 
us of health, of honour, of substance, and even 
of pleasure itself; suffering many days of grief 
for a moment’s delight; about things of the 
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earth, which are vile and transitory; and 
about goods of the world, which are false, 
short, and deceitful: what would we say, if 
for a thing of so small value as a straw, one 
man should kill another? No more than a 
straw are all the felicities of the world, in re- 
spect of those of Heaven, and for a thing of 
so small consideration, we are traytors to Gop, 
and crucify CHRIST again; and that a thou- 
sand times, as often as we sin mortally against 
him. 2 

Lastly, consider whom we offend; it is Gop, 
who is most perfect, most wise, immense, om- 
nipotent, and infinite; we sin against him who 
infinitely loves us, who suffers us, who heaps 
his benefits and rewards upon us; to do evil 
to those who make much of them, even wild 
beasts abhor it; what is it then for thee to 
injure him, who loved thee more than himself? 
Who hath done thee all good, that thou 
~shouldst do no evil? Fear then this Lorp, 


reverence his majesty, love his goodness, and 
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offend him no more: sin is $0 evil, that it is 
every way evil; behold it on every side, it 
still seems worse. It is not only evil, as it is an 
injury to Gob, but it is evil in itself, in its own 
nature; but if there were no Gop, or that Gop 
were not offended with it, yet it were a most 
horrid evil, the greatest of all evils, and the cause 
of all evils. In regard of this deformity and 
filthiness of sin, the philosophers judged it to 
be abhorred above all things; and those who 
denied the immortality of the soul, and the 
Providence of Gop, affirmed that nothing 
should make them commit it ; and there having 
heen some amongst them, who have suffered 
great extremities to avoid a vicious act; Da- 
mocies, as Plutarch writes, chose rather to be 
boiled in scalding water than to consent to a 
filthy act; for which reason is Hippo cele- 
brated amongst the Greek matrons, who chose 
rather to die than offend; these were Gentiles, 
who saw not Hell open for the punishment of 


sinners; nor fled from sin because it was an 
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offence unto Gop; but only for the enormity 
and filthiness it had in itself; this madé them 
endure prisons and tortures, rather than admit” 
it: what should Christians then do, who know’ 
how much sin is offensive to Gop! Certainly, © 
they ought rather to give a thousand lives, than 
once to injure their Creator by committing an 
offence, which not only Gentiles, but even 
nature hath in horror, which hath planted in ~ 
brute beasts, although they cannot sin, yet a 
natural aversion from that which looks like sin. 

Pliny admires the force of lightning, which 

* melts the gold and silver, and leaves the purse, 

which contains it, untouched; such is sin, 
which kills the soul, and leaves the body sound 
and active: it isa flash of lightning sent from 
Hell, and such leaves the soul which it« hath 
blasted. Peat * 

Sin, though it were the best thing of the 
world, yet for the evil effects it produces, it 


ought to be avoided more than death: it be- 


reaves the soul of grace, banishes the Holy © 
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Ghost, deprives it of the right of Heaven ;. 
makes him unworthy of divine protection, and 
condemns a sinner unto eternal torments in the 
other world, and in this to many disasters, for 
there is neither plague, war, famine, nor infir- 
mity of body, whereof sin hath not been in some 
sort the occasion. And therefore those that 
weep for their afilictions, let them change the 
‘object of their tears, and weep for the cause, 
which is their sin. 

I will therefore from henceforth resolve, that 
although I were certain that. men should not 
know my sins, and that Gop would pardon 
them; yet I will not offend for the very filthi- 


ness of sin, 


aye 


aed 


Printed by James Low, 21, Gracechurch-street, London. 
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